
Good morning. If you have your Bibles, go ahead and grab those. We're going to be in 2 Corinthians,chapter 5.
Earlier this week I was watching television, and there was a commercial for a thing called the AbRocker. Does anybody own an Ab Rocker? Here's what the commercial was. There was a man wholooked like God had chiseled him out of marble who said he got that body via the Ab Rocker. Forabout 30 minutes a day a couple of times a week, this chiseled, steroid-ridden body of his got on theAb Rocker and just rocked a little bit to swoleness.
At the bottom of the screen was this tiny, little sentence that was probably only the font that is legal.They had to put it somewhere on the screen, so barely visible at the bottom of the screen was thissentence: "Results not typical." Here's the thing. Our culture, our society, we love the idea oftransformation. We want to be transformed. It actually plays to a spiritual reality in us. We don'thave time to unpack that one today, but we know we're not all we could be.
Marketers have really dug their hooks in on this, and they're just always selling us stuff. Yet at thebottom of it, there's always this sentence: "Results not typical." What I want to do is I want to talkabout transformation, because here's the interesting thing. That dude didn't get that body on the AbRocker, all right? I mean, I hate to just kind of blow the secret out, but this dude weighs his food andlives in the gym. He does nothing but think about fitness. He measures calories. You don't get thatbody without that and maybe even some additional help.
Here's the funny thing about transformation. We're a culture that loves the idea of transformationbut wants it to be quick and painless. We don't want to pay any price for it. We just say, "Give us thepill. Give us 10 minutes a day on the Ab Rocker." Is there anything more ridiculous? Like lay on thisthing. It's like a teeter-totter. Did anybody become an Olympian on the teeter-totter? You didn't, but
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this is what's being sold. "Hey, wait. It's not painful, and it only takes 10 minutes, and I can keepeating cake? I'll take two!" Right?
One of the things I love about Christian transformation is there's no asterisk at the bottom, andthere's no promise that it will be quick, and there's certainly no promise that it will be painless. Iwant us to talk about Christian transformation, the transformation of the soul being transformedfrom the inside out.
With that, we're going to be in 2 Corinthians, chapter 5. We're going to be here very briefly. I'mgoing to invite some friends out, hence the table. If you're like, "Why is there a table up there? Thisis new," you're right. There are going to be some people joining me at the table here in a moment.
If you have a background in church, more than likely you know the text we'll be in today. If youhave a long history in church, my guess is you have a bookmark or something with this text on it.You know this text. If you have no background in church, then you'll hear it fresh, and I think that'sthe best way to hear it. Second Corinthians, chapter 5, starting in verse 17. Here's what it says:
"Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the

new has come. All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave

us the ministry of reconciliation." Now here's what I want to do. We're going to live in the first 12minutes here in that first verse (in verse 17). Then at the end of our time together after the Scruggsand I are finished talking, we're going to come back, and we're going to consider verse 18. There arefour little phrases in verse 17 I want us to discuss.
Here's the first one: "…if anyone is in Christ…" Now those two words are unbelievably dense. In

Christ. There's a whole doctrinal system behind those two words. There are volumes of books thathave been written about what it means to be in Christ. What does that mean? So although I want toencourage you to dig and study around in what it means to be in Christ, for the sake of time, let metell you what's going on in all the verses that would talk about us being in Christ. One of three things(if not all three things) is being taught at any given moment.
To be in Christ is to belong to Christ. When Jesus saved me from my sins, the Bible says I was boughtwith a price. I am no longer my own. One of the things it means to be in Christ is I belong to him. Iam his. My life is Christ's. The second thing that's being unpacked in this idea of being in Christ is



that now that I belong to Christ, I inhabit the sphere of the power of Christ. How I live now is formedand shaped by the power of Christ inside of me.
The apostle Paul would say it this way in Galatians: "I have been crucified with Christ. It is no

longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith

in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me." Do you hear what's happening there?The power by which I operate now is not my own. It is the power of Christ. To be in Christ means Ibelong to him. It means I operate in his power.
Then, lastly, it means I belong to the body of Christ, namely the global family of faith. Now I make astrong argument for the localization of the expression of that, but that's not the point of thissermon, okay? When the Bible talks about being in Christ, it is always speaking to all three of those,although in its context, it will lean toward one specifically. That's what it means to be in Christ.
Now if we are in Christ, we are now new creations. That's the second phrase (this idea of newcreation). Now because we are (and unapologetically we are) Westerners, what that means is we'regoing to read that idea through the lens of individual transformation. We're going to hear Paul say,"If anyone be in Christ, he is a new creation."
We're going to hear that individualized, right? I'm a new creation. Yet that's not all Paul is sayinghere, right? It's not less than individual transformation, but it is far more than individualtransformation. Paul never uses the word creation as a noun in its relation to individuals but alwaysuses the idea of new creation in a cosmic way, talking about all God is doing.
The right reading of this text is that if anyone be in Christ, he is now a part of what God is doing inGod making all things new. As God recreates and reforms and resets all of creation back to the gloryof what it was like before sin fractured it, you and I have been invited into that. Now hear me. Howmuch better is that than individual transformation? To hear you're a part of God's global plan toright everything that went wrong is far sexier than just, "Quit looking at porn and getting drunk."
When you take this and you distill it down to just some sort of individual component, you rob it ofthe glory and the expanse of what actually is going on. Paul is trying to get your eyes off of you, noton you. You're in Christ. You're a part of this new creation. The old has passed away. That's phrasethree. The old has passed away or (better yet, and some of you memorized it in this version) ispassing away.



Now if you got saved when you were a little kid, I love your testimony. I want my kids to have thattestimony. I don't want my kids to have my testimony. I want my kids to get saved when they're 7,and when they're 40, go, "I never knew what it was like to not love the Lord." I'll tell you that's just acategorical win for me. That's certainly not my story. It's certainly not their mother's story. We'vewalked down the road. We know what's down that road.
If you got saved when you were a kid, praise God. This is not untrue about you, but I don't thinkyou'll feel it at the level of someone who maybe got saved when they were 30, 40, 50, or 60. Whenyou become a Christian, this old passing away hits kind of a reset. What happens is when youbecome a Christian, all of a sudden you start to love things you didn't love before you became aChristian.
What happens is God starts to tune in your heart to his heart. This happens. Now all of a sudden youlove what God loves and hate what God hates. All of a sudden there are these things you had noproblem with. Now all of a sudden you got a problem with them. There are these things you love,and now all of a sudden you don't love them at all. This is what happens. This is the old passingaway.
We get new lenses by which we see life. Our values shift. Our desires shift. Christians call this idea
regeneration. It's a new heart. It's being dead and being made alive. It's being in the domain ofdarkness and being transferred into the kingdom of his beloved Son. This is what happens to theheart. The old is passing away.
I'm always going to be honest with you. For many of us, that's a really hard reset. Not all of us, butfor many of us, there's this moment where that happens, but all of us, regardless of whether or notyou had that moment or not, will live the rest of our lives getting used to those lenses, which is whythe text says the old is passing away.
It's not that it passed away. It's that it is passing away. It is on its way off the stage. It is no longercenter stage. It does not direct primarily my affections. It does not shape my virtues. It is gasping forair as it is choked out by the beauty of Christ. This is the old passing away.



Now the last phrase here is the new comes. On top of new lenses by which we see the world being areality for those who are in Christ, part of this new creative order God is up to cosmically, but on topof that, there is something bigger going on in us than we could fathom.
In fact, Paul is trying to paint a picture here that what's going on when you're in Christ, part of thenew creation, old kind of fading away, new being established, what's going on in your heart and inyour life is greater than the exodus we're going to read about. I mean, in three weeks we startExodus, and we'll be in it for a year. We're going to take a deep dive in Exodus, but he is saying,"Hey, it's bigger than that." In the book of Isaiah, when the people of God are rescued out of exile,Paul is saying, "It's bigger than that."
All of our felt needs are symptomatic of a greater need, and what God has done in Christ is saved usin our greatest need. He has given us Christ and has reconciled us to God. All our other issues areissues birthed out of and growing out of the soil of a fractured relationship with God. Christ heals,reconciles us to the Father. Now reconciled to the Father in Christ, we're able to see and betransformed by the Holy Spirit of God.
Now let me explain the table. I would encourage you to read the book of Revelation. My experiencewith people when you talk about Revelation is they're on a spectrum from, "I avoid it because it'sweird," and, "I'm building scrolls in my garage." You should probably be somewhere in the middleof that. You shouldn't necessarily be afraid of it, but you also shouldn't be building scrolls in yourgarage and arming yourself for the two-headed dragon to show up. We want to be somewhere inthe middle there.
Yet here's one of the things we find in Revelation 12. In Revelation 12, the Bible tells us how thepeople of God have historically overcome the Accuser. The Bible calls Satan and demons and darkspiritual forces the Accuser. Here's how this works. Almost all of the pain in our lives (specificallythat pain where we reject God's counsel and wisdom and go our own way) is almost always tied tothe Accuser.
It works something like this. The Accuser will say to us when we feel weak and frail and like wecan't make it, "You should be strong. You can't let anybody know you're struggling. Keep walking.You're strong. You're not weak. You're strong. I thought you loved Jesus. Aren't people who loveJesus supposed to be strong?" Well, that's a lie. Gosh! The Bible would say that's a lie. Jesus wouldsay that's a lie. It's the weak, the sick, he came for, not the strong.



Or, "I'm the only one who has ever endured that." That's a lie. That's an accusation. "I'm the onlyone who is lonely. I'm the only one who is afraid. I'm the only one who has ever experienced this."These are all lies from the Accuser that when we believe them, the soul starts to grow dark. InRevelation, chapter 12, the Bible tells us how the saints of God, how the people of God, haveovercome.
In fact, he doesn't use the word overcome. They have conquered the Accuser, and here's what it says.Revelation 12:11: "And they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of

their testimony, for they loved not their lives even unto death." The way we overcomeaccusation from the Enemy is the blood of the Lamb. That's what we've been talking about: being inChrist, belonging to Christ, being a part of this new creation.
Old is passing away. New has come. And now, steeped in the blood of Christ, we still wrestle withaccusations so that the other thing the Lord lays on top of us that helps us endure, helps us spot thelies, know they're lies, and believe what is true is the word of testimony of the saints. That's whyour stories are so powerful for one another.
Now I want to introduce you to some friends of ours. In fact, Lauren and I have known them for 12years. They've been members here for 12 years. There's something that happens when you get onstage. I just want to make sure it doesn't happen as best I can. The man and woman I'm about tointroduce you to, I've known them 12 years. I'm just going to be really honest about them.
They are extraordinarily ordinary people. As they share with you what God has done in their life, Idon't want you to kind of shift into this, "That's them, not me" thing. Like, God really loves them andkind of just tolerates you. That's not what we believe. Anyway, I'm not taking any more time. Willyou welcome Jeff and Cheryl Scruggs out here with me? They're ordinary but very pretty people.
Jeff Scruggs: Ordinary.
Matt: Ordinary, beautiful people. Yeah.
Cheryl Scruggs: You're weird.



Matt: I am, and I've never even tried to hide that. I've never tried to hide that! Let's do this. Jeff, whydon't we start like this? There is grape juice up here or Communion wine. I'm glad we're Baptists,and that's not a huge problem right now. Let's start here. Why don't you talk to us about how youand Cheryl met and then how your relationship with Cheryl kind of progressed in the early part ofyour relationship?
Jeff: I'd be happy to. Cheryl and I met in Memphis, Tennessee. She was a senior in college. She wasworking as a cocktail waitress at an establishment I frequented. I walked in…
Matt: Ordinary.
Cheryl: A bar.
Jeff: Very ordinary.
Matt: Yeah. Ordinary.
Jeff: Yeah. I walked in one evening, and I saw her. I was going, "Wow! She is hot! I'm going to sit inher section and flirt with her." So I did. I flirted with her and asked her out on a date at the end ofthe night. She told me no, that she was engaged. But I'm in sales. Those of you who are in sales knowyou don't take no for an answer, right? I went back the following Saturday night, sat in her sectionagain, flirted with her again, asked her out, and she said yes. Right?
Cheryl: I did. I did.
Jeff: Yeah. Our first date was playing racquetball, and that went well. We had another date andanother date. The next thing you know, we've been dating eight months, and she goes away fortraining in her new job after she graduated. While she was gone, I got transferred to Los Angeles inmy job. I pick her up at the airport, whisk her off to our favorite restaurant, ask her to marry me,and she says…
Cheryl: Yes!
Jeff: Yes!



Matt: I'm guessing the guy you were engaged to knew somewhere in there that you had gone withanother company.
Cheryl: This is true.
Matt: Yeah. He was talking about sales and all that. I mean, Jeff is like, "Hey, she hasn't signed acontract."
Cheryl: That's good. That's good.
Jeff: That's right. That's right!
Matt: He found out somewhere in there.
Cheryl: He did. Yeah, I broke it off. Yeah. Yeah.
Matt: All right. I was hoping.
Jeff: That's a good thing.
Matt: Yeah. I was hoping. Otherwise, this whole interview was going a different direction. Nowyou've asked this woman to marry you. You head out to LA. Cheryl, talk a little bit about LosAngeles.
Cheryl: You know, we got out there, didn't know a soul. We were in our twenties pursuing all thewrong stuff, but we thought we were pursuing all the right stuff (money, ocean-view home). Wemade a lot of money, had the right cars. We looked like we had the perfect life.
Matt: Uhm…Christians? Church backgrounds?
Jeff: We both have Christian backgrounds, and we would have called ourselves Christians. I mean, Igrew up in a Southern Baptist church that I would describe as legalistic. Really, I walked down theaisle at 10 and was baptized, but looking back now, I realize that what I was really doing was livingout my parents' faith, and it wasn't real to me. Then Cheryl grew up in the Catholic Church, and shewas there every week.



Cheryl: Every Sunday!
Jeff: Yeah.
Cheryl: Yeah, yeah.
Matt: Confirmed. The whole deal.
Cheryl: I thought I was a Christian.
Matt: Okay. Here you are in Los Angeles. You're looking at the ocean. You have toys and trinkets,and you're, again, just beautiful people. Like Jeff, you're ridiculous, man. I mean, I feel…
Jeff: You're making me uncomfortable, brother.
Matt: I just feel like my clothes look like they're hanging on a hanger and yours don't. We don't havethe time for that. I mean, per your own testimony, you have what everybody wants. Cheryl, whendid you start to kind of feel kind of the cracks in the hull? I guess we can use that language. Whendid you start to feel kind of some of the brokenness involved in the relationship?
Cheryl: Year two I was feeling really empty, and I really wasn't sure where that was coming from orwhy. I just knew I didn't feel very connected to Jeff. I thought there was something wrong with methat I felt that way. We had a lot of sex, but we weren't emotionally connected. I wanted to know myhusband more. I didn't really talk to him about it. I actually didn't talk to him about it. I was afraid todo that because it looked like we had the perfect life, and I actually thought there was somethingwrong with my heart.
Matt: Okay. Jeff, you're blowing and going, making money. Did you have any clue at all?
Jeff: No clue. I mean, I think everything is great. I mean, I have a beautiful wife, a great home. Wewere out there for a couple of years. The next step for us overachievers is to try to have kids. Thatdidn't come easily, but we got into an in vitro fertilization clinic, and Cheryl got pregnant with twingirls. They were born July 18, 1988. The twins are Brittany and Lauren. Life was great.



Matt: Yeah, you're nailing it.
Jeff: I had everything I had ever imagined!
Matt: All right. Cheryl, walk us through now. You think it's you. You have this external kind ofveneer of… I mean, you're the American dream. Then kind of how are you starting to process this?It's growing at this point (this kind of loneliness in the marriage, emptiness). Something is brokenin you. Talk to us about kind of how that started leading you to try to figure out what was there andled to…
Cheryl: Yeah, Matt. I was starving for emotional connection. You know, I had a lot of girlfriends atwork (not men at all). From year two to year eight (so a six-year period), I just kept trying to figureit out. I'd read a few books. I'd think, "Well, maybe I'm not the one being open enough." I would trythings. I was pretty passive-aggressive, actually.
Finally year eight, I'm at a national sales meeting I always went to because I was always one of thetop reps in the company. The last night of our week there, I started talking to a guy from northernCalifornia who I had known for a long time. We had the same position in the company. We had ourregional cocktail hour, or whatever you want to call it.
This guy started to share with me that he was having problems in his marriage. Very dangerous.First of all, I shouldn't have been alone with him talking in the first place. I know all that now, butanyway I felt the freedom to start sharing with him that I felt like I was having issues in mymarriage. Man, that thing just progressed.
Matt: That's the first time you had said anything to anybody.
Cheryl: To anyone. Anyone! I didn't talk to family, friends, or anything, because I really thought Iwas stupid. I really did. That took a big turn that night, and we were all going home the next day, butwe stayed up and talked till five o'clock in the morning. Nothing happened physically. That's whateverybody wants to know. I felt my heart being stolen. I felt emotionally charged. I thought, "Man, Ireally relate to this guy."
We went home the next day. Everybody went to their respective cities. It was back in 1990, which Iloved this when you could actually go to the airport, go to the gate, and meet your person. Right?



That was really cool. I got off the plane, and I saw Jeff. He was holding both girls, because they were16 months old at that point. I realized I hadn't missed him at all. I missed the kids, but I didn't misshim.
That was on a Friday. We didn't have all the devices we have today of texting and email and all ofthat. So by Monday morning, I couldn't wait to get to the office to start talking to this guy. Whatdeveloped was a relationship basically over the telephone, and we were talking anywhere fromthree to five hours a day. I had my sales job nailed, so I could do that. A month later, he came downto LA. We met at a hotel, and it became a full-blown adulterous affair at that point.
Matt: You're still…
Jeff: I'm still totally clueless.
Matt: Any hint that she is drifting?
Jeff: No hint. No. I mean, none really.
Cheryl: You thought our life was perfect…
Jeff: I thought everything was perfect. Yeah.
Cheryl: …and you were a perfect husband.
Jeff: That's right.
Matt: You had all sorts of evidence that was saying you were. Tell me then what leads to…? You'rejuggling these two worlds now. You have this husband and twin daughters, a successful career, havejust the picture of the American dream. Then you have this other relationship. Now you're jugglingreally two things. Talk to us a little bit about kind of the effects of that, and then get us to that nighton the bed at your house where you first kind of…
Cheryl: Yeah. I felt like I was living two different lives. I was a mom and wife and all that. I loved allthat, and then I had this other thing going on on the side. Honestly, I kept thinking, "It really can't goanywhere. How is this going to work?" After we had met at a hotel, Jeff found me on the bed



upstairs crying one day, and he thought something had happened to my mom or something. He said,"Man, what's up?" I said, "Well, to be honest, I don't think I love you. Actually, I don't know if I'veever loved you." Jeff was a little shocked.
Jeff: Yeah. I was definitely shocked and confused and devastated, to be honest with you. I had astack of cards she had sent me telling me what a great husband I was and how much she loved meand a great dad. So I'm like, "What's gone so wrong in a couple of weeks from when I received someof these cards till now?" I'm clueless again.
Cheryl: I was deceived. I mean, I was thinking, "Oh my gosh! God meant this from the beginning"(this other guy).
Matt: You just married the wrong guy.
Cheryl: I married the wrong guy.
Matt: Yeah. So then how are we getting from Los Angeles, California, to sitting on the stage here?How do you get to what we like to here call the Republic of Texas?
Cheryl: Well, that April (this is April of 1990 when I told Jeff I didn't love him, didn't think I everdid), he found out we were moving to Dallas with his job. That would be in August (four monthslater). For me initially, it was relief because I could run away from this situation, never have to tellanyone, because I hadn't divulged that to Jeff. We could just get here and start over, work on themarriage, maybe start going to church for the first time, because, you know, that's what you dowhen your marriage is in trouble. You start going to church.
Matt: Church, yeah.
Cheryl: You know?
Matt: Or you have kids.
Cheryl: Or you have kids.



Matt: You come if you have kids because you don't want them to do drugs or get pregnant. So youbring them to church.
Cheryl: Yeah. We got here in August, and…
Matt: You know why you're laughing, because it's the truth.
Cheryl: We got here in August 1990, and we did start going to church. Yeah! It was pretty cool forme because every time we went to church, I felt like the pastor was preaching directly to me. I criedthrough every song, and I just thought, "Gosh! I'm really miserable. That's probably why I'm crying."I didn't realize it was the Holy Spirit at that point in time.
I was so hard-hearted from year two to year eight toward Jeff that I didn't want to work on themarriage, and I actually missed the emotional connection with this guy. We started talking on thephone from Dallas. That led me to file for divorce in 1991, and I divorced Jeff in August of 1992.
Matt: Okay, so now you're really aware that things were not just…
Jeff: I'm aware there are some issues. Yeah.
Matt: Yeah. There are not just some issues, but you get served divorce papers. You guys have beengoing to church. Even as you get to Dallas, Cheryl is saying, "I'm crying through church. I just thinkI'm miserable, and that's why I'm crying." You don't kind of identify it's the Holy Spirit. Where areyou in your journey at that point with the Lord? Your background, as you said, is Baptist, kind oflegalistic upbringing, no real fruit of conversion there. You're a good guy.
Jeff: Yeah. Thanks, Matt. The reality was God was starting to soften my heart as well, but I was soconfused. Then as you said, I got the divorce papers served to me one night. I still didn't know whatwas going on. I mean, I had asked her before if there was anyone else, and she would tell me no. So Ireally didn't know what was going on.
There were times I was concerned maybe there was something wrong with her mentally orwhatever. One night I went over to her house (this was after we were divorced) to pick up the kids.When she opened the door, I looked through her living room, and I saw the guy. I knew who he was.My initial thought was one of relief because at least I knew she wasn't mentally crazy…just crazy.



Matt: Those are different. Two separate things.
Jeff: Yeah, yeah. Two different. Right. Thank you. Then it quickly went to anger.
Cheryl: Yeah. That was tough.
Jeff: I was an angry man for quite a while.
Matt: Divorce is final. You have your freedom. You got what you thought your heart wanted and gotthis emotionally charged phone relationship. As nasty as divorce is, it was probably the friendliestin regard to the girls, a real desire to protect the girls and love them. You got your freedom now.You got your emotionally charged relationship with phone guy. Walk us through kind of whathappens after the divorce for you, Cheryl.
Cheryl: You know, I didn't stay at the church we were going to because Jeff was working with thehigh school youth by that time. It was really me who needed to leave. Plus, no one liked me thereanyway.
I started going to a little church in Plano, and I was doing the same thing. I was walking into thisstrange place I'd never been. Every time the pastor preached and every time I heard a song, Ithought, "Man, this guy must know my life." Then I had a group of women who started to surroundme. I was 33 at the time, and they were my age, and they were cool! I thought, "Man, this isawesome!"
Matt: Cool people in the church?
Cheryl: Yeah.
Matt: No way!
Cheryl: Yeah! They were really walking alongside of me and loving on me, and I couldn't figure itout because my life was such a wreck. I almost married the other guy. It came that close. Over atwo-month period from August to October, I was kind of wrestling with, "What is this that's tryingto capture my heart?"



What I realized in October is Jesus had been chasing me for several years. Wow! Now I can see it allcoming together, and it culminated into my salvation in October of 1992. It was like a DamascusRoad experience for me, Matt. The scales came off. I could see the whole thing. I was attached to thisguy, so it wasn't like an overnight, "Okay, see you later." But yeah.
Matt: Now you're a Christian, Holy Spirit inside of you, new creation or part of this new creation.The old is passing away. How does that begin to shape how you think about Jeff, how you werethinking about this relationship with phone guy (as I'll just continue to call him)? How does thatkind of create new lenses for you once you became a believer and started getting into the Bible?
Cheryl: Yeah, these same women said to me, "Cheryl, you need to start spending time with Jesus." Ithought, "Okay, that sounds cool, but I don't really know what it means." They walked me throughit, and they told me what kind of Bible to go get (a study Bible) and a journal and get up in themorning and spend time with the Lord. "Start reading your Bible, maybe journaling some prayers."
I started doing that. Man, I was getting up at 5:00 a.m., and I was so hungry for God's Word. I stillam, 23 years later. It was just forming who I was, and I thought, "Why didn't anybody tell me thisstuff?" I realized God had a plan for marriage. I was lucky enough back then to go to TommyNelson's study, a live study in 1993. He did it every January on the Song of Solomon. It showed meGod did have a plan for dating and marriage and sex and everything.
I thought, "Oh my gosh! This is all so brand new!" I realized Jeff and I had done it all wrong up untilthen. You know? That led me to study things on marriage, read Christian books on marriage. I waslearning what my role should've been, really what Jeff's role should've been. Finally, in my heartand while I was journaling one day, I felt like God was leading me to pursue reconciliation. It wasn'tout of guilt or anything. It was about God this time.
Matt: You become a Christian, compelled by the Word of God that, "Here's God's good design formarriage and his plan. We did it wrong. Let's try it again. I'm going to give Jeff a random call out ofthe blue"?
Cheryl: Yes.



Matt: I love this part. I've just tried to get my head around it for years. You're at your house. Thephone rings. It's Cheryl. Surely she is calling because one of the girls wants to do something. Yet sheis not saying that. She is saying, "Hey, I'm a Christian. You should marry me, and we should try thisagain." I mean, that's basically the call, isn't it?
Jeff: Yeah, yeah.
Cheryl: Pretty much.
Jeff: Kind of. Pretty close. First of all, I didn't believe her. I'm going like, "Wow. What a coincidence."I had fought for the marriage for a couple of years, tried to get her to go to counseling, and shereally wasn't in to it. That she was saved two months after the divorce was just hard for me to evenbelieve.
Matt: I was going to say, you're still trying to figure out what to do with that body.
Jeff: Yeah. I was still trying to figure out where to plant the body. Right.
Matt: Or bury that body.
Jeff: Yeah, that's right. You know, it was amazing because the Lord had started to work on me too,and it was kind of several different approaches, but I was working with the high school youth at thechurch. A couple of years after I started, the youth pastor asked me to take the guys through a bookcalled Disciplines of a Godly Man. As I was studying the lesson to deliver to the guys on Wednesdaynight, what the Lord was doing was using that book to show me my sin.
Matt: Yeah.
Jeff: Up until then, I had blamed it all on Cheryl and didn't accept any of the responsibility. I startedseeing how it wasn't so much what I did. It was more what I didn't do.
Matt: Yeah.
Jeff: At the same time, I started going to a Friday morning men's Bible study. There were just thesegreat men of God unpacking the Lord's Word. As I would hear it, I heard the gospel like I had never



heard it before. It was really tugging at my heart. Then the other thing that happened was I wouldhear my own daughters' prayers at night and just how they would pray for their mom and dad. Justthe desire of their heart was that somehow we would get our family put back together. That reallyplayed in my heart as well.
Then one night I was in bed, and it was a night I didn't have the girls. I was kind of depressed, and Ihad opened my Bible. I had turned to Proverbs, and there was a passage I had memorized as a smallchild. It was Proverbs 3:5 and 6. It says, "Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on

your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths

straight."

The Lord was saying to me, "Jeff, you've been doing it your own way for 37 years. It's time tosurrender your life to me." That night I surrendered my life to the Lord, and things startedhappening a little faster after that.
Matt: Yeah. A little.
Jeff: Yeah.
Matt: A little faster.
Jeff: Yeah. A little.
Matt: Cheryl, you're pursuing Jeff, trying to reconcile the marriage. He's (per his own admission)really stubborn. He didn't want any part of that, continues to give you the Heisman on that, which isjust, "No. That's not happening."
Cheryl: No, he said, "We'll never get back together."
Matt: Okay, so the full-on Heisman. Yeah, it's not like the Heisman but yes. How often then…?Because this is like five years.
Cheryl: Yeah.



Matt: In these five years of trying to pursue laying this before him, owning your sin, wanting toreconcile, and having him say, "It's not happening. It's never going to happen," how often were youjust like, "Do you know what? Forget this then. I've done all I can. He is the one now who can't hear.It would be easier for me just to date another man, to start anew. I'm not wasting my life anymoreon this"? How often did you wrestle with that? How often did you have that internal conversationwith yourself?
Cheryl: You know, some days I was okay, but I would say no less than 200 times. I don't know. Itmay have been more than that. It was a daily walk for me because I just felt so strongly about it. Iwent out on a few dates and things like that, but when I would try to do that, it just was like Godwas like, "What are you doing? I want you to stay."
I'd argue with the Lord. I'm like, "Well, golly! He is dating. I want to date! I mean, I'm in my thirties.Come on!" You know? God showed me very clearly, though, "Cheryl, before we go down that path ofreconciliation, I need you to know who I am." That was big.
Matt: Okay. I'd love to hear from both of you. Here we are talking about transformation. Themarriage is an illustration of that but the illustration not the point. Right? Talk us through a little bithow becoming Christians, getting into the Word of God, walking with community begins to reshapehow you see one another. As I've tried to kind of put myself in your space just in my imaginationwhere, Cheryl, you needed Jeff to be some things he didn't seem to be able to be for you… You learnJesus is supposed to be some of those things but not all of those things.
Cheryl: Right.
Matt: Then, Jeff, your wife betrayed you with another man, which it's always painful, but for men,there aren't men better than us. I mean, we know there are, but there can't be.
Jeff: Yeah.
Matt: Talk me through how the Holy Spirit reorders how you see one another that really enablesthe next part, which is family dating into dating into the second marriage.



Cheryl: I think for me just realizing God had a purpose in the marriage other than ourselves, andJeff and I had roles we never even knew about. As a godly wife… I didn't even know what thatmeant. I thought that meant just being a good person or something.
Matt: Yeah.
Cheryl: When I could see Jeff through the lenses of the Bible and also see myself through the lensesof the Bible, of being (I always say 1 Peter 3) the submissive wife, understanding what that means,being a gentle and quiet spirit… I'm that, right?
Jeff: That's a challenge for you.
Matt: We all have them.
Jeff: You are now, babe.
Matt: We all have them. Yeah.
Cheryl: Just understanding who we were to be and then living that out in marriage. I could love myhusband. At that point, I didn't have a lot of feelings toward Jeff, and I didn't even know if I could fallin love with him again or love him. I just needed to walk in obedience at that point. God brought thefeelings when the obedience occurred.
Matt: Yeah.
Jeff: For me, it really was… When I would focus and meditate on all Jesus had done for me and all hehad forgiven me for and the price he paid for my sins, it was hard for me not to forgive her. Thenwhen I would look at her too, it was this consistency over time that I could no longer deny she was a
follower of Jesus Christ, not just a believer. When you couple those together, I mean, there wasn'tanything left for me to do but to ask her to remarry me and forgive her.
Matt: Okay. So she is your first and second wife.
Jeff: She is my first and second wife. Yes. Yeah.



Cheryl: That's how he introduces me.
Matt: Yeah. That's great.
Jeff: I couldn't imagine loving her more, even though we're not perfect.
Matt: I love it. That leads me to this, because I think we're up here, and so people are like, "Oh mygosh! Look at them. That's amazing!"
Cheryl: We were divorced for seven years. Yeah! The fifth year we dated as a family, because Jeffwouldn't take me out on a date by myself. Then the sixth year…
Jeff: I was a coward.
Cheryl: Yeah.
Matt: It just takes some time for us brothers sometimes. Yeah.
Cheryl: Yeah. Seven years.
Matt: The last big fight. You don't have to tell us what it was about. Just the last big fight.
Jeff: Friday.
Matt: Friday?
Jeff: Right.
Matt: Okay.
Jeff: Yeah.
Matt: Ordinary. Anybody else?
Jeff: Very ordinary.



Matt: I want to kind of turn now from reconciliation of your marriage, became believers in Christ, toone of your daughters in particular. Two beautiful girls. Both love the Lord deeply. Both arefollowing him. I know Brittany is married, a member at the Dallas Campus, about to have your firstgrandbaby.
Jeff: Yes! Praise God for that.
Matt: Another girl.
Cheryl: Another girl. Poor Jeff.
Matt: If you don't know, Lauren Scruggs was a model in New York City, started a little magazinecalled LoLo. She got homesick so moved back to Texas from New York City. On Saturday, December3, 2011, Lo and I and Lauren (my wife) were talking right over here in this section. It was after thefive o'clock service on a Saturday night. We were just telling her, "Man, we're so glad you're home.We love having you back. Let's get together. Let's get the families together and have something toeat soon."
She was glad to be here. I mean, she is such a daddy's girl, bro. She is such a daddy's girl! She said,"Hey, I'm going out to look at Christmas lights. Let's get something set up for the next couple ofweeks." Then I go home, and I'm watching a football game in my chair. All of a sudden my phonestarts to buzz.
Lauren had gone out to look at Christmas lights, and they did that in a little, small, single-engineprop plane. When the plane landed, she got out of the plane, turned the wrong direction, andwalked into the propeller. As she walked into the propeller, it cut off her arm, knocked the left sideof her face pretty good. It pretty much mangled the left side of her body.
I get the call, rush down to Parkland. There are probably 50 people in a little waiting room there inParkland. I remember Dr. Crawford was there. He was playing worship music over his phone.Cheryl's catatonic. I mean, there is weeping and wailing and praying and hoping.
Lo loved Jesus. I mean, she did before that night. The first time I met Lauren she was, I think, 17, andshe and Brittany came into my office just to ask me about how to be really godly people. That's a



weird conversation to have with 17-year-old girls. Most aren't thinking, "How can we grow ingodliness?" Just beautiful, godly girls.
This accident didn't make her a believer or walk her into belief. She was already a strong believer.Talk a little bit about… For me to get to watch some of the transformation in her life after this eventhas been just a really cool thing. Can you talk a little bit about what you've watched in Lo as she hasendured all of this very honestly, very transparently, and is really in these days being tremendouslyused by God in the lives of others?
Cheryl: Matt, she did have a (praise God!) thriving relationship with Jesus before all this happened,because frankly, for her to receive the deep comfort for the needs she really has had, she neededhim. We're great and all, and our friends are great, and her friends and all of that, but that's whereshe needed to turn.
As her mom, I have just marveled… I've learned so much from her on how she has handled all ofthis. One of the things I love about her most is she is so vulnerable. She is very, very real with herpain. She had a lot of physical pain, and then the emotional is really what has been a lot of it sincethen.
At the same time, she glorifies her Lord. That's the most impressive thing I can say about her. She isalways working at glorifying Jesus. Today she has a richer, deeper relationship with Christ thanever before. If I can get through this, I'll try to read this to you. This is from her book. Jeff has hisreading glasses just in case I can't. It really speaks to where she is at and to really cover her heart.
"I've always believed that living is more than just dreaming. My life changed forever the moment Iwas hit by that propeller. Some of my dreams are different now, but now I'm not going to letanything stop me from living out God's plan for me. I've lost an eye, but I've never seen the worldmore clearly than I do today. I've lost my hand, but I've never been more excited about the workGod has for me to do.
I'm still me…still LoLo, and I'm going to live out loud, walking forward without fear, confidentlypursuing the things that ignite my passion, gaining spark and inspiration from others and, mostimportantly, the realization that beauty can come in so many forms, because with time, faith inJesus, and love, even our scars can become beautiful."



Matt: Yeah. Amen. Amen. Jeff, how you've watched LoLo kind of grow and flourish after theaccident, is there anything you want to…?
Jeff: Well, for a father, I'm just so proud of her. I know it's the Lord and the community of Christ thatcame around her that's really helped her along the way. You know, faith is a cumulative thing. Thesame Jesus she saw change her mother's heart and my heart and put our marriage back togetherwas the same Jesus who has comforted her and been with her every step along the way.
Lauren knows that. She lives for the Lord. It's that cumulative effect where she had built thatspiritual capital that she could draw from her in time of need and then just the community ofbelievers that came around her. As a dad, I just can't tell you how proud I am of her, how hard it isfor me to see her struggle sometimes but also how sweet it is.
Matt: Yeah. I'd love to get your thoughts just as we kind of wrap up our time together. You have thisvibrant, marital, biblical counseling ministry. You're no longer working business for OshKoshB'Gosh. Now you have this thriving ministry. You guys have written a book. You travel around anddo marriage retreats and do all these things.
I just want to draw out both from your testimony and then the testimony of Lo, who literally… Imean, I just watch her love on young women who have recently been in accidents and havesuffered, amputees, and how she loves and shares the gospel with and encourages and walksalongside and has become such an inspiration to so many. I'd love for you to talk about…
Here's the reality. We're talking about not just seven years being divorced but all those years of areally difficult marriage where you're hearing your wife say, "I don't love you. I don't know that Iever loved you." That's just a tough day. I think through that whole thing, through this whole thing,there can't be anywhere in your mind at the time that there's this day coming that God will take allof that pain, all of that loss, all of that hurt, and then forge it into something I think personally is justso stunningly beautiful.
When I watch you guys operate… I mean, I'll use the "H" word, and I don't use the "H" word. You'relike happy doing it. It's not just joy, like, "I get to do this, and it's a joy to do this." You seem reallyglad-hearted, happy serving the Lord. But all of that is rooted in an unbelievable amount of pain andloss and frustration and rage. Can you talk a little bit about the season of life you're in now and howyou kind of see where you are now is so much a result of all you went through?



Jeff: Yeah, yeah. Well, you know, it's just amazing because when God grabs your heart, when Jesusinvades your heart, it's like you can't shut up about it. For us, when we were called to full-timeministry (and we surrendered to full-time ministry seven years ago), it was a beautiful thing,because we're passionate about sharing with others what God has done in our lives. It wasn't Jeffwho changed my heart or Cheryl who changed her heart. It was our Lord Jesus who did.
We want to share that with other couples who are struggling in their marriage and help them andwalk alongside them. But it was never a part of my plan. This was never a part of my plan. This was
God's plan. You know, his plan for your life is going to be infinitely better than anything you couldever dream for yourself.
It's the same thing for Lauren. To see all God has done in her life… We went from four years agopraying she was going to live to watching her now. We were told she would never form a sentenceand never have the same personality. Our Lord Jesus had a different plan. You're just excited aboutit. You can't shut up about it.
Matt: Yeah. Stunning. Anything? You good?
Cheryl: I'm good.
Matt: Okay. I want you to hear me say this. Here's how I want to end our time together. The secondpart… Remember I said we would look at verse 18. Well, verse 18 says, "All this is from God, who

through Christ…" Listen to the twofold movement. "…reconciled us to himself and gave us the

ministry of reconciliation."

I want to keep saying this. Their marriage and the reconciliation of their marriage is an illustration,not the point. I'll say this. If you're in an abusive marriage, you should get out of that marriage.You're being abused. We're not celebrating this in such a way like, "Hey, if you're being abused, youshould stay." If you're getting abused, I think you need to get out.
I wanted you to hear us say this, and I want to put an exclamation point on it. God does not wastethe sorrows of his people…ever. There is no tear, there is no loss, there is no heartbreak that Goddoes not, will not, redeem in time for his glory and for our joy. This becomes super important in aculture that's so hell-bent on speed and transformation overnight, and it should be easy now.



The reason Christianity doesn't have an asterisk at the bottom that says, "Results not typical" is Godforms his people the same way: through joy and through trial. This is why the Bible is filled withGod trying to strengthen your legs and your hands to endure. The promise is not that if you giveyour life to Christ, everything goes your way. The promise on repeat in the Bible is that God is atwork in the mess, and if you have God, he will be enough, regardless of your life's circumstances.
You don't get to use God as a genie in a bottle. He is your hope. When you have him, then there'shope for other movement, but he'll be enough whether you see the movement you really want ornot. That's the message of our faith, and that's why there's not an asterisk at the bottom of Christiantransformation. It's lifelong, and it's wrought with longsuffering, patience, and belief that God is atwork right now.
On the night Jeff hears the wife of his youth say, "I don't love you. I never loved you," God is at work.When he is putting his twin daughters to bed, there's a knock on the door, and a sheriff serves himwith divorce papers, God is at work in the mess. When he picks up his daughters from Cheryl'shouse and sees the man he knows and it makes sense that his wife now has been having an ongoing,adulterous affair with another man, God is at work in the mess.
When Cheryl begins to see what is right, good, and true from the Word of God, God is at work in themess. For five years, as she tries to be obedient to God and sees all these hurdles in her way, God isat work in the mess. He reconciles us to himself, sustains us in himself, and then gives us theministry of reconciliation. None of your pain has been wasted. None of your sorrow has beenwasted. He reconciles us to himself and then allows us to be agents of reconciliation.
I said at the beginning, this is an ordinary man and an ordinary woman. In my green room justbefore we came out here for this service… They were just in Los Angeles seeing Lo and herhusband, Jason. They decided to go swimming in the ocean. Jeff and Lo and Jason go out and swim,and Cheryl is on the shore just terrified of another accident. "Stay away from the rocks. Come overhere. Move over here."
She can't get in the water; she has to make sure nobody else gets hurt. Right? This is where the Lordis still working on her. "Trust me." Right? She is not there yet. He is not there yet. I'm not there.You're not there yet. We're just en route. We're just in process. Listen to me. He has us. We're his.



Would you thank Jeff and Cheryl for being with us today? Thank you, guys. Would you pray withme?
Father, we thank you. We thank you that in you we belong to you. We operate in your power. God,we belong to the community of faith. Holy Spirit of God, I pray for my brothers and sisters who justfeel trapped, stuck, like they don't know that they're going to make it much longer.
I just pray their hearts would be encouraged, that even as we consider this testimony should shutthe mouth of the Accuser, that we conquer the Accuser for listening to this testimony this morning,you would strengthen us and encourage us, build us up in you. I pray, even as we begin to sing andenter into the Lord's Table, you would remind us of your faithfulness and your goodness to us. It'sfor your beautiful name I pray, amen.
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