
The Advent season is a season where we stand right in the middle of two realities. Advent meansarrival or coming. As we enter into the Advent season, we're reminded there was an arrival. Therewas a coming that has already happened, that being the birth of the Lord Jesus Christ, but asChristians, we stand right here looking back to what has already happened but also looking forwardto what will happen.
There was an arrival that already happened in the birth of the Savior; there is an arrival that iscoming that will happen in the second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, so here we sit, here westand, here we are in the midst of this tension. As we already sang this morning, we are a peoplewho are filled with longing and expectation. We look back in remembrance. We look forward withlonging and expectation, a people with angst.
It reminds me as a young boy I had no idea what Advent was, but I did know in this particularseason I was filled with longing, angst, and hope around presents. I can distinctly remember,because the way my family kind of worked this whole thing out, was on Christmas Eve you couldopen one gift. It was the tease gift, but it was the gift you hoped would set the stage for what youprayed and longed would be a feast of gifts the next morning. The Christmas Eve gift kind of set thetone for Christmas.
On this particular Christmas, we were down at my grandparents' house in the Houston area. It wasmy turn to open the Christmas Eve gift, so with great eagerness, anticipation, hope, delight, and allthat a little boy could put into this, I ripped open the paper and received a scientific calculator. Irealize for some of you that's an amazing gift. You have had an illustrious CPA career. You're the lifeof the party. It replaces your abacus.
But this, for me, was disturbing. It was so utterly disappointing that I can't really bring to wordshow I felt as this little boy. All I had done up to this point with calculators, essentially, was turn
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them upside down and try to figure out what bad words I could spell. Did anybody else do that?Praise God. You're an honest crowd. That's what I did!
I get this calculator, and the bottom just dropped out, where I thought, "Are you kidding me? Whowants this? I'm sure it's productive. I'm sure there are things you can do that are really neat with it,but I want a Nintendo. I was looking for Duck Hunt here. I was not looking for a scientificcalculator." It wasn't even the groundbreaking TI-83. It was something before that. It was lame. Itwas boring.
The reality of this story is that it says more about me than it really does about the calculator, but Ithink you can identify with putting your hopes into something. Longing, waiting, hoping, eagerlyanticipating what this will be, only to be, at the end, disappointed, only in the end to be let down.This little story is kind of a microcosm that can tell bigger stories in all of our lives.
It's the idea about misplaced hope. You've done it. I've done it. You're doing it. I'm doing it. Thereare things and people and situations that we are placing our hope in that ultimately will disappointus. For some of us, we're putting our hopes in a person or in a people or in a government or in anideology or in a system. We're putting it in things or projected image. We're putting it in things likesuccess or this future promotion or entrance into this college or this association or whatever it maybe. We are placing our hopes in a thousand different areas.
It reminds me of what the great Augustus McCrae, the cowboy in Lonesome Dove, said as he wasthinking about Jake Spoon, the other cowboy who is promising Lorena that he will take her and leadher away from this old, dusty town called Lonesome Dove to the place where her heart longed to be,San Francisco. Gus, looking at Jake and knowing Jake to be somewhat of a scoundrel, says, "Jake'stoo leaky of a vessel to put much hope in." Then he goes on. In the book it says, "But, then again, allvessels leak to some degree."
Think about where you and I are placing our hopes. Think about where you and I are putting thingsin hopes that it's just going to work out a certain way, that it's going to fill us up and satisfy anaching or a longing in our souls, that it's going to deliver us (some good thing that we're putting ourhope there), and the reality is all things this side of heaven leak to some degree.
The question I want to try to answer this morning is…If everything leaks hope, then what or who can

hold my hope? If you think about the word hope, it's a word that is a part of our daily vernacular. We



use it in our vocabulary all the time. We hope it stops raining. We hope the in-laws leave soon. Wehope the holiday pounds will shed off nice and easy. We hope we don't overspend. We hope the kidsadjust into school. We hope, we hope, we hope. We use it all the time.
In the Scriptures, the word is used over 200 times. In the Scriptures, as you begin to pull out and seehow the word hope is used throughout the Bible, it can be summarized around something like,"Hope means a confident expectation in the future." It means a contagious enthusiasm for what willcome. The idea of hope is that you're looking forward to the future with enthusiasm, withconfidence, with expectation, that there is blessing on the other end of this. Hope is a good thing.
If we ask the question, "If everything leaks, who or what can I put my hope in?" I want to try toanswer that by looking at a verse in Romans, chapter 15. If you have a Bible, grab it and turn toRomans, chapter 15. We'll be in verse 13. As you're turning there, let me just set up the book ofRomans.
Paul writes the book of Romans. This is his letter to the Romans. It's basically considered hismagnum opus. It's his crown jewel. It's his masterpiece. It's a wonderful letter. In the book ofRomans, Paul outlines through chapters 1 and 11 a beautiful bedrock of theology. He begins to talkabout all of us being condemned before the Lord, but this good and gracious God has made a wayfor us.
He talks about the promises given to Abraham. In chapter 5, he talks about the justification, inchapters 6 and 7, sanctification, and in chapter 8, glorification. Then he talks about God callingpeople unto himself. He's just laying out the beautiful truths of our salvation. In chapter 12, he turnsand talks about how these truths aren't just some dusty ideas on a shelf, but they actually workthemselves out in your life and my life in daily living.
He's going to do that in chapters 12, 13, 14, and 15, and in chapter 16, he's going to close the letterwith some closing remarks and personal greetings. At the end of chapter 15, in the first 13 versesPaul is laying out the promises given to the Jews and to the Gentiles, and he basically ends his letterin verse 13 of chapter 15. It's like in this moment Paul has just penned through the power of theHoly Spirit an unbelievable doctrinal treatise.
He has laid out a compelling and beautiful and rich theology of all that God has done for us in Christ.Then he talks about how these truths work themselves out in our daily lives. Then it's almost as if



Paul sets down the pen and breathes out a prayer for his people. Romans 15:13 is a benediction ofsorts. It's a prayer. It's Paul's hope for his readers. It's Paul's hope for his church. In verse 13, hesays, "May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of

the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope."

"May the God of hope…" Here's my point. If we walk away with this, praise the Lord. God is boththe source of hope and our supplier of hope. He is the source and supplier of hope. You see thisright out of the gate, where the apostle Paul says, "May the God of hope…" He is declaringsomething about the very essence and nature of God. God is not just the inspirer of hope; he authorshope. He doesn't just dole hope out. It describes the essence of who he is.
It's not just that God is giving hope, but it's descriptive of the very nature and character of the Godwe serve, that he is a God of hope. The beautiful truth about this reality is that hope is not based onprobabilities but based on promises. Let me see if I can flesh that out a little bit. All the hope youand I have down here at this level, all these misplaced hopes, are based on probabilities. "I think Ihave a really good shot at this promotion. I think if I put this much away in my 401(k) and it growsat this much interest, then I should have this type of nest egg when it's all said and done."
All of that is based on probabilities. It is based on a kind of wish and a hope that may or may notcome true. Whether it's a person or thing, a system or spouse, whatever it is, you're banking onprobabilities, but with the God of hope it's different. You're banking on promises, and you'rebanking on promises God himself has made.
In the book of Titus the apostle Paul says, "And this is a God who cannot lie." When he promises todo these things, he will do them. These promises he has placed over your life and spoken over youand to you… These things will happen! His Son will return. You really are not condemned in ChristJesus. You really are forgiven and cleansed. You really will be made new. You really will receive areconciled and fully redeemed and resurrected body. This will happen.
Our hope is not based on probabilities but on promises. Paul says, "May the God of hope…" Maythe One who authors it, may the One who has sourced it, may the origin of hope, may this God ofhope, may he do something, may he fill you. I love the word there. May he fill you. May it just beginto come up and well up in you to overflow. May he fill you with…what? With joy and with peace.



When Paul talks about joy, which he uses more than any other author in the New Testament…Twenty-one times the apostle Paul is going to speak of joy. Joy, joy, joy. This is a mark of theChristian. Joy. What is he talking about? When he talks about joy, he's talking about an inwardsatisfaction of soul. He's not talking about a bubbly personality type. He's not talking about adisposition that is candy-like and cheerful.
He's talking about an inward (not an outward veneer) satisfaction of soul that wells up with delightin knowing, "He is my God, and I am his son or his daughter." This joy, this inward satisfaction ofsoul different than the superficial realities most of us deal with is coupled with what the apostlecalls peace.
He's praying the people of God would be filled with joy and with peace, and these two things worktogether. In peace, he's not talking about the inward satisfaction of soul; he's talking about theinward settledness of soul. There's a rest and a contentment and an ease of soul that comes throughthe work of the Spirit.
I love what Charles Spurgeon says about this verse. He describes it this way. "Peace is resting joy—joy is dancing peace! Joy cries hosanna before the Well-Beloved, but peace leans her head on Hisbosom. We work with joy, and we rest with peace." Leon Morris goes on to describe this interplaybetween joy and peace in this verse. He says that joy relates to the delight of anticipation in seeingone's hopes fulfilled, and peace results from the assurance that God will fulfill those hopes.
Joy and peace working together. It's important at this point to stop and remember what Paul istalking about here. He's not talking about joy and peace being some type of personality type. Thejoyful person isn't the kind of bubbly, cheery, extroverted guy or gal who loves to be around peopleand lights up a room. When he's talking about peace, he's not talking about the guy or the gal who iscalm, cool, and collected in all situations.
Paul is not talking about a personality type. What he's talking about here is the fruit of the Spirit.What Paul is praying is that the God of hope would fill you with the evidence of the fruit of the Spiritat work in your life. You think about Galatians 5, where Paul writes, "The fruit of the Spirit is love,

joy, peace, patience…" He goes on.
What Paul is praying and asking for the people of God is that you and I would be filled up with theevidence of the work of the Spirit in our lives. To be filled up with this. He says, "May the God of



hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing…" Here you see the interplay or the workingbetween God and you.
The working there is in that phrase, "in believing." What the apostle Paul is saying, if you follow thethread through the book of Romans, in believing means that you have placed your love and trust,you have placed your confidence and your faith in the One who was sent to redeem and reconcileyou, namely the Lord Jesus Christ.
What Paul has been arguing all through the book of Romans is, although we were condemned, Godmade a way. How? Through his Son. Although we were condemned, although we were withouthope, God himself sent his Son to reconcile lost sinners. "Even while we were sinners, Christ diedfor us." This phrase, in believing, is you and me putting our belief, our trust, our confidence, and ourhope in the One who has reconciled us, the One who died in our place. Paul says, "May the God of

hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing…"

"So as you believe on the One in whom I sent, as you believe on the One who died on the cross foryour sins, as you believe on the One who rose from the dead, as you believe in him, as you placeyour love and your trust in the Lord Jesus Christ, the Spirit is at working within you producing thefruit of the Spirit."
Then he goes on and says, "…so that…" The turn in the prayer here is where Paul is going to outlinethe why behind the what, where he's going to say, "This is why I want this. This is why I'm prayingyou would be filled with joy and with peace." Why? "…so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you

may abound in hope."

You can see here the prayer itself is book-ended with hope. It begins with hope ("May the God ofhope abound you in hope"), so I just want you to see what Paul in this beautiful one line of prayer isshowing us. The God of hope is longing for us to abound in hope. How? How does this happen? It'sthis cyclical nature of what is transpiring.
He's saying, "I'm praying you would be filled with the fruit of the Spirit, and as you're filled with thefruit of the Spirit, an inward satisfaction and settledness of soul (joy and peace) happens. I pray itproduces in you a growing desire and hope in the Lord, and as you have a growing desire and anabundance of hope in the Lord, it's producing in you more evidence of the fruit of the Spirit.



As you long to see the Spirit work in your heart more and more and as the fruit of the Spirit is givingevidence of his work in your heart, more and more producing joy, producing peace, satisfaction, andsettledness of soul, that it's producing an abundance of hope."
The good news about the One who supplies hope is that he has an abundant supply of it. How goodis that for us to hear on a morning like this when there's not one of us in here who doesn't needhope? There's not one of us in here who doesn't need it. The good news for you…hear this…is thatGod has hope for you, not just rationed out to you, but in lavish, abundant supply.
As hope grows in you and wells up in you and spreads in you, he has more for you. As hope is smallin you and shriveled in you and you are parched without it, he's saying, "I have it. I have it for you. Iam both the source and the supplier of hope, and my supply is abundant." The apostle Paul praysthis prayer for his people. It's a benediction and a prayer that I hope for our church as well, that theGod of hope would fill us with joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound in hope by thepower of the Spirit.
You see all of this at work, all of this at play. In terms of application and in terms of where we gofrom here, I have two points or categories, really: one for the Christian and one for the non-Christian. For the Christian in here, what I would admonish you to consider is a charge I would putbefore you in light of this… In light of the God of hope, in light of the season we find ourselves in,here is my hope.
My hope is, first, that you would increase over these next 30 days or so the regularity in whichyou're in the Scriptures. Here's the reality of what's going to happen over these next 30 days. It'sgoing to get busy. It's going to be tiring. It's going to be filled with commercialization andmaterialism. We're going to all feel that.
The reality is, unless you go to some faraway, distant land, you will not escape it. You just can't! It'stoo, literally, everywhere! Rather than burning a bunch of energy trying to swim upstream against acurrent that you're not likely going to overcome, I would challenge you to become a little bit moreof an aggressive swimmer downstream and do a couple of things.
One would be to increase the regularity by which you're in the Scriptures. If you read the Scripturesone to two times a week, then I would say over these next 30 days increase it to three to four. Ifyou're in the Word three to four or five to six times a week, read it daily. If you're already in the



Word daily, then read it twice a day. Over this next little Advent season, if you could just turn andtune your heart just a little bit. Why?
Because it's through the Scriptures that the Spirit reveals to you and to me the God of hope. It'sthrough the Scriptures that our perspective is lifted and the fog is cleared a little bit. As we navigatethe craziness of what this season will be, we'll be reminded yet again of a true hope, a future hope,that is ours in Christ. Over this next 25 to 30 days, how about we just get in the Scriptures and lookback and remember about the King who came as a little baby and be reminded that he is comingagain as our triumphant ruler? What if we spent some time as a church there?
Secondly, I encourage you to do this. If you could, just courageously identify some of the misplacedhopes you have in your life even now, some of those areas where you have maybe placed it insomeone or something, good or bad. Recognizing that all vessels leak to some degree, begin to namesome of the things I have placed my hope in. "I've looked to this for ultimate satisfaction, fulfillment,ultimate hope, or ultimate deliverance. I've looked to these things, and they're less than. They can'tdeliver."
I would just encourage you to maybe name those. Write them down. Share them with a friend, afamily member, a spouse, or whoever it may be. As you increase your regularity in the Scriptures, Iwould encourage you to identify some of those misplaced hopes, but also, right alongside thosemisplaced hopes, I would encourage you to wash over your soul with the promises of God.
You've been in the Scriptures with more regularity, you're identifying some of these misplacedhopes, and then you're putting the promises of God right there in your heart to replace, remindingyet again, "This is true. 'There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ.' This is true. 'As Iwalk through the valley of the shadow of death, he's with me. His rod and his staff, they comfortme.' This is true. 'I actually am a new creation. I feel dirty, I feel full of shame, but I am a newcreation in Christ. I have been washed. I have been set free. I have been redeemed.
This body, which may not be working properly, and the cells aren't doing what they need to bedoing… I know I'm cantankerous and maybe full of disease, but there is coming a day when all ofthat will be made right. There is coming a day when all of these tears will be wiped away. There iscoming a day when the King will come back to redeem and rescue fully and finally and forever.'"



For you to be washed over yet again in these promises, church, I'm not saying the season won't beany less busy, I'm not saying it won't be any less tiring or any less frustrating at points, but you maybe able to capture something you would otherwise miss. You may be able to capture some moretime peering into the beauty of the reality that he is a God of hope and that you and I may havemisplaced hopes, but even in the midst of our misplaced hopes we have a God who forgives, heals,restores, and redeems.
For those of you in here who are not believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, and I'm confident there areprobably many among us, I want to say welcome. You may be here with family as you're finishingout your Thanksgiving holiday. You may be here at the arm of a friend. For whatever reason you arehere, just know we love that you're here and are extremely grateful for it.
If the admonition to the church would be, "Seize the season and redeem it," my encouragement toyou, friend, would be to receive the gift God is offering to you. God right now is offering to you a giftcalled eternal life through his Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. Here's the crazy thing, and I feel a littleawkward even saying it, but I'm saying it because I believe the Bible.
The Bible says in 2 Corinthians, chapter 5, that right now in this moment as I'm speaking to you Godhimself is making his appeal through me to you. He's using a broken, messed up, dysfunctionalvessel like me to make his appeal to you. What is that appeal? What is he offering to you? Theappeal is this. He's saying, "Be reconciled to God." That's the appeal God is making to you right now,so the gift he's offering to you is a gift of eternal life, but it gets even greater than that.
It's not just eternal life, life forever. It's life with him forever, but it's not just life with him forever.It's life with him forever as a son or a daughter. It's not just a future forever kind of thing. It's a rightnow thing as well. The invitation to you, even right now, is that you can be forgiven, that the weightof your sin and the burden you carry can be lifted, that you can be made whole and right before aloving God, your creator God who loves you, created you, and sent his Son to die on the cross foryou.
He's offering for you a righteousness that you and I could have never earned. He's offering for you,and I love this word, grace. Here's the deal. If it sounds too good to be true, it really is. That's howwe all felt. If you don't feel worthy to receive the gift, you're not welcome, but what God is saying toyou right now, friend, is, "Receive the gift of Christ."



If I could just summarize it in one word… He's offering you something you seriously don't haveright now. Hope. He's offering you hope. For us as a church, if I could just go back and think aboutthat scientific calculator and all the disappointment that was in me. I think about all I've workedthrough with that little gift and how that tells a story that points to a bunch of different stories inmy life as it relates to misplaced hopes and disappointments and dissatisfactions all along the way.
What I think is astounding is the way Paul describes hope in Romans, chapter 5. Paul is laying out inRomans, chapter 5, that you and I have been justified by faith in Christ, and because of thatjustification we have peace with God. Then he goes on to say as we walk through tribulations andtrials and situations and sufferings, these sufferings produce endurance, and endurance producespatience, and patience produces character, and character produces hope.
Get this. He says, "…and hope does not disappoint." You think about that! You think about yourexperience and things you've hoped in and how at the end of that line you've experienceddisappointment, but Paul is saying, "No, no, no. Hope, real hope, true hope, hope that's sourced andsupplied by God himself, it does not disappoint." That's an astounding statement.
What the apostle Paul is saying in Romans, chapter 5 and in Romans, chapter 15, verse 13, is thatthe God of hope on that day, on that future day, that day that is coming… When you and I get to thatbetter day, there will be no disappointment. There will be no regret. There will be no wishing it wasmore. There will be no more longing of heart or longing of soul or thinking, "Man, I just would havedone it this way, or I sure wish it worked out like this."
He's saying on that day all of your deepest longings and satisfactions will be overflowing. Not onlywill disappointment be all the way to the wayside, he's saying, more than that, it will be beyondanything you can ask or imagine, so on that good day, on that glorious day, there will be nodisappointment.
In the meantime, as you and I travel and traverse through this journey called life, we will sufferdisappointment, and in those moments, God is saying, "Son, daughter, lift up your gaze. Lift up youreyes. Look. There is coming a day when your hopes will be finally and forever fulfilled with nodisappointment. There is coming a day when, beyond all that you could ask or imagine, you will berichly satisfied. You will be forever content in me. You will not be disappointed."



Even on an afternoon like this, with some of us with questions and confusion, with hardships andheartaches, God is saying to you right now, church, "Look up. Look up. Look to that day. Look to thatday, that day when hope will not disappoint, because it's a hope that is sourced in me." What God isoffering to you and to me is the best gift: himself. May we be a church and may we be a people whoabound in hope as we look to the One who sources hope and supplies it in abundance. Let's pray tothat end.
Father, we thank you that you are the God of all hope. You are the God of hope, and to think aboutthe beautiful and amazing truth that just washes over us through your Word. I pray for those inhere today who came in feeling hopeless, who even right now may still feel hopeless. I pray youwould give them the courage to look up, to be reminded about what your Word says to them.
That you are the God of hope, that you will fill them with joy and peace in believing so by the powerof the Holy Spirit they will abound in hope, that you are the One who supplies hope, and that yoursupply is in abundance, that you never run out of it, that you never have to ration it to make sureeverybody gets a little bit.
But because it's sourced in you and you have no end, I pray that you would, God, fill them with hopetoday, and I pray as a church we would be a church with contagious enthusiasm for the future,because the future is ours through Christ, and that future is glorious and beautiful and mighty,because it's a future that's forever secure with you. We bless you and we love you. It's in Christ'sname we pray, amen.
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