
If you have your Bibles, would you grab those Bibles? We're going to be in James 5. We're going tolook at verses 7-12. We've just kind of walked our way through the book of James, the half-brotherof Jesus who believed Jesus was the Son of God and actually ended up being one of the first martyrsof the Christian faith.
I like to point to that as often as possible, just to go, "What do you have to do to convince your half-brother that you're God in the flesh to the point he would give his own life for you?" The answer tothat is, "Resurrect from the dead." That's why we look with special care and attention on the wordsof James. James 5:7-12 is what we're going to look at in our time together with only two weeks leftin our study of James.
It seems that all the creativity of man and all the energy we possess all has a kind of hyper-likefocus in our day and age, and that hyper-like focus is to eradicate from the face of the earth anyneed to be patient. We are heaven bent on making sure we don't have to wait for anything…ever. Ifyou think about it… The way it's helpful for me is to think about the world my 6-year-old daughteris growing up in. That's my youngest. She's just about to be 6. She turns 6 on May 29.
When I was her age, we lived in the San Francisco Bay Area, and my parents' families, both of whomwere from Missouri… They called it Missoura. They lived around a lake in the sticks of Missouracalled Pomme de Terre Lake, and every summer, my father would rent a pop-up camper, put it onthe back of our car, and we would drive from San Francisco to Missoura.
Let me tell you what we did in the car. Are you ready? We looked out the window. Then we played ISpy, which is not easy at 70 miles an hour and not easy when you're talking a three-day trip insidethe same vehicle. You're just kind of running out of options. Then we would color. Then we wouldpester my dad until violence entered the equation on, "Are we there yet? Are we there yet?"
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We knew we weren't there yet, but what else could we do? We had been in the car for three days.From there we would stare out the window again. Then we would ask if we were there. Then wewould color a picture. Then we would play I Spy. Then we would stare out the window. Now, everyyear, my family takes a 6-hour trek from Dallas up to Missouri, because that's how you say thatword. We drive to a family camp at Kanakuk right outside Branson. It's called K-Kauai. My kids loveit. It's my favorite thing we do as a family every summer.
Six hours. My 6-year-old watches movies and then can play video games on one of our devices. Shedoesn't ask if we're there yet. She has the audacity to complain about being bored. Then I becomethe very thing I swore to God on High I would never become, my father. I turn around, and I try toconvince her of how hard I had it. My dad would be like, "We didn't have an air conditioner back inthe day. We just had to sleep on the side of the road and hope nobody killed you."
I'm saying to my daughter, "Listen. I stared out the window for three days. You're watching threemovies and playing some video games. We're there. Spare me your boredom. I'll show youboredom. Shut the TV." Right? Everything is bent on, "You don't need patience anymore." There'sthis real ironic thing happening. The more we make the world faster and easier, the moreperpetually impatient we actually are.
If you think about it, it's faster than it has ever been. You want movies? Live stream them to anydevice you have. Here's something that stuck out to me this week just in prepping, getting ready forthis. I was grabbing a taquito from Whataburger, and I noticed that Whataburger has two lanes fortheir drive-through, because fast food just isn't fast enough. We have to speed that mug up just alittle bit more.
How do we do that? It only takes from freezer to hot in your hand 2.7 minutes. How do we speedthat up? Double lanes. McDonald's has done that. Everything is, "Have to get it now." It has jacked usup. Watch this. How many of you this week… This is a safe place. If you're a guest, this is a safe placefor you. Welcome home. How many of you this week have been downloading a document, a picture,something, and then gave up because it wasn't moving fast enough?
Think of how crazy that is. "Oh, man. I've been waiting for like 18 seconds. Never mind. I have notime for this." Right? It's crazy. We're perpetually impatient now. "This isn't fast enough. This isn'thappening quickly enough. This is frustrating me." If you compare it with where we've come from,it's crazy. I can remember in my lifetime having conversations at dinner that had no resolution.



Here's what I mean by that. It's the very last 10 years of human existence that we've been able to beat dinner with friends and go, "Hey, who was that third baseman for the Dodgers in the 90s?" andactually get an answer to that. See, before the last 10 years, you just had to hope that you one dayremembered or that you came across someone who knew the answer. You couldn't just pullsomething out and in a matter of seconds find the answer. Right? That's brand new. That has neverexisted before in the history of mankind.
Yet we're perpetually aggravated. How many of you have yelled at a device in the last month? Hasanybody yelled at their screen? Doesn't that make you crazy? Think about how crazy that is. When Iwas trained for this job, theological research and writing, I went to a library, and I had to go to whatis called a card catalog, kids. It was arranged via something called the Dewey Decimal System.
Here's what I had to do. If I was going to go do that work some other place, I had to take the bookand make copies of pages in the book. There was no PDF. There was no, "Let me email that tomyself." I had to make copies of it, and it cost me money. You would never get the book right thefirst time, so you had to throw away the first seven pages. That cost you 45 cents, which might aswell be $1 million when you're a freshman in college. That's two packages of Ramen noodles, man.That's staying alive.
You had to make those copies, and then you had to go back and do your work in your dorm room orsome other place. Everything has gotten faster an easier, and it has only served to frustrate us. Wefind ourselves lacking patience in a day and age where everything is built for ease and speed andcomfort. Shoot, even riding a roller coaster now. For a few extra bucks, you can get a fast pass. Youcan register and show up and make everybody who has been sweating to death in line for twohours despise you as you just walk up and hop on the roller coaster.
Everything is built for speed. Everything is built for, "You don't have to wait. Let's create anotherline in the fast food." Any time of creative technological brilliance we have is hyper-focused not onjust curing diseases but making us not have to wait. It hasn't been good for our souls. See, the Lordvalues patience in his children. Not just so we don't yell at our screen or scream at our spouse orsnap at our children. When we think of patience, that's almost always the domain in which we'rethinking about patience.



We're thinking, "Oh, I lose patience so easily with my spouse. I lost patience so easily with my kids. Ilose patience so easily when I'm driving." We think about those kind of surface-level areas wherepatience is necessary. I do think God cares about those things, and he speaks into those things, butGod is serious about patience because persevering faith and gladness in God requires it.
Persevering, glad-hearted faith in God requires patience. I'm going to try to explain that via James5:7-12. Here's the outline of the text. Be patient; the Lord is coming. Be patient; God isaccomplishing something in you. Be patient with each other. Be patient; God's promises are true. Bepatient with each other. Seriously. That's the outline. James 5, starting in verse 7.
"Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for

the precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the early and the late

rains. You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand.

Do not grumble against one another, brothers, so that you may not be judged; behold, the

Judge is standing at the door. As an example of suffering and patience, brothers, take the

prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. Behold, we consider those blessed who

remained steadfast.

You have heard of the steadfastness of Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how

the Lord is compassionate and merciful. But above all, my brothers, do not swear, either by

heaven or by earth or by any other oath, but let your 'yes' be yes and your 'no' be no, so that

you may not fall under condemnation."

The outline of this text and James's argumentation for this group of people who are oppressedexternally and conflicted internally is five-fold.
1. Be patient; the Lord is coming. For two millennia, the heart of the believer in Christ and theimagination of the believer in Christ are set on the return of Christ and all things being made new.See, for the Christian, history is linear. We are moving toward something, away from something.That thing we're moving toward is the day Christ returns and consummates all he accomplished inhis cross and his resurrection. We are moving toward something. We concentrate and get ourimagination around this. Our Father is coming to get us.



I was playing in the backyard with Reid and Norah several years ago and throwing the football withReid. Honestly, I was throwing it at him. It just bounced off. He couldn't catch well quite yet. We'retossing the ball in the back, and Norah had snuck off. I lost sight of her. Judge me if you want. Ithappens. She's alive. We made it. We don't have a pool or anything.
Reid and I are playing, and all of a sudden, I just hear kind of a whimper and a cry for Dad. I camearound the side of the house, and she had climbed up our fence. She was looking over our fence.After she got up there she had apparently enjoyed it for five or six minutes, and then thought, "Idon't know how to get down."
Stuck on the fence, she began to cry out for me, and she was there until I got to grab her, kiss her,and put her down on the ground. The Christian imagination is, "My Dad is coming. My Dad iscoming, and I'm closer." Let me paint for you out of the Scriptures the day we're looking forward to.Revelation 21, starting in verse 1.
"Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed

away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of

heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.

And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 'Behold, the dwelling place of God is with

man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them

as their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more,

neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have

passed away.' And he who was seated on the throne said, 'Behold, I am making all things

new.'"

This is coming. We are closer now than we were when we walked in. This is where the Christianhope hinges, that he is coming. He will make all things new. Tears, mourning, loss, sadness allvanish. In fact, even in Communion at the end of our service, part of what we're celebrating in thecup is that we are closer to the day where we drink with him face to face, not in some sort ofsymbolic celebration of union with him, but a face-to-face meeting with the King of Glory.
This is a reality, not a hope. We are closer. You know how time works. It's summer. Didn't we justopen presents? I feel like we just broke down our Advent stage. We know how time works. It alwaysshows up faster than we think it's going to. If you think in the future, like the end of this semester, "I



can't wait for this vacation. I'm looking forward…" Listen. To put it in language you mightunderstand as mostly Texans, we will be watching football again soon, sooner than we think.
We're about to get in that weird, nebulous, "Ugh," season. Then boom. It'll be here. Look. Our kidsare going to be starting school again like tomorrow. It's not, but it is, right? That's just how timeworks. Right? As a 41-year-old, probably in that apex of activity for me… Probably. I don't know. I'monly 41. I don't know what comes after it. I just know what's before it.
I will tell you this. My life could be described as very long days with very fast years. Days are long. Igo to bed tired, and then it's 2020. It's just happening that way. It's flying, and time for us works thisway. We will be at this day before we know it. If you're crossing off boxes on a calendar, we'removing toward this day where there are no more tears, no more mourning, no more loss, no moresadness, no more death.
Hold tight. You're almost there. Be patient. We're almost there. Be patient. It won't be long now.Every bit of difficulty, suffering, crawling, weariness, depression, anxiety, lustful perversions will beover on that day. There will be no longer a need to fight and hang in there because God will pull usoff the fence. Hang in there. The Lord is coming.
2. Be patient. God is accomplishing something in you. Look at the illustration here. "See how the

farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the

early and the late rains. You also, be patient." Tying it back into the first point. "Establish your

hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand." I think in our clearer moments, we understandthis, but in our more difficult moments it gets difficult for us to see. Let me try to remind.
On this kind of linear line with the coming of Christ and all things being made new, being the end ofhistory as we know it, you and I are on this linear line somewhere back here, converted by the graceof God, being called to be a child of God. He is now sanctifying us, making us more and more andmore and more like Jesus. God uses both joys and sorrows to conform us into the image of his Son.
If you're a Christian, difficulty is not punitive. You're not being punished for not having a longenough quiet time. That's not how this works. You are fully loved, fully accepted in Christ if you area son or daughter of God. That doesn't mean the Lord doesn't have work to do that he desires to doin you.



To put in every day terms, I love my son. He's a 9-year-old boy. I love him. It's hard for me toimagine anything he could do right now to make me not love him, but we have some work to do.Part of that work is rewarding what is good and right, and part of that is disciplining what is wrong.Hebrews 12 says, "The Lord disciplines those he loves, and he scourges all those whom he callssons." Difficulty for the Christian is not God punishing his children but God shaping and molding hischildren.
James has already argued this way earlier in the book. If you remember James 1:2-4, it says this.
"Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the

testing of your faith produces steadfastness." Now, what is steadfastness? It's patience onsteroids. "And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete,

lacking in nothing."

God is accomplishing, producing in you fruits of righteousness. Be patient; the Lord is at work inyour struggle. He is at work in your joy. He is at work in your losses. He is at work in your fight. Heis at work. Don't lose hope. Be patient. God is accomplishing things. He is building your confidenceand breaking your idolatry. Be patient; the Lord is at work. Be patient; the Lord is coming.
3. Be patient with each other. Look there in verse 9. "Do not grumble against one another,

brothers, so that you may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing at the door." Now we'regoing from, "Be patient; the Lord is coming. Be patient; the Lord is at work among you." Then heenters into this idea on the ground. Don't grumble about one another. "Gosh, that guy. I can't believehe… I just can't believe…"
His argument is that ultimately, you're receiving the same grace as others. In the same way othersget on your nerves, you most definitely get on others' nerves. In fact, I love this. I'm reading C. S.Lewis's book The Screwtape Letters with some friends. I love Lewis. The Screwtape Letters is one ofthe most creative of Lewis' works. What Lewis does in The Screwtape Letters is he writes the bookaround a demon named Screwtape who is mentoring a younger demon named Wormwood.
Screwtape is writing letters to Wormwood, teaching him how to deceive and destroy mankind. Inchapter 2, what happens is Wormwood's "patient" as it's called in Lewis's work has become aChristian. Screwtape writes to Wormwood, "Do not think you will escape the punishment that isdue for letting your patient become a Christian." Then he goes on to help Wormwood understandhow to deceive and destroy the joy of this Christian's conversion.



Here's what he says in letter two of The Screwtape Letters. This is from Screwtape to Wormwood."One of our great allies at present is the Church itself. Do not misunderstand me. I do not mean theChurch as we see her spread out through all time and space and rooted in eternity, terrible as anarmy with banners. That, I confess, is a spectacle which makes our boldest tempters uneasy. Butfortunately, it is quite invisible to these humans. All your patient [this new Christian] sees is thehalf-finished, sham Gothic erection on the new building estate [or site]."
He's saying all we can see is the work in progress. We don't see the finished work. To us, it looksbroken and a bit ghetto-like and not put together well. It looks like it's falling apart. Screwtapewrites to Wormwood, "He is unaware. He is not able to see what we see, the church mighty as anarmy with banners, able to make us tremble before God's purposes and plans. Rather, he sees thehalf-built workings of God in the hearts of his people."
Here's how he gets this young Christian to not walk in the joy of the Lord. "When he gets to his pewand looks around him he sees just that selection of his neighbors whom he has hitherto avoided. […]Provided that any of those neighbors sing out of tune, or have boots that squeak, or double chins, orodd clothes, the patient will quite easily believe that their religion must therefore be somehowridiculous. […] Work hard, then, on the disappointment or anticlimax which is certainly coming tothe patient during his first few weeks as a churchman."
How can you assure that a Christian will not walk in the joy that God has given to him in the grace ofChrist? Let him focus on the weaknesses of the churchmen around him and let him grumble. Weknow theologically how we should think about each other. Right? If we keep going back to thislinear line with our last day being that one where Christ is making all things new, no moremourning, no more tears, no more death, that day, we're moving toward that day.
What's true is on that line, toward that day, none of us is complete. The Lord is still working in eachand every one of us. This means we're in varying stages and varying places on that line. God's gracefor us stays lavish and extravagant throughout our progressive sanctification. The way I've tried toteach it to you historically is the Lord knew what he was buying on the cross. Since God is aninexhaustible well, his grace for you never runs out.
This is why that line can be really long for some of us, and God never wearies or tires of us failingand struggling, sometimes with elementary things. The steadfast love of the Lord is so strong that in



a lifetime of stumbling and falling, he never goes, "Sheesh, forget it," but continues to lavish upon usextravagant grace. James's argument is, "I would be really careful grumbling about your brotherwhen the Judge, the only one who really has the right to judge, is standing in the doorway andwatching."
This text reminded me of the parable Jesus tells about a man who was forgiven much debt andimmediately went out to those who owed him and threw them into prison for not being able to payhim the debt they owed him when he had been forgiven so much by the king. If you would dial in toall you have been forgiven of, all God has been gracious to you in, how much mercy has beenextended to you, I promise you your self-righteous judgment and grumbling about your brotherswould considerably shrink.
The issue is you just think you're so awesome. You can't grasp the mercy that has been extended toyou. If you're kind of just normal, everyday church folk, you're probably looking around at moronsthat make you feel better about where you are. Then you begin to puff out your chest and walk likewe should all just be thankful that you're here to save the kingdom of God for us.
James' argument is, "Hey, bro. The real Judge is standing in the door. I'd watch your mouth." Tounderstand the mercy that has been extended to us enables us to extend the mercy to others. Don'tgrumble. Be patient with your brothers. They're works in progress. Then he goes back, and this isjust a rich one.
4. Be patient; God's promises are true. Look in verse 10. "As an example of suffering and patience,

brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. Behold, we consider those

blessed who remained steadfast. You have heard of the steadfastness of Job, and you have

seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and merciful."

This is intriguing argumentation from James because he reminds people of the one verse, the onebook in the Bible most of us try to avoid. Oftentimes, I'm sitting across from people who aren'tbelievers, and one of the kind of cards our modern-day culture plays when they don't want tosubmit to the living God of the universe is they'll say, "I can't believe you Christians believe theBible. I can't believe you would put confidence in a 2,000-year-old book."
That's somewhat un-researched and foolish to say, so if you want to believe that, at least do thehard work of digging around so you don't sound like a fool to someone who knows. If what God



wants me to do with his book is win friends and influence people, then I need the book of Job to gosomewhere. It would be really helpful if Peter wasn't such an idiot in the New Testament.
You know what you can do to help me, Father? Let's not slaughter the Canaanites, because that onekeeps coming back up a lot. Here's what happens in the book of Job. Keep in mind that James istrying to encourage people with the book of Job, Job as a book of encouragement. The Bible tells usthat God is on his throne, and the angels are presenting themselves to God. The Accuser walks in.The Devil is the Accuser. He walks in, and God asks the Accuser what he has been up to.
Always pay attention when God asks questions, because God doesn't need to know anything. Heasks the Accuser what he has been up to. He's like, "Looking at the sons of man." God says, "Haveyou considered my servant Job?" The Accuser goes, "Of course he praises you. Of course he lovesyou. You've given him all good things. He has many children. He is extremely wealthy. You've donenothing but bless him. Of course he praises you, but if you let me take all you have given him, he'llcurse your name." God says, "Okay."
What? We read it in a very succinct, condensed… Maybe hours, maybe days. Job loses everything.All seven of his children die. All of his wealth vanishes. The only thing he's left with is his wife, andthat's not a good thing. We'll talk more about that in a second. What happens when all is gone, allseven children are dead, all his wealth has vanished? The Bibles says Job tears his clothes, gets insackcloth and ashes, and says, "Naked I came from my mother's womb and naked I will return. TheLord has given. The Lord has taken away. Blessed be the name of the Lord."
Then the scene switches. We're back in heaven, and God is on his throne. The angels are presentingthemselves. The Accuser walks in again. God goes, "Hey, hold up for a second. Shh. Do you hearthat? I think our boy Job down there is singing 'Oceans' to me. I love that song. Remember that timeyou said he was going to curse me? Spirit, get down there and lead him without borders. Walking onwater…do that. What's up, Accuser?"
This is all a paraphrase. If you try to find this right now, it's going to be… Right? Job still loseseverything and praises him. The Accuser says, "It's because he has his health. If you let me take hishealth, he will curse your name," and God again says, "Okay, but don't kill him." Now, a couple ofthings I always love about the early of chapter of Job are, first, that the Accuser is constantly askingpermission (I love that) and that God, even when he grants permission, gives parameters.



It doesn't sound like the dualism that Hollywood always presents us with, does it? It's like theAccuser is like, "Hey, do you mind if I…?" God says, "Okay, but here are the parameters." He's a dogon a leash. That's what we see about the Accuser. The Bible tells us that from the top of his head tothe bottom of his feet, Job breaks out in boils.
His wife says upon this… See, he's in the sackcloth and ashes. He has a clay pot. He's scraping hisskin, and his wife says, "Are you still holding on to your integrity? Curse God and die, you fool.""Thanks, baby. I was thinking what I could really use right now is you nagging me as I sit here andscrape my sores with clay." Do you see what I'm saying? "Give me the dog. Take the woman. Thedog will at least be friendly."
Ultimately, here, this is meant to encourage the believers James is writing to. How? Because thebelievers in James knew the last five chapters of Job. They knew God meets Job in this brokenness.He heals Job. He restores to Job all that has been taken, and we see the compassion and love of Godmade manifest in difficult days and moronic friends that are present in Job's life.
They can look back upon centuries if not millennia of God's faithfulness to the prophets and to Job,the one who has suffered more than anyone in this room. I know we have loss in this room. We havestruggle in this room. We have difficulty in this room, but I don't know one of you who has lostseven children and ended up homeless and dying of a disease.
That's why Job is the illustration because no one has a trump card over Job, not until Jesus, whotakes on the sins of the world. He says, "Consider Job." He points to Job as a picture of God's mercyand compassion. "Hang in there. God's promises are true." Listen. God has never betrayed you. Hehas never failed you.
I'm not saying you haven't endured difficulty. I'm not saying you have not experienced sorrow. I'mnot saying there aren't horrible, broken things in the world. I'm saying that in this last day on thislinear line, the old will pass away, and the new will come, and we will see how all things fit to theglory of God.
Augustine, who was a bishop in Hippo in northern Africa, explained our lives as having our facesscrunched against a stained glass window. If your face was jammed into a stained glass window, allyou would see is broken glass and edges. It would look like there had been some kind of terribleaccident, but as you pull back away from stained glass windows, they can be incredible.



Augustine said that we, being finite and not infinite, see the world with our faces up against theglass. God, being eternal, sees how all the jagged pieces fit together into something beautiful. Hangin there. Be patient. God's promises are true. We see it probably most clearly in the life of Josephwho is sold into slavery by his brothers. He ends up working himself out of slavery into runningPotiphar's house.
Apparently, our man Joseph is a looker because Potiphar's wife is pursuing him and trying toseduce him. Joseph sticks to honoring the Lord and honoring Potiphar and even says to the woman,"It ain't happening." Again, that's a paraphrase. If you're Googling, "It ain't happening Joseph," it'sprobably not going to pull up on your Bible app. Then finally, Joseph finds himself in the house. Shecorners him and grabs him.
He fights her off, and he leaves his coat behind. She falsely accuses him of sexual assault, and Josephends up back in prison. From there, he interprets some dreams. To one of the king's counselors, hesays, "Remember me when you get out of here. The Lord has shown me that you're going to get out.Remember me when you get out." The guy got out and forgot about Joseph, so he stayed in thedungeon.
Years later, through some sweet acts of mercy, he ascends to one of the highest positions in Egypt,almost on the throne of Egypt itself, second in command, really close to the Pharaoh. Thosebrothers who sold him into slavery show up in desperate need of help as Israel was experiencing ahorrific famine. People were dying, and it looked like God's promised people were about to bewiped off of the earth.
Here's what Joseph says to his brothers in Genesis 50:20. "As for you, you meant evil against me,

but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they

are today." Be patient; God's promises are true. The Bible does not promise you and I will notpromise you a life of ease, a life without tears. I will promise you God's promises are true. He willhold you. He will not let into your life what he will not sustain and hold you together in.
We can imagine. We have fears. "Oh my gosh, if this was happening, I just don't think I could do it."The reason you don't think you could do it is God hasn't entered that into your world. Once thatenters into your world, he'll bolster you and hold you together. Do you know how I know that? I'vegotten to walk into that room about 600 times in the last 20 years.



People I had just talked to earlier in the week, people who were scheduled to come over to ourhouse for dinner, heck, people in my own family, plans that were set… Then the telephone rang, andthe brokenness of this world invaded, and God was present, and he held together, and he sustainedand in really beautiful ways even injected (we'll talk more about this next week) some joy into thedifficulty. Be patient; God's promises are true. Lastly, he circles back around.
5. Be patient with each other…seriously. He's just so serious about what this does in the life of acommunity. He circles back around to being patient with one another again but with a nuance.Earlier it was about grumbling. This is going to be more about the culture of a community of faiththat is patiently awaiting the return of Jesus.
"But above all, my brothers, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or by any other oath,

but let your 'yes' be yes and your 'no' be no, so that you may not fall under condemnation."When James says, "Do not swear an oath," he's prohibiting invoking the name of God as a type ofweight on your "yes" or your "no." He's saying, "Don't do that."
What he's doing right now is James is going contrary to the Levitical law where we see in Leviticusthe need and the necessity for oath and what happens if a man breaks his oath. They restrictprohibitions and punishments for those who made oaths and broke those oaths by using the nameof the Lord as their bolstering of their word. James is saying, "No, no, no. Christ has fulfilled therighteous requirements of the law." We now live under the law of liberty, under the law of love. Wecovered that earlier in James 1.
As those who have experience grace and mercy, those who have experienced the loving kindness ofGod, the sacrificial love of God in Christ, we are those who live self-blessed lives, loving andencouraging and saying, "Yes," as often as we can to our brothers and sisters. We let our "no" be our"no," and we let our "yes" be our "yes."
We have no need to swear by the name of God because God has created a community that lives bythe law of liberty. "If I can serve you, I'm going to. If I can't, I'm not going to make up some stuff. I'mjust going to say, 'Brother, I can't for where I am right now, but I love you. Let me try to get you helpsomewhere else.'"



When you preach a message like this… There have been a lot of difficult things that probably strikeat many of our anxieties and fears. We've prayed for people with cancer today. We watched theAnderson video, which is a parent's worst nightmare.
Here, we've had a whole sermon filled with needing to be patient because the Lord is going to come,needing to be patient, believing God has accomplished something, needing to be patient with oneanother, needing to be patient because the Lord's promises are true, needing to be patient becauseGod is creating a community of faith that doesn't just live in this last day but is in process right now.
Here's what I know. For some of us, we're just going to write some of these things down. We'regoing to kind of categorize it, and one day we'll revisit it and go, "Man, that was great." Six weeks,eight weeks, ten weeks, two months from now, we'll be like, "Gosh, I'm really struggling. Wait, Ithink Chandler said something in May. Let me see. Oh, wait. Yeah, here it is. Here are my notes. Ahh,that's right. The Lord is coming."
For others of us, we dragged ourselves in here today. For others of us, this isn't some idea we'llneed to consider in the future; this is a helpful word from God right now. See, some of us have comein here, and it has been a hell of a week. What I mean by that is it has been a torment-filled, from thedepths of hell type of wrestle.
For some of us, that's with depression. For others of us, that's sexual perversion. For others of us,that's drugs and alcohol. For others of us still, that's doubt. For others of us still… We've draggedourselves in here, not being confident in how long we're going to be able to hang in there. For youthis morning, is not today an objective evidence of the grace of God being for you, being mercifultoward you?
Is not this text falling on this weekend with you being here, coming off what you're coming off of yetanother mercy of God on your life? Is God not right now stepping into your space and saying, "I'mcoming. Hang in there." Is God not right now going, "No, no, no. I'm at work. Hang in there. You havenot been betrayed. I'm accomplishing something in you that will bring worship into your heart intimes to come. Hang in there. Hold tight. Don't give up."
Is he not in some ways for many of us going, "Why do you grumble all the time? Do I grumble aboutyou? Don't you fail me far more than they fail you? Do you not see the hypocrisy in your own self-righteous heart? I'm at the door, bro. I'm watching this. I, who extend such mercy to you, extend



such grace to you, am watching you refuse to do so to others who have not sinned against you likeyou have sinned against me."
For others of us, it's just to be reminded that his promises are true. What a gracious God we serve.To meet us on a day like today, to sow seeds that will bear fruit in the future when it is our turn,because nobody gets out of a Genesis 3 world unscathed. For those who are children of God, heholds us fast and to the end. The last couple of lines in the book of Jude say, "To him who is able tokeep you from stumbling be all glory and honor and praise." Let's pray.
Father, for my brothers and sisters who crawl in here today, who limp in here today, who withgreat difficulty are enduring, I pray you would encourage their hearts, even in this moment as webegin to take the cup and the bread and rejoice in your sacrifice for us.
As we put our hope in what you have accomplished and guaranteed us you will accomplish, that ourhearts might be strengthened, that you might grant us the gift of persevering faith that is wroughtin the virtue of patience that you call us to develop. This is thicker than losing our patience with ourlaptop or our phone or traffic. God, establish a work in us that even makes those things lighter.You're gracious and good. We love you. It's for your beautiful name I pray, amen.
We end our services the same way, rejoicing and remembering the broken body and shed blood ofChrist. We provide Communion primarily for our covenant members. If you are a guest thismorning who is a believer in Christ in good standing with the church you're visiting us from, I wantto invite you to partake in the Lord's Supper with us, but I would like to ask this.
If you're not a Christian, if you have not come to that place in your life where you have confessedand repented of your sins, then will you abstain from the elements? A couple of things. First, thesearen't going to make you lucky, and they're not going to solve any of life's problems. In fact, theBible actually teaches opposite. It teaches that if you look at this as a type of magic lucky charm,then really bad things might happen.
This is for the believer to rejoice in what God has accomplished for them. If you're not a believer,you have been invited to the table, but until you confess and repent, you cannot sit down at it. Ourearnest hope is that you would confess your sins, believe upon Jesus Christ, and join us at this tableof celebration. I wanted to give you a few moments as we hand out the elements to consider theWord of God this morning, consider what the Lord might be saying to us.



The way we do that is I'm just going to put a couple of questions on the screen behind me. Those arefor you to just think about and confess. This is meant to lead you into a heart state before the Lordwhere you've really considered what the Word of God says and have confessed the things you needto confess and asked the Lord for mercy where you need mercy. Then I'll come back out, and we'llcelebrate together the broken body and shed blood of Christ. Let me give you just a couple ofminutes to consider the Word of the Lord.
We come to the Table this morning in our fight against indwelling sin. We have bents. We havestruggles. We have things that pull us toward what we know is unrighteous. We come to the Tableacknowledging this is a fight we're all in and that grace has paid our bill in full. This Table is areminder that the Lord has us and will sustain us and will hold us fast.
We celebrate that on the night Jesus was arrested, he took the bread and broke it and said, "This ismy body broken for you. Do this in remembrance of me." After the meal, he took the cup. Again, thecup is one of those things that points us toward the future. Not only does he say that in the cup,"This is the blood of the new covenant," but in Matthew 26, he says he will not drink the cup with usagain until glory.
On that linear line, there is this day coming where we drink with Jesus face to face. We're closer.We're a week closer than the last time we gathered. We're an hour and 10 minutes closer right nowthan we were when we came in this room. We've moved more and more closely to that day wherehe makes all things new. This isn't just a hope-filled cup, but it is a consummated reality cup. Hesays, "You're going to be prone to forget this, so as often as you gather, take the cup and drink it."
I want to end our service today by giving you an opportunity to respond. Let me tell you what thatmight look like. I'm going to pray in just a second, and there are going to be some men and women.While I'm praying, they're going to come stand up here. Here's what I know. There are those of uswho, like I've said, this weekend, this message has kind of hit in some spots where you feel a littlestuck or jammed up or like you're barely hanging in there.
Will you let us help? In fact, let me be so bold as to say this. Please don't be the person who says, "Idon't want to bother anyone with my difficulties. I don't want anyone else to have to bear that." Thevery nature of the gospel is that we bear one another's burdens. In fact, there isn't anything in this



room but broken people. If you're like, "I don't want to be a burden to anyone," the very nature ofyour existence and my existence is burdensome.
God gives us one another to carry that burden. In fact, the way the gospel is most visibly seen isbroken people bearing one another's brokenness. I love you. Get over yourself, please. Will you letus pray for you and encourage you? Just come up and grab us. Nobody's mouth is going to dropopen. You don't have a story that is going to make us go, "Oh my gosh. I can't believe it. No, you can'tbe at home here."
We've had felons on staff. Not in the children's area. Everybody breathe out. They're not rockingyour children right now, okay? You're safe. We've seen the depths of depravity in this place andfound Christ to be stronger. Let us serve you. Let us walk alongside of you. That's one way werespond. We come and get prayer. We confess and ask for help.
The second way is we just sing to the Lord. We're going to talk about that next week. We get to singand make much of the Lord, but I do want to warn you this. Everyone will respond to the Word ofGod. To have no response is to harden your heart toward the truths of God. That's a dangerousplace to be. That's why it's such a miserable thing to have your feet in two different worlds.
To be a half-hearted Christian is the most exhausting, pitiful existence one can have because youcan't be happy in the world, but you can't be happy in Christ either. You've literally jammedyourself up. This morning would be a great time to just sell out and push your chips all in andwholeheartedly follow Christ. You will not find comfort anywhere else, not long-lasting comfort. Letme pray for us, and let's respond. Let's sing. Let's pray. Let's just not do nothing. Don't forget aboutYoungLives. They're needing $9,000. I want to see that knocked out substantially this morning.
Father, we love you. Thank you for how you meet us where we are, how you minister to us wherewe are. It's for your beautiful name we pray. Amen.
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