
If you have your Bibles, go ahead and grab them. James 2 is where we're going to be. The alarmwent off this morning, and as I get older it takes longer to recover from this kind of time switchwe've done. I have read there are some states that just said, "We're not doing it." If any state shoulddo that, it should be Texas. So if one of you wants to get to work on that I'll be with you andencouraging that.
But anyway, the alarm went off this morning, and groggy-eyed I began to ask the Lord to do what Iask him to do every week when we gather. Really to frame that for you, I think the fight we're intogether, the fight I'm in with you is really for your and for my delight. As we talk about strategy andstructure at The Village Church, what I'm fighting and what I'm thinking about is really your delightbecause I can believe that where your delight is is really where the rest of your world is going tofollow.
So I'm asking the Lord on your behalf, on my behalf that he might do a profound work in us thatenables us to feel and to intellectually know God in a way that leads to a delight that drives ourlives. I asked him this morning, and my hope coming in to preaching the Word of God to you todayis that we might see and savor Jesus and rest and know the delight and peace that comes fromknowing we are fully forgiven, that we are deeply loved, and we are affectionately liked by faithalone.
That's my hope, that you would understand that delight, the delight that comes in knowing that,that all of our sin, past, present, and future, has been paid for on the cross of Christ. I say that all thetime, and yet I find myself constantly in conversations where we just don't believe that to be true,that you are fully forgiven because of what Christ has done for you on the cross. Regardless of howyou dragged yourself in here today, that would be true for those of us who are sons and daughtersof God in Christ.
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I want you to know the peace and delight that comes in knowing he loves you, that your CreatorGod who knows everything about you hasn't just forgiven you, but that he loves you, and on top ofthat, not only has he forgiven you and not only does he love you, but that with deep affection helikes you, and not some future version of you, but the messy, goofy, ignorant version of you rightnow. (No offense.)
If you get that and you know that, there's a delight, there's a sense of peace, there's a rest in the soulthat begins to make its way through your heart and life. It melts away the cold places. It softens thehard places. It establishes righteousness deep in our soul, a righteousness that is not of ours byworks but rather a gift of righteousness from God made possible in Jesus Christ.
I desperately want you anchored in that hope, assured in that hope, unmoved from that hope, thatas you live out the days of your life, as your week progresses and you have the peaks and valleys ofyour week that what would be constant is the delight in knowing your Creator knows you, hasforgiven you, loves you, and (I'll say it again) affectionately likes you (and, look at me) not becauseyou did anything but rather because he did everything. Are you tracking with me?
So you would rest in all of that being true not because you used to and now you don't, but all of thatsimply being true because of Christ and his life, death, resurrection, and ascension, and that youranchor would be that alone, that by faith alone you have been adopted as a son or daughter of God. Iwant you to know it. It's the way I pray for you. It's what I think we're talking about when we starttalking strategies and structures at The Village Church, we start talking programs, we start talkingsermon series.
Where my heart is is, "How can I increase their delight in you, Lord? How can I help them see andsavor and be deeply moved by these realities that are true for them? How can we communicate insuch a way that they're freed up from the near-constant enslavement to works-based righteousnessand set them free to just know they're loved in you? How do we do this?"
That's how I woke up praying this morning, wanting you earnestly to delight in the Lord, wantingyou to leave this place today really unburdened by the weight of feeling like you must perform forthe Lord but rather that you might be able to simply rest in the fact that the performance hasalready happened in the life, death, and resurrection of Christ, and now you get the benefits of thatperformance.



His perfect obedience imputed to you, his perfect righteousness imputed to you so that when Godlooks upon you in Christ he sees the righteousness and perfection of Christ and calls you hisbeloved. I desperately want to get you towards that delight, and so I think to get there I'm going tolet the Word of God lean on us. I will just, right out of the gate, tell you this. The passage we're inthis morning is one of the more difficult passages in the Bible, and it's one of the more argued-aboutpassages in the Bible.
With that said, let's dive into it. I'll give you, even before we read it, James' point. James is going tosay that while faith alone saves us, it's a faith of a certain kind. So that's what James' argument isgoing to be. Here's what he's going to say. It is a faith which produces works which saves us. Theworks do not save us, but a faith that does not produce works (and we'll define that term workshere in a minute) is a faith that will only deceive and cannot lead us into the fullness of life or intoeternal life with our Father.
So here's the outline of the text. I'll just give it to you. Faith without works is useless, faith withoutworks cannot save, faith without works is ineffective, and faith without works is dead. It's no faithat all. So that's the outline of the text itself. You should be able to pick up on that as we read, and solet's dive in, starting in verse 14 of James 2.
"What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can that

faith save him? If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, and one of

you says to them, 'Go in peace, be warmed and filled,' without giving them the things needed

for the body, what good is that? So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.

But someone will say, 'You have faith and I have works.' Show me your faith apart from your

works, and I will show you my faith by my works. You believe that God is one; you do well."That's a compliment there. "Even the demons believe—and shudder! Do you want to be shown,

you foolish person, that faith apart from works is useless?

Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up his son Isaac on the

altar? You see that faith was active along with his works, and faith was completed by his

works; and the Scripture was fulfilled that says, 'Abraham believed God, and it was counted

to him as righteousness'—and he was called a friend of God.



You see that a person is justified by works and not by faith [that is] alone." That's a bettertranslation there. "And in the same way was not also Rahab…" I love, love, love that Rahab is inthis text. "…the prostitute justified by works when she received the messengers and sent

them out by another way? For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so also faith apart

from works is dead."

Now you can feel your internal legalist starting to activate, can you not? Can you not immediatelyjust reading this text start to feel like, "Okay, give me the list. Do I have to learn how to play theacoustic guitar? Do I have to get up at 5:00 a.m.? What is it? Go ahead and give me the list. I feel it.Faith without works is dead. I don't want to be dead. Give me the list of works I have to do"?
We can feel it in this text, but let me tell you what James is not saying. James is not, cannot bearguing that works must be added to faith. He cannot argue that way. If he argues that way, thecross of Christ means nothing.
Do you hear me? If James' argument is now that we have our faith we must add works to that faith,that is the opposite of everything I have ever preached to you in the last 12 years when I have saidon repeat that the gospel of Jesus Christ is not a door we step through only to forget and get to workcleaning ourselves up, but rather the gospel saves us, sanctifies us, and holds us firm to the end.
So James is not arguing that now that we have faith let's get to work on our works. He cannot bearguing that way. To argue that way would belittle the cross of Christ and mean we are fools andthere is nothing for us in the sacrifice of Christ, that we are still enslaved to the law we've neverbeen able to accomplish, right? You know that, right? Do we need to do the Ten Commandmentsthing again? Do we not? We don't. Okay, so you fail all 10 of them. If you're a guest, you go throughall 10 and you fail. Zero. You don't get to make up.
God is not interested in self-esteem. He's not going to go, "Oh, you made a zero. Try it again." You'realways going to make a zero on that. We cannot, weak as we are in the flesh, fulfill the law. One ofthe reasons the law was given is show you you can't, that you do need a righteousness that's greaterthan your own, namely the righteousness of Christ. So James is not arguing that works must beadded to faith, but rather his argument here is that genuine biblical faith will inevitably becharacterized by works.



Now before we get going and you start getting out your notepad and getting ready to list out theworks you have to add to your faith, let me define two terms. Here's the first. I want to talk aboutwhat faith is. All right, here's faith. Faith trusts God and faith obeys God. We'll talk more about whyit has to be defined by that as we make our way through this text, but faith trusts God and it obeysGod. If it doesn't trust God and if it doesn't seek to obey him even imperfectly, it's not there. Butthat's James' argument in about three points, that it's dead.
Then I want to define works. Is James talking about the Torah? Is he talking about the Law? Is hetalking about the Ten Commandments? Well, earlier in chapter 1, you saw James talk about theroyal law of love, and so he's going to argue really from Christ's perspective. So here's how we'lldefine works. Works is a life of loving God and loving others. There is your works.
Now as I've said from week one to now, this week right here, what God is looking for is progress notperfection. No one in this room is going to perfectly love God and perfectly love others. Did anybodyfail at that this week? Let's go ahead and do it. All right, so if you don't have your hands up, you nowcan check off that "I'm a liar" thing on the Ten Commandments and prove my point.
So everyone in this room we're saying that faith without works is dead. It's ineffective, it cannotsave, and that ultimately it is useless, and yet right here in this room we just all of us, 100 percent,confessed, "I have not loved God and loved people like I ought this week."
So hear me. My argument will not be, cannot be, must never be that you must add works to yourfaith to validate your faith, but rather legitimate faith leads to an ongoing love of God and anongoing love of others as imperfectly executed as it might be, and where those two things do notexist I would not enter into rest that is not yours to enter in.
But with that said, let's walk into this. Faith without works is useless, it cannot save, it is ineffective,and it is dead. Let's start with the first. It is useless. Faith without works is useless. So if you say youhave faith, if you say you trust God and you say you're going to obey God and your life is marked byloving God and loving others and there's no movement in that, it's useless.
Look at the illustration starting in verse 15. "If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking

in daily food…" Now let me just talk to you for a second. When it says "poorly clothed and lackingin daily food," he's not saying he's wearing a Knights of the Round Table polo instead of a Polo polo.Right? It's not poorly clothed as in "Got that at Wal-Mart." That's not what he's saying here.



He's not saying a brother is not fashionable; he's saying this person who's a part of the covenantcommunity has fallen on the type of times in their life where they're not able to survive from day today. They are naked and cannot eat. They are completely and utterly in trouble.
What good is it if "…a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, and one of

you says to them, 'Go in peace, be warmed and filled,' without giving them the things needed

for the body…" Here's his question. "…what good is that?" What good is that? See, where there isperceived faith with no works, it's useless and God does not minister through both the one inabundance and the one in need.
So when we say that faith without works is useless, in James' illustration that cuts two ways. Hereare the two ways it cuts. For the poor man, he receives blessings from the Lord. For the destituteman who is unable to eat and unable to clothe himself and his family, he is ministered to,encouraged, loved on by God via the wealth of the saints, and the wealthy man is used by God inprofound ways to minister to those who are hurting among them.
See, I think that where faith isn't active things start to really break down in a hurry. Here's what Imean by that. If you have been given by God, you have not been given by God so you mightconstantly be increasing the size of your house and car and barn and 401(k). I'm not saying there'sanything wrong with any of that as much as I'm saying that's not the primary purpose by which youhave been blessed by God. You have been blessed by God to live an open-handed life that shows youare not enslaved to those blessings but rather are grateful for them.
See, what happens when faith is static, it's not moving, is that we have a tendency to becomespiritually constipated. Are you tracking with me? Don't make me draw that out anymore than I did.Just those two words are all I'm going to give you. You have been blessed by God, and are now to bea conduit through which the blessings of God flow. You rob yourself when you're uppermost in yourown affections while disguising it in religious language, because that's certainly what this personjust did.
He just said, "Hey, God bless you, brother in your nakedness. You're not going to survive the day.Children starving to death. Be warmed. Hey, do you know what you should do? You should eatdinner. That's what I would do. If I were you, I'd put some drawers on and I'd eat some dinner. God



bless you." What good is that to the one in trouble and what good is that to the one who has beenblessed by God to help his brother in the day of trouble? Faith without works is useless.
In fact, we see here (and Beau pointed this out several weeks ago), James tends to mirror theteaching of Christ in some places identically. I think this section in particular mirrors Matthew25:40-43. If you know this text, Jesus is telling the parable about separating out the sheep and thegoats and saying to the sheep, "Hey, you fed me. You cared for me. You visited me in prison. Youcame." Then to the goats, he says, "You never did that." I'll read the text to you. Matthew 25:40-43.
"And the King will answer them, 'Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these

my brothers, you did it to me.' Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you

cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. For I was hungry and you

gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, I was a stranger and you did not

welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.'"

So Jesus' point and now James' point is that as we experience the grace and mercy of God, as we restin that saving faith alone, our heart begins to be transformed and changed so that our love for Godstarts to translate into a love for people. That our love for God translates into a love for people. It'snot a love for people that makes us love God but rather a love for God that translates into a love forpeople…look right at me…an imperfectly executed love for people.
People are hard, huh? There are some people I don't like. Anybody? You just leave me up herehanging with my hand up? There are people I don't like. Do you have anybody in your life you avoidif you see them? Go ahead unless you're sitting next to them. So look at this. This is hard, and if youdid, you failed this morning in your trying to maneuver.
Here we are. We're being honest about the difficulty of this. The answer to the difficulty of people isnot to just try to make it work, but rather to fall more deeply in love with Christ. How's thatpossible? But for faith. Faith without works is useless. Here's the scary one and the one in whichwe'll spend the most amount of time. Faith without works cannot save us. It's mentioned in a coupleof places, but the argument is in 17-25, so let's read this.
"So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. But someone will say, 'You have faith

and I have works.'" Okay, so here's what he has done. James has just interjected an antagonist intothe letter. I don't know him personally, but if James is passive-aggressive, this brother is actually in



the church that this letter will be written to. All right? He's like, "Let's just say hypotheticallyspeaking there was a guy who would say that faith and works are two separate things and shouldn'tbe tied together in any way."
So that's what he has just done. It's a form of argument where he would say, "Someone would say. Idon't know, maybe Bill. Somebody here would say…" So it's a form of argument. But someone willsay, "You have faith and I have works." Here's James' dissecting of this trying to parse apart faithand works.
"Show me your faith apart from your works, and I will show you my faith by my works. You

believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe—and shudder! Do you want to

be shown, you foolish person, that faith apart from works is useless? Was not Abraham our

father justified by works when he offered up his son Isaac on the altar?

You see that faith was active along with his works, and faith was completed by his works;

and the Scripture was fulfilled that says, 'Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him

as righteousness'—and he was called a friend of God. You see that a person is justified by

works and not by faith [that is] alone. And in the same way was not also Rahab the prostitute

justified by works when she received the messengers and sent them out by another way?"

So this antagonist James has introduced into the argument is saying, "Now faith and works areseparate. They're just two different things. If you get those things too close together, it's dangerous.So you have works, James, but I just have faith that the Lord will save me." That's the argument. Sohere's James' argument against such an idea. The first one is this. "Okay, you have faith. That's great.Show me. Show me."
If I could make it simple… You're sitting in a chair. There's an aspect of faith for you sitting down,correct? My wife collects antiques. That collects probably is overstated. She buys old chairs anddecorates the house with them. I don't know if your spouse does something like that. So there arechairs in my house I have no faith in. Maybe that's a good way to say that. There are chairs… She'slike, "Just sit there." I'm not sitting there. I know how that ends. That ends with me visiting thechiropractor. I'm not sitting in that chair.
Then these chairs. I have no problem sitting in these chairs. They're made of steel. Right? So here'sJames' argument. James is saying, "Hey, you're saying you believe that the chair will hold you. Well



then, have a seat. I'll show you I believe the chair will hold me by having a seat. Mr. Antagonist, havea seat. Do you believe the chair will hold you?"
"I absolutely believe the chair will hold me."
"Well, have a seat."
"Well, you know, I'm not sure."
"You're not sure of what?"
"I'm not sure I want to sit down."
"But you're sure the chair will hold you."
"Absolutely confident that that chair will hold me."
"Well, have a seat, brother."
"Can we just stand and talk though? I've had some stuff back early in my life where I've had someissues with chairs. Do you think maybe we could just stand and talk for a bit?"
"I mean, we can, but surely you're eventually going to get tired. When you get tired, would you liketo have a seat?"
"Yeah, I don't know, man."
"Well, do you not believe the chair will hold you?"
"Well, I mean, I do. What's it made out of?"
"Steel, brother. You're 130 pounds. This is steel. You should be fine. Have a seat."
"I'm just not sure."



Right? So James' argument is, "Have a seat. I'll show you I trust the chair. I'll sit down." Then hemoves from this idea of "Show me faith without works." How does that even look? What is that? Sohere's what a clever man will do. A clever man will say, "Well, I intellectually, mentally believe whatis doctrinally true about the person and work of Christ."
Now, you're not going to slip something past the Bible and the arguments in the Bible for the goodof your soul and the glory of God. So James immediately goes to where we want to go. "Well, Iintellectually believe what's true about Christ. I believe the physics of the chair being able to holdme. I can see this is steel. I know steel is strong. I can see the structure of the chair is sound. So Idon't need to sit down because I can see the chair will clearly hold me."
Well, James immediately dives into that argument. "You believe God is one? You do well, but eventhe demons believe that's a chair and they shudder." Intellectual assent to correct doctrine is notsalvation. Look right at me. Intellectual assent to correct doctrine is not salvation.

See, this is where you come across the brother who knows a lot of doctrine, but his heart is all dryand crusty and crispy, and he uses doctrine as a club to whip people and beat them into submission,and his pride is built, his rootedness is found in his knowing the Bible better than you. No real lovefor God. No real love for people. He's just smart. That smartness at times might betray him.
Because James knows the argument. If you say you trust the chair, have a seat. It's to argue aboutthe structure of the chair and how the chair actually works, and if I only trusted more in thestructure of the chair then I wouldn't even need to sit down. I could just, like him, say, "Well, thechair will hold me." But see, I'm a weak man because I have to actually sit to find out. Right? That'sthe argumentation.
James is going, "You believe God is one. Congrats. But even the demons believe that, and they're notchildren of God. The demons believe that." The demons have better theology than mostpastors…this one included. They know more than I do, I can promise you. They know the Biblebetter than I do, I can promise you. Yet I have awaiting for me by faith alone what they can't fathom,an eternity of reigning and ruling alongside the Creator of the universe. So they have correctdoctrine, but it's not saving doctrine.
Then finally, the third response for this idea of faith and works being these separate things, theyhave no business being anywhere near one another as James is going, "Okay, show me your faith



then," and then secondly, "Don't just go intellectually. You have to sit in the chair. If you're going tosay you believe the chair will hold you, you have to sit in the chair," and then finally he finds biblicalsupport showing that the unity of the Bible is that faith alone saves you, but not faith that is alone.
He uses two illustrations. One shouldn't surprise us at all, right? The first is Father Abraham, right?He had many sons. Many sons had Father Abraham. I am one of them and so are you, so let's justpraise the Lord. Do you remember that? If you didn't grow up in church, you're so lost right now,but if you did, you know exactly what I'm talking about.
So Father Abraham showing up in this text as a defense for James' argument being writtenprimarily to Jews should not surprise us, but Rahab the prostitute? There are no songs about Rahab.Anybody remember the Rahab the prostitute song? You don't! There's not one, and yet howimportant and beautiful is this woman in the lineage of our salvation! I love that Rahab stands here.
What you have is the argument that Abraham revealed he trusted God by sitting down in the chair.So Abraham had faith. "God has given me an heir. Through that heir the nations, the world is goingto be blessed." God says, "Let's sacrifice that promise on the altar," and Abraham by faith put his sonon the donkey and headed up the hill even as Isaac said, "Dad, where's the ram?" "The Lord willprovide." With trepidation, trust, and hope, he headed up the mountain, and the Bible tells us hebound his son.
Can you imagine? Don't dehumanize these people. He bound his son and was prepared to sacrificewhen the Lord stepped in and said, "Don't." See, Abraham trusted God. How do we know? Becausehe took the promise up on the hill. Abraham had faith that the Word of God would come into itsfullness. How do we know? Because he took Isaac up on the hill, because he bound him, and he wasready to be fully obedient to God, trusting that God is able.
Then really, after that moment, we don't see any more of the kind of foolish wickedness Abrahamwas marked by in his early life when he lied and said, "Hey, that's not my wife. That's my sister.Abimelech, you can have her. Just don't kill me." I just have to believe that that came up for the restof their marriage. I mean, you don't whore your wife out to save your own skin and not hear aboutthat in arguments in the future, right?
So Abraham. It's not a surprise he's here. After this moment, his faith in the Lord is robust. We don'thave any of that silliness his early life was marked by. Then we have Rahab. Now here's what I need



to do. I'll set my Bible over here. I'm going to walk over here for a second. Rahab, one of my favoritebiblical characters, is a prostitute in Jericho. No little girl dreams of being a prostitute when theygrow up. You become a prostitute because very wicked, evil, demonic, deplorable things happen toyou. You are used and abused, treated like a commodity, treated like a soulless recreational vehicle.
Rahab in Jericho, used and abused. Women were already treated as not even second-class citizens.What would a prostitute be if just women in the court were treated as second-hand citizens? Canyou imagine the type of abuse she had to endure? The longings of her heart. Here are the spiesbeing sent by Joshua to scout out Jericho. "We're going to conquer this massive fortified city."Rahab, having caught wind that the people of God, that salvation was coming, began to help thespies.
Then when she found out that word had gotten out the spies were there, she hid them and thenredirected them and put her faith, her small faith that this God would usher in what is new, that thisGod would usher in a new beginning for her. I love that Rahab is here because what I feel isprobably happening right now. It's your waiting for me to get to that list of things you must do. Howsimple was Rahab's step? Hide them.
"Well, God, what if they come in here and use me? What if they show up and take advantage of me?What if they treat me like a cow or like some commodity?"
"Trust me, Rahab."
"Okay, hide over here. Remember me when your God gives you this city." Rahab finds herself in thelineage of our Savior, and therefore is our family. It was just a step. Faith without works cannot saveyou. What do I mean by works? You saying, "I'm a Christian," with no love for God that leads to lovefor others as imperfectly as that is executed means you should stop calling yourself a Christian. Ilove you. You're not one.
See, I've said this a lot. I think the most miraculous baptism testimonies we do start like this, "I grewup in a Christian home." Like, are you serious, Chandler? I'm totally serious. Not the witch? No, thewitch knows she's a mess. Not the drug addict or the promiscuous. Of course, I know where thatleads. It leads to heartbreak, so it makes sense for somebody to go, "I've been addicted to heroin for10 years. It destroyed my life, and Christ saved me." We should applaud and rejoice of the savingwork of Christ.



But the kid who grew up in church picks up Christian jargon. He picks up Christian language. Heknows, she knows what to say, when to say it, knows the behavioral expectations of the community,and it's easy to play the part and not have a heart that loves Jesus. It's easy for a bulk of your life tohave your parents' faith.
Now folks, just a side note real quick. I'm not encouraging you to not pour into your children andread the Word of God over them and help them with language and structures and understanding.I'm also telling you don't freak out when they fail because one of the things I love seeing in mychildren's wickedness is, hey, that can be regenerated. That can be regenerated. That type ofsickness, that type of sin, that type of foolishness, that exposes their need for Christ.
Then from there, it can't be lost what he just argued, so I'm going to just spell it out for you. James issaying, the Word of God is saying, that there are those who claim faith, they claim to be Christians.They are connected to the community of faith. They're active in their church. They confess anorthodox faith. They're even supporters of the faith, and they do not love God, and it has not led toloving others, and therefore they are not saved.
Are you ready? I'll do it again. I know some of you are like, "Hey, bro, you started this thing with
delight, man. It feels like a bit of a bait-and-switch here." We'll get there. There are those who claimfaith who are connected to a community of faith. James is writing to people in the church whoconfess an orthodox faith, who are supporters of the faith.
If you went to their Facebook page, they would have all sorts of little links to cool YouTube religiousclips. They'd have a favorite preacher, a favorite author. They're in, but they don't love God and thatloving of God has not led to a loving of others, and James' argument is, therefore, they are notChristians. They are not Christians.
So faith without works is useless. Faith without works cannot save. Then faith without works is

ineffective. One of the things I've tried to lay before you again as often as I possibly can work it in isthat all of the commands of God found in Scripture, every "Thou shalt not" and every "Thou shalt" isabout God inviting you into the deepest life possible.
Every week of this James series I have said what God is doing in James is inviting you into therichest, most full life imaginable. He's not trying to steal from you anything. He's inviting you into all



there is to have. In every family with a child you go through this season where you're trying toconvince the child that the pool is awesome, right? So the kid stands on the side of the pool, andwhat you do as a dad, as a mom, is you get real close. You'll be like, "Come here. Jump to me. Jump tome." They can clearly see (I'm 6'5") that the water is up to my thighs. "Jump to me."
"I don't know. Scoot closer." I'm like, "My thighs are also touching the side. There is no closer." Thenyou can pick them up and get in the water, and they grip on, and they're like, "Ah!" You're trying toconvince, "Hey, this is awesome! You're going to love this. There's going to be a day I'm not going tobe able to get you out of here without threat. Trust me. Jump into me."
There's fear and there's nervousness. If you're like me, you're trying to reason. It's like, "Have I evertried to drown you in the bathtub? Do you think I'm going to do it now publically in front of all thesepeople? Jump to me. Look, if Dad wanted to kill you, he'd have done it already, all right? Now comeon. Come to me." I'm just kidding.
This is what is happening here. When God says, "Don't," when God says, "Do," when God says,"Pursue me," the invitation is, "All you want is found in this direction. Jump in. All you desire, all youhope for is this way." So we're nervous like the kid standing on the side of the pool, and until youjump in, you'll never really understand the delight of what it looks like to swim.
So faith without works is ineffective. If faith is meant to lead you into trusting God and obeying Godand loving God in such a way that it flows out into love of others, the invitation isn't a bunch of,"Quit doing this and start doing this," but it's, "See me, love me, pursue me, chase me." This is why ifyou wonder why I'm constantly going, "Look up. Quit looking at you. Of course you're a failure atthis," it's because of this right here.
Then lastly, faith without works is dead. This is a strong statement. He uses it twice in this passage.What he's arguing is that faith without works is not merely outwardly inoperative but ratherinwardly dead. He's saying faith without works isn't faith. I'll let Charles Spurgeon give us a goodillustration here. Spurgeon was the pastor of Metropolitan Tabernacle in London, a massive churchin its day. Upwards to 10,000 with no amplification. Just a total beast.
Here's what he said about this passage. "A tree has been planted out into the ground. Now thesource of life to that tree is at the root, whether it hath apples on it or not; the apples would not giveit life, but the whole of the life of the tree will come from its root. But if that tree stands in the



orchard, and when the springtime comes there is no bud, and when the summer comes there is noleafing, and no fruit-bearing, but the next year, and the next, it stands there without bud or blossom,or leaf or fruit, you would say it is dead, and you are correct; it is dead.
It is not that the leaves could have made it live, but that the absence of the leaves is a proof that it isdead. So, too, is it with the professor." Those who say they have faith but have not works. "If he hathlife, that life must give fruits; if not fruits, works; if his faith has a root, but if there be no works, thendepend upon it the inference that he is spiritually dead is certainly a correct one." Do you hearSpurgeon's argument? It's not the leaf and apple that make the tree alive; it's that the tree is alivethat produces leaves and apples. So there is no list.
Maybe this illustration in closing might serve us. After my conversion, a man who was discipling megave me this sentence. Discipline not desire determines destiny. I love that sentence. I think if thatsentence is applied into certain areas of life it's effective and helpful and good. A disciplined life is agood life. It's a terrible sentence to put on your relationship with Christ. No, no, it's desire that leadsto discipline that determines destiny.
I love my wife. I love her. Her name is Lauren. We've been married quite some time now. I love her,and that love drives in my life discipline. I'm disciplined about date nights. I am disciplined aboutdoing certain things around the house because I know she likes them. I'm not doing those things inorder to make me love her. Are you tracking?
It's not like I get up in the morning going, "Man, I'm really not feeling Lauren right now. I mean, Iwish I could get out of this marriage. I have no feelings for her anymore except contempt. I know!I'll clean the kitchen, and if I clean the kitchen then I'll love Lauren and Lauren will love me back."That sounds idiotic, doesn't it? Does everybody agree that sounds idiotic? Like, "I just have nothingbut contempt for my wife. I know! I'll take her out on a date. I'll spend time with her in my contemptfor her." I mean, that's just going to do nothing but exacerbate contempt. Right?
No, no, no. It's my delight in her that drives the discipline; not the discipline that drives the delight.So what are the works of the saint? To know the Lord and to love the Lord. So how do we do that?When Peter preaches in Acts 2, at the end of his sermon, the crowd just cries out, "Just tell us whatto do!" Then he says, "Repent and be baptized."



What would I tell you to do? What I've tried to tell you to do for 12 years. Position yourself underthe waterfall of God's grace. The importance of the gathering, the importance of Christiancommunity, the importance of the Word of God, the importance of prayer is not that those thingssave you or that those things in and of themselves are a type of fruit that verifies you're a Christian,because we've already covered you can be doctrinally astute and not a believer. No, no, no. Thesethings fuel an understanding of the Lord and love for the Lord.
See, one of the things that happens as I spend time with my wife is I get to know her more deeply.Here's what's interesting about Lauren. Lauren just keeps changing. She keeps growing. She keepsprogressing in life, and so there's always something new to learn about her and to appreciate in herand to marvel at God's work in her. In the same way as God is an inexhaustible well, there's alwayssomething else to marvel at, always something else we're just now starting to understand.
Now how many of you have followed the Lord 12 years or longer now? Yeah, now put your handsdown. Now how many of you even now are coming across things in the Word of God, coming acrossthings in your prayer life, coming across things in your relationship with the Lord that are likewowing you because you didn't see it that way, you didn't get it? So go ahead and raise your handon that one. So here we are. There's always something new. So we do these things not in order tolove him but rather they fuel our love, inform our love for him.
The works faith creates is a love for God that leads to a love for others, imperfectly executed butpresent. So I can with full confidence tell you this. If there's no inkling mustard seed of love for him,if other people for you are a means to an end, they exist for you and there's no real love for them,stop calling yourself a Christian. You're not one.
I don't care if you got baptized when you were 6 years old because your dad told you about hell. Idon't care if you walked down an aisle and prayed a prayer with a pastor. If there's not even amustard seed of love for the Lord, you're not a Christian. You haven't been given a new heart.
Now on that delight piece, here's where I'm fighting for your delight. Because if you came in here allbanged up and beat up, trying to serve the Lord, feeling like there's no fuel for that, no real love forthe Lord, this could be a simple season of desert weariness, or it could be you've never confessedand repented and asked the Lord to reign and rule in your life.



So the delight that's offered to you today is that door to walk through. See, I'm not a fool. Our firstchairman of the elders was saved when he was the deacon at another church. Deacons gettingsaved? How does that work? Well again, we already read what James argues. The reason a sermonlike this that just basically goes, "Hey, question your assurance," really is the opportunity to delightin the saving work of Christ, because if you just got exposed you got exposed by the sovereign Kingof glory as a type of invitation into assurance.
One of the things I want to do today, the reason I've pared back this message because it could'vebeen much longer, is I want to give you some time to consider before we dive into the elements. SoI'm going to pray, and as I pray, men and women are going to begin to hand out the elementsaround Communion. We're not done, so don't jet out. This is an extremely important Sunday to notbail.
When I say amen, they're going to begin to hand out the elements, and then I'm going to give youabout five minutes to just consider the things that have been said. Give you about five minutes tojust consider and weigh your heart to do the hard work of diving in and going, "Is there a mustardseed of love for the Lord? Is there a mustard seed of affection being given towards others,compassion towards others? Or is none of that present?"
If not, I want to give you just the opportunity to cry out to the Lord for salvation. The same truthyou celebrated can be yours not intellectually, but yours spiritually. That should be the desire of ourhearts. Not intellectual assent; internal transformation. One little step at a time. Let's pray.
Father, for the weak and weary, will you encourage their hearts? Those whose faith feels so weak, Ipray you remind them that according to Jesus a mustard seed of faith will eventually become a treeso large that birds of prey perch in it, and mustard seed faith can move mountains. So I pray theynot feel condemned or weighted down by their tiny speck of faith, but rather that that tiny speck offaith might lead to a deep assurance and delight in you.
But I do pray for those who have learned Christian language, they have learned Christian behavior,they have learned Christian posture, but they do not know you. I pray you would not let themescape today, that you would lovingly expose and that you would lovingly reveal their need for you,their need for repentance, their need for salvation. Help us. It's for your beautiful name, I pray,amen.



A couple of things on Communion as they begin to pass those out. We practice open Communionhere. What we mean by that is if you are a believer in Christ in good standing with the church you'revisiting us from, please celebrate the Table with us. We are heirs of God together in Christ, and soit'd be foolish not to celebrate what Jesus has done for us.
But I would like to ask this. If you're not a Christian, and I don't mean you're wrestling with whathas been said this morning. I mean, you know that even as I talked, "Whatever. Hurry up. Got lunch.Not interested." If that's you, will you just abstain? This will not make you lucky, and this will notforgive any of your sins. It's grape juice and a cracker, but to those of us who have been bought bythe blood of Christ, it is a sacred and profound moment of remembering all God has done for us inChrist via faith alone.
So as they pass out the elements, here's what I want to give. I want to give you just four or fiveminutes here to consider, to think, to mull over what the Word of God has said so we might partaketogether as a family with all the more boldness and confidence in his saving work by faith alone. If ithas been revealed in the last 35-40 minutes that we are not Christians, then might we cry out forsalvation and find the Lord to be near and at the ready.
Just want to lead us in a couple of prayers here. Would you just keep your head bowed and eyesclosed? I want to give us the opportunity. If there is persistent and willful neglect to put sin to deathin our lives, let's spend a moment or two confessing that. Where there is secret sin, where we do nottake sin seriously in our lives, we play with it, try to train it, justify it, deny it, let's spend just amoment or two here confessing before the Lord.
Where there is willful and consistent neglect to pursue a love relationship with the Lord, let's spendsome time confessing that, asking the Lord to fan into flame the hope he has put into us. Let's askthe Lord to increase our confidence in his saving work, to give us eyes to see whether that mustardseed of faith is there. Not intellectual assent, not church attendance, not right doctrine. Whetherthat mustard seed of love for him and others is present.
Give us clarity, Father, and it's for your beautiful name I pray, amen.
The Bible says that on the night Jesus was arrested, he took the bread and he broke it, and he said,"This is my body broken for you, paying for all of your sins. Do this in remembrance of me." In thatsame night after dinner, he took the cup, and he blessed it. One of the things about the Table of the



Lord is it's one of the things that actually should fuel our delight in the Lord. It should fuel our faithto love and trust him because it's a reminder that he is for us and not against us. It's a reminder thathe is better. It's a reminder that he has covered our sins.
The reason this moment in our service is so important is because what are doing here exceptremembering there's no sin with more power than the cross. He took the cup and he blessed it. Hesaid, "This is the blood of the new covenant, my spilled blood shed for you. Don't forget it."
Father, we confess just in closing today that you are better. Jesus, you are better. You're better thanany treasure, any pursuit, any other desire of our heart. So even as we begin to sing, Jesus, that youare better, would you take that truth just out of our minds alone and will you drop it down into ourgut so we would feel and understand and be transformed by the reality you are better. There is nopursuit, no treasure worth more than knowing you and loving you. Help us. It's for your beautifulname, amen.
Love you guys.
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