
Hey, my name is Jonathan Woodlief. I'm one of the ministers here on staff, one of the Groupspastors. It's my privilege and honor to be with you here tonight. If you were expecting MattChandler and coming for that, I'm sorry. That's all I have for you.
Two and a half years ago, I had a kidney transplant. When I was 13 (that wasn't two and a half yearsago, thank you very much), I got diagnosed with a disease called systemic lupus. Lupus is mostcommon in African-American females in the childbearing age, so they were very confused by mydiagnosis. It actually took a while for them to find my diagnosis. As a white 13-year-old male, it justdidn't go well for me.
Lupus is an autoimmune disease. Your white blood cells become a little confused and don't justfight off infections and diseases, but in severe cases, those white blood cells turn on your own bodyand begin to attack your internal organs. That's what happened with me with my kidneys. I had onetransplant in high school and another transplant two and a half years ago given from my wife,which was God's miracle mercy. It was an amazing gift of God that she was even a match.
We were talking the other night how there was a time… I get that at The Village we talk about howgoofy it is to celebrate things or do things as adults that children would do, but there literally was atime where we were celebrating and clapping when I could go to the bathroom, when I could pee,just to put it bluntly. We were celebrating that. We were amazed by that. We were clapping aboutthat.
It might sound strange. We were just filled with awe that that was a reality for me now. After yearsof not having a well-functioning kidney, now it was functioning, and it was just like "HallelujahChorus" around the Woodlief home when that happened. That sounds strange. Don't judge me. Youwould have done the same thing too. You know it. You should. Okay? We'll do that.
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Caitlin and I were talking about this the other night and how crazy it is. Something has just clickedfor us over the years. It has become so familiar. It has become something we're so used to, like thatwould be for most of you, that it's almost second nature. I don't even think about it anymore (I wishI did more), that I've been given a kidney. I have a functioning kidney. I'm not worried about someof the health issues I was two and a half years ago. It's the grace of God. It almost has become sofamiliar.
We all know this. There's a potential and a capacity in all sorts of areas of life for something tobecome so familiar to us it becomes routine. We're around the lingo. We're around the language. Ifsomething becomes really familiar and routine to us, then we kind of just cruise right by it and don'teven stop and think about it anymore.
It makes me think of the first time I went to visit my wife and her brother in Boston. They lived inan area called Brookline where they were right by the "T," the public transportation system there inBoston, and I could not sleep that night. I had such a rough time. They're like, "What's the problem?"I'm like, "What's the problem? Are you kidding me? The 'T' is right outside your door." They saidthey had lived by it so often they became familiar with it. It was just second nature to them.
Or this past week my father-in-law came into town from New England as well, and he really wantedto see the JFK site. Just out of curiosity, how many people in this room have seen the JFK site? Okay,yes. Thank you, Dallas. That's like 95 percent. My father-in-law wanted to see the JFK site, so he hadme get in that left-hand lane and make the left turn and go by the building and go over the two X's.We did that, and then he wanted us to loop. We made the left-hand turn again and went by the X's.Then he wanted us to do it again. We did it again.
If he listens to this, I loved it. I'm fine with it. It was fine. But he could not get over the fact how closeit was. He kept saying, "I can't believe how close it is." The videos he had seen, the books he hadread, but specifically the movies and videos he had seen about it… He kept saying, "They don't dojustice. You have to see it. I can't believe how close it is, that building, to those two X's." He just keptsaying it, almost to the fact where he kept muttering it under his breath. We've stopped talking. He'sjust saying it. "I can't believe how close it is. You just have to see it. You have to see it."
We're talking about a call to prayer this month, which I'm so excited about. We're a church thatdoesn't just talk about issues like right to life or racial reconciliation. There's such a tension about



that in our culture right now, but it's something we've been doing for years and years. The nations…When we're talking about a call to prayer, there's something that could be so familiar about that.
Whether you're in here and you're a believer in Christ or not, whether you've been in church a lotor not, even just the word prayer is so familiar for so many of us. We've heard it in the Bible Beltmaybe all of our lives, or maybe we've just heard people talking about that word, or maybe we'vebeen in church and been exhorted to do that over and over again. The potential is it could becomereally familiar to us, and that's a scary thing.
It could become the sound of the "T," once really, really loud, now just a fading buzz in thebackground. It could become the JFK site, now just a route we take to work and a route we drive byversus somewhere to wait around, ask questions, and wonder. It could become the gift offunctioning organs, just one other thing we're not even thinking about, a beating heart right now,lungs going in and out right now, brain functioning right now, where we're not even thinking. It justbecomes so familiar. It could become "yawnable," if we could say it that way. It could become justanother thing. I'm praying that's not going to be true for us.
Here's how Reformer Martin Luther put that. He said, "We must be careful not to break the habit oftrue prayer and imagine other works to be necessary which, after all, are nothing of the kind." He'ssaying whether we're thinking about prayer or not thinking about prayer, there are a thousandother things we could be doing. Like a friend said to me about a year ago, "Why don't I just do it?Why do I have to pray about it? Just do something."
Continuing with what Martin Luther said, "Thus at the end we become lax and lazy, cool and listlesstoward prayer. The devil who besets us is not lazy or careless, and our flesh is too ready and eagerto sin and is disinclined to the spirit of prayer." Or Tony Evans, a phenomenal preacher here inDallas in the Oak Cliff area. Got to love you some Tony Evans. He says prayer is the mostmisunderstood and neglected aspect of the Christian life.
We don't walk into this topic acting like we've got it. We don't walk into this romantically,hopefully, or naively. It has been said it's kind of like humility. If you think you're a humble person,you're not. If you're like, "Man, prayer, I'm just nailing it," then you're not. That's a concern for ustonight if that's where we are.



We're going to open up the Scriptures to Matthew, chapter 6. If you're here and you don't have aBible with you or you don't own a Bible, there's a black one in the seat in front of you. That's our giftto you. If you're here today and you'd like one of these Bibles, take it. We would love that. Simplythrough this text we're going to see Jesus unfold two things about prayer that become two reasonswhy we pray. Then how we're going to end tonight is talking about the how of prayer and practicingprayer. Let's read this. Matthew, chapter 6, starting at verse 5:
"And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they love to stand and pray in

the synagogues and at the street corners, that they may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you,

they have received their reward. But when you pray, go into your room and shut the door

and pray to your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

And when you pray, do not heap up empty phrases as the Gentiles do, for they think that they

will be heard for their many words. Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you

need before you ask him."

Here's how we're going to talk about prayer tonight, just this general frame. We're going to talkabout prayer as this unthinkable invitation to meet with God, this unthinkable invitation to connectwith God, to commune with God, to have fellowship with God, to have a conversation with God.Prayer is just this unthinkable invitation to meet with God.
In a distinctly Christian way, it's praying to our Father in heaven because of the access we havebecause of Jesus Christ in the Spirit, the means of how we're praying. We're not going to get into allthat today, but we're going to emphasize what Jesus emphasizes in this passage about calling himFather and how we can call him Father.
So this unthinkable invitation to connect with God. Let's see what's happening here first. First wewant to talk about prayer and about the what or the why Jesus gives us. It's just that we get to prayto our Father. I don't think anyone is ripping out a pen and taking notes about that. I don't thinkthat's jaw-dropping all of a sudden, but I want us to unpack that and think about the fact that we getto pray to our Father.
Three times Jesus is going to say that. First in verse 6. He says, "But when you pray, go into your

room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret. And your Father who

sees…" Verse 8: "Do not be like them, for your Father knows…" Your Father. Three times he'stelling us about this Father. We have a Father who knows, a Father who sees, a Father.



I love that Jesus is inviting us to go to God Almighty and call him Father. Just think about it. He couldhave said a lot of other things. He could have said, "Call me Judge," which he is. He could have said,"Call me [fill in the blank]," one thing after another thing after another thing. He says, "Call meFather." I love that, because I don't know how to put my arms around holy and I don't know how toput my arms around mercy and I don't know how to put my arms around great, but I do know howto put my arms around a father.
Jesus is saying that all of those attributes are in the skin of a father. That's what he refers to Godmost as. He just calls him Father. I love that. How are we able to call him Father? We're able to callhim Father because of what Jesus has done on our behalf. Think about that. When we pray and usethe phrase we've heard around, "In Jesus' name…" Many times for me that has just been a tag I puton the end of my prayer. "If I say this, whatever I have prayed is going to happen now. But I forgotit, so go back around. In Jesus' name." It becomes a tag I add to my prayer.
Or maybe it's just the reminder to us that someone is about to finish praying. You're praying overthe holidays, and someone says, "In Jesus' name," and you know it's over. Then sometimes theycircle back up and start praying again, and you're like, "Wait a second. I thought you were donehere." Then they say, "In Jesus' name" and close down the prayer. But it's not just this tagline. It'snot just an ending. Praying in Jesus' name is we're praying with the authority and confidence ofwhat Jesus has done for us.
We're saying the Scriptures are unfolding. We're preaching about this every week, that Jesus Christon our behalf has done something so we could have access to God. We don't have to shrink if wehave done some things this past weekend that have maybe debited from our account, or we're notcoming all boastful with a puffed chest if we've done something to credit our account, if we thinkwe've done something great before God and now we come a little bit stronger. No, we come everysingle time because of the grace that's ours in Jesus.
When I was asked to preach a few days ago, my first thought was, "Are you kidding me? I can't dothat. I've just been like comfort city around the holidays, college football and candy." Not candy,probably. Anyway, college football. I was like, "Are you serious? I don't pray well. How can I preachabout that? I'm not where I want to be with prayer." Because in God's grace a few of us have beenstudying a book by Tim Keller on prayer that I'd highly recommend (it has shaped a lot of what I'mgoing to say), Daniel 9:18 came to my mind.



Daniel is praying to God, and he says toward the end of his prayer, "God, we're praying these thingsnot because we're righteous, but because you're merciful." That's amazing. Think about that for asecond. That was such a relief to me, such an encouragement for me. That's an encouragement forus today through this month and through the year. Why are we praying as a believer? We'repraying not because we're great. We're not coming to God because of what we've done. We'recoming based on what he has done.
If we think the converse, that's why we don't come to God in prayer. That's why we run from himversus to him. That's why we think we have to clean ourselves up and then get to God. "If I just dothese few things, then maybe I can talk to God again. Maybe I'll circle out of church for a while, butonce these things get in line, then I'll come back to God."
The beautiful thing about that prayer that reflects Jesus' name is just saying it's based on his merit,not our merit. I love that. It's based on what he has done, not what I've done. It's based on whatJesus accomplished at the cross. So we come confidently based on what Jesus has done. That's whatwe're talking about when we're saying, "In Jesus' name," praying in his authority and the confidenceof what Christ has done, his finished work.
But not just that. Wayne Grudem says there's a second thing it means to pray in Jesus' name. It alsomeans to pray in alignment with his character. I love alliteration. I hope this is helpful. We're talkingabout his cross and his character. We're talking about his work and his will. We're talking about his
merit, what he has done on our behalf, and his mission.
We're coming in the confidence of what Jesus has done, but then we're aligning ourselves with hischaracter and his will and his work, what he has done and what he's doing. So just saying, "God, wewant what you want. We want to be on board with what you're doing. We want your will. Not justbringing our list to you, but we want to get under what you're doing." We're calling him Fatherbecause of what Jesus has done, and that revolutionizes the way we pray.
In this passage, Jesus is going to say three times, "And when you pray…" It's this assumed idea thatthe believer in Christ is about prayer. This mini sermon here is part of a larger sermon, the Sermonon the Mount. Some have called it the King's Sermon. I really love that. Some have called this themost majestic sermon ever.



King Jesus is preaching to his disciples. He's painting a picture back there that applies to 2015 here.Back in those rolling hills of Galilee, Jesus is painting this picture for us in 2015 of what a distinctlyChristian life looks like. So all of a sudden, not only are we being reminded that we're called toprayer, but it's a good thing to be reminded this isn't the call for the super-spiritual life or thesuper-Christian life or the "people who have it all together" life.
This is just the normal Christian life, for the person who would say, "I'm a follower of Jesus Christ.This is what's true of me: communion, conversation, and relationship with my Father. How could itnot be?" Five times throughout the New Testament there's going to be this admonition: "Be devotedto prayer. Be devoted to prayer. Be devoted to prayer."
Think about Jesus' life and how much he was marked by prayer. That in and of itself is anencouragement and an example for us. Tempted in the wilderness, life of prayer those 40 days.Selecting his 12 disciples, full night of prayer. This is probably one of my favorites. I don't know ifyou remember when Peter and Jesus are interacting and Jesus is saying to Peter, "You're about tobe sifted like wheat." He's about to talk about the temptation and trials he's going to undergo.
Do you remember what Jesus says to him? You can probably guess based on where I'm going. Jesusjust says, "Take heart. I've prayed for you." I don't know about you, but there's something in me thathas thought in the past, "Is something lacking there?" I know I shouldn't say that, but if I'm justbeing honest, I'm like, "Can you give him like temptation 101 or something? Can you give him somesteps of what you went through in the wilderness?" Jesus thinks it's enough to say, "Take heart. I'veprayed for you." That's an encouragement for Peter, a warm blanket for Peter in this moment.
Think about the garden of Gethsemane and Jesus' disposition of prayer there. Think about his lastwords on the cross, prayer. "Father, into your hands I commit my spirit." We could go on and onwith other examples. It's just this call to prayer. Hopefully, it's going to be a call to prayer that's notjust duty and drudgery and not just one more thing on the list but actually delight.
One other thing about this passage that I think is helpful for us to zoom out about is when you thinkabout this passage in light of the Old Testament. They were expecting a coming messiah. They wereexpecting a coming kingdom. They were expecting something new, someone to come on the sceneand do something different, to bring a newness to what they had been experiencing. They'reexpecting this.



Part of what's happening and being fulfilled in their midst here is Jesus Christ coming not just togive a new list and not just to say, "Do these new actions," but actually to change hearts and desires.That's amazing, because that means for me it's not just about, "Okay, now here are all of the things Ihave to do for God," but the confidence that because of Jesus he's actually going to change and stirmy desires so I wouldn't just do new deeds; I'd have new desires. I wouldn't just do new actions thisyear; I would have new affections. He would change what I love.
That's part of what he has come to do and wants to do in us this year, to not just give us a new listof, "Here's how you should be devoted to prayer." Yes, we should be devoted to prayer, but in hisgrace, he's actually going to give us the ability to do that by changing our hearts, by seeing him asmore and more lovely as we commune with him in prayer. That's encouraging. That's hope filled.
It's not just me pulling myself up by my bootstraps or whatever it is, but me gazing on Jesus, gazingon Father, gazing on the Spirit, communion and prayer, and he stirs my heart and stirs myaffections and changes me, changes all the disordered loves. My loves are all over the place, and hecenters and aligns them around himself. So we're coming to our Father. We're praying to ourFather.
Look at how the Pharisees see prayer to the Father. They see it as a way to coerce or manipulateGod. Look again at verse 5. It says, "When you pray, don't be like the hypocrites." Hypocrites havethe form but not the substance. They have the style of what this life looks like but not the realsubstance of this life. "For they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street

corners…" Why? Here's motive. It's not just about what they do, but here's motive. "…that they

may be seen by others."

Look down at verse 7. "And when you pray, do not heap up empty phrases as the Gentiles

do…" Why are they doing that? Motive again, the why. "…for they think that they will be heard

for their many words." The text is revealing the reason they do these things. They think prayer isnot about meeting with God; it's about manipulating God. They think prayer is not communing withGod; it's about coercing God. They've missed it here. It's about getting God.
If he really is God, if he really is the one who breathed out the stars and created everything we cansee and he's the God of the universe and he's reigning and doing just fine today and he's on histhrone, what else would we want? If all of those things are true, if all we talk about and preachabout of what he has done in Jesus and the hope to come of a day where he's going to wipe away



every tear and this is his plan and this is his character, what else could we want but him? TheScriptures are going to point us to this. The mind that's cleared of illusions really wants God.
The way I've been thinking about that recently is we have a little six-month-old. Little Miah is prettywell natured and we love her and she seems pretty happy, but when she sees her bottle and she'shungry and she doesn't get her bottle or the bottle gets taken away, it's like Miah turns. It's like Dr.Jekyll or whatever Miah would be. It's scary. Miah turns into like scary baby that I don't want toclaim as my own, though I love her. She's going to listen to this one day and need counseling. (That'snot true.)
She just turns. I could say whatever I want to say in that moment, not just because she can'tcommunicate. I could say, "Hey, don't worry. Grandmother just gave you $50 to put in your savingsaccount toward college," or I could say, "Don't worry. In like one week you're going to eat solids.Mushed bananas are coming your way," which is true. I could say any of those things, and Miah isjust not going to get it, because her reality right there is bottle, bottle, bottle.
For us, we need the power of the Holy Spirit to clear away all other illusions that there's somethingbetter than God himself. The amnesia we have… We've forgotten that he's in Jesus. He has answeredour greatest need by giving himself to us. This text is calling us to see prayer as prayer to our Fatheris communion with God, not just coercing God. It's getting God.
Another way to say it is when Caitlin and I were walking into that transplant moment, about a daybefore, a news team from Dallas came to interview us. They were asking some questions, and theybegan to hear that at the time we got married, because I needed a kidney and we didn't knowCaitlin was a match at that time, my prospect was 10 to 15 years on dialysis. Because of some of themedicines I had taken, another prospect was some predisposition to diseases like cancer and otherthings like that. Like, "Hey, you have a propensity toward these because of the medicines you'vebeen on."
So this lady is doing the interview, and she keeps stopping and being like, "Now why are youmarrying him again?" I'm like, "Lady, I'm right here. This is awkward." "Why are you marrying himagain?" I'm like, "Right here." "Why are you marrying him again?" I'm like, "Lady, look at the gunshow." (There never was a gun show. I can promise you that.) This lady could not get it in her mindwhy in the world… "Why are you marrying this guy with this type of baggage, these types of thingscoming on?"



I think there's something for me about God. There's a disconnect about how we could want just Godin and of himself and not just the things God gives, the things he would bring. Like, "What are yougoing to give me?" God becomes useful to us. Our Father becomes useful to us and not precious andbeautiful, a reward like this passage talks about. He's the reward. We get him. That's what couldhappen.
Tim Keller says it like this from that book. He says when you look at Paul's epistles… The apostlePaul wrote most of the New Testament. When you look at those, his main and central prayer is, "Ikeep asking that you would know him better." There are no appeals for changes in thecircumstances of his people, and their existence was a lot less secure than ours. That's pretty mindblowing.
What that doesn't mean is not to ask for changes of circumstances or to ask for things. That's clear.In the Lord's Prayer, we're about to ask for daily bread. First Timothy 2 says, "Make all types ofrequests for all types of things, even for the government in that context." But it's just striking thatthis is what Paul is asking for his closest friends.
He just keeps saying, "I want you to know God better. I want you to enjoy God. I want you to loveGod better this year. I want all of the illusions and obstacles cleared from what you think is mostimportant this year, and I really want you to know and love God. That's how you were wired. Youwere wired to know God, created by God and for God. I want you to know God. I want your eyes tobe enlightened, that you would see all that you have in God."
At age 62 in Philippians he's saying for himself, "I just want to know God." He hasn't gotten over it.Though he has been along this path for a while at that point in Philippians, he just keeps saying thatsame request. "I want to know him. I want to know the power of his resurrection. I want to knowthe fellowship of sharing in his sufferings. I want to know God." That was his plea. "I want to enjoyGod. I want to be with God. I want to fellowship with God."
This is the call for us in prayer. Primarily, it's a call to get God. If we just talk about, "I want to bemore of a person of prayer," and we stop from saying what prayer gets us to, which is God, we'vegone too short. If it's just about we want to have confidence in prayer and not confidence in God, wehave gone too short.



The family we're living with right now… We had some smoke damage in our apartment. This familyhas been really gracious to invite us in. We've been there too long now probably. This family has alittle collie named Belle. Belle is spotted black and white, a really cute dog. They've had her forabout nine years. Three years ago, something changed for Belle. Three years ago, Belle came in andjust started staring at lights. They can't figure it out. It's really strange.
She just stares at lights all day. She looks at lights, and she continues to stare at lights. She probablydoes this 90 percent of her day. She just locks onto lights, and they can't figure it out. They tried tocheck with a doctor. Maybe she's having some eye issues. She's not. She still catches a ballamazingly. "Maybe Belle is trying to shepherd or protect," they said. "Maybe she's trying to showyou that she's protecting and watching out by staring at lights." That's kind of weird. That was theirbest idea. It wasn't that. So now they just come to the fact Belle just stares at lights. It's amusing topeople who come over.
This is so simplistic, but the point of a light is not to stare at the light; it's to see what the lightilluminates. Maybe a better way of saying it is the point of a window is not to look at the window;it's to look through the window. This is our hope and prayer. Village Church, this is our hope thisyear, that we want more of God. We want to want God. We want to know God, be found in God.
Let's make that our request. Let's beg for that. Let's go to prayer in joy and the confidence we havein Jesus, wanting to know him and meet with him. But the text in the Sermon on the Mount doesn'tstop there. It doesn't stop with prayer being an unthinkable invitation to pray to our Father. Itmoves on to it being an unthinkable invitation to partner with our Father. Look at Matthew 7:7-11:
"Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.

For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it

will be opened. Or which one of you, if his son asks him for bread, will give him a stone? Or if

he asks for a fish, will give him a serpent? If you then, who are evil, know how to give good

gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to

those who ask him!"

Reiterating again the fact that you have this perfect heavenly Father, regardless of what ourexperience is with our earthly father. He's not just a reflection of that father. He's the perfection ofthat. He's perfect heavenly Father, good heavenly Father. He's just saying, "Ask, seek, knock,"because the other unthinkable thing is that God moves as we seek his face. That's crazy. Somehow,



in the mystery of the Godhead, he's reigning over all things, he's in control, he knows the future,he's doing just fine, but he enlists us to be a part of his purposes.
God moves as we seek his face. Partnership. Not a partnership like he's Batman and you're Robin,and if he gets in an issue he's going to need you. Not like that. He doesn't need us. He loves us andhe uses us like a good parent or a good older sibling or someone else who would be for us and inviteus into what they're doing, even knowing it might go a little slower. He loves us, and he wants toinvolve us. For some crazy reason, when we pray, he moves. He moves as we pray. He moves as weseek his face.
We see this all throughout the Scriptures. Just think about Acts 9. The church is praying, and a girlgets up from the dead. Acts 12. The church is earnestly praying to God, and Peter is released fromprison. Acts 13. Elders are appointed. Acts 16. Paul and Silas are busted out of prison, and thejailer's whole family comes to know Jesus. This is a miraculous thing. Acts 28. People are healed.
That's not just in the Scriptures. We could do this tonight. I won't go Steve Hardin on us tonight,though that would be amazing. But couldn't we just go around and share how God has been goodand answered things? We could also mourn together. Let's be real. It's true of my life. We could talkabout things we're having to trust him in, that, "You are good, and I'm going to submit myself toyour will that you're not answering." We also could celebrate and just go around and talk aboutstory after story after story of what he has done in our lives and how he has answered and what hehas done on our behalf.
Just two quick things. I think about the Spanglers. I don't know if you know them. We were prayingfor them at elder-led prayer. They're an older couple in our church. They're probably in their 60s or70s. They have gray hair. They're a little beyond most of us, which we love. We need more of thathere. He had cancer. We prayed, and the Lord healed him. He's not dealing with that anymore. I sawhim this morning at the 9:00. I was like, "What are you doing at the 9:00?" He's like, "Cowboys." Iwas like, "Okay, that's what you're doing."
I don't know if you know who Annabelle Roos is, but the Roos family has been in the community.People are talking about them. Little Annabelle was born with trisomy 18, this birth defect. Twoheart chambers, small lungs, not supposed to live. All of the doctors were saying to abort hermonths ago. This family decided to keep her.



I'm never going to forget her aunt April Wade's face walking through the doors at Baylor six or sonights ago with tears streaming down her face, and we're not sure what those tears are, and hersaying, "Annabelle is alive, and she's beautiful." The dignity and value of life. Now she's six days old.This is not normal. She's still going.
I just want to call you to pray for little Annabelle, to have her on your mind, to pray for her, to askGod to spare her life, to ask God to help her to eat, just little small things they are talking aboutbeing equated with our desperation and need for God. They're giving updates it feels like every 10hours or so, and they're singing "Happy Birthday" to her every day, not taking one thing for granted.
Our God moves as we seek his face. It's this unthinkable invitation this year to pray to our Father,know our Father, love our Father, meet with our Father. It's also this unthinkable invitation topartner with our Father. God moves as we seek his face. Now for some of us here today… I don'tknow all of our stories, and I don't know what the rub with prayer would be. For some of us, it's not,"God is distant" or "God is removed" or "He doesn't care" or "Does he really exist?" Or "Does hereally answer prayer?"
For some of us, it's just the practicality of, "What does it look like to pray?" So I just want us to walkthrough the Lord's Prayer in these closing moments. Then we're going to spend time togetherpraying it. Look with me again at Matthew 6. We're going to read this last part together, starting inverse 9. Jesus says:
"Pray then like this: 'Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come,

your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us

our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver

us from evil.'"

This prayer could be looked at in a variety of different ways. We could look at it in the ACTSacronym, as has been done at times: adoration, confession, thanksgiving, supplication. The way Iwant to look at it today is in the frame of upward prayer, seeing his greatness, acknowledging hisgreatness; inward prayer, confessing our need; and then outward prayer, asking him to move.
Just briefly, we start with, "Our Father in heaven." Jesus is telling us, "Don't jump right into talkingwith God, but remember your situation. Realize your standing with God." Luther says in all of ouruse of it, his name is to be kept holy and to ask God to implant in our hearts a comforting trust in his



fatherly love. Calvin says, "By the great sweetness of this name [Father] he frees us from alldistrust."
"Hallowed be your name." We're just saying a heart of grateful joy, wanting his name to be seen asgreat everywhere. He is great. "God, show yourself to be great." He is holy. "God, show yourself to beholy." He is good. "God, show yourself to be good." "Your kingdom come." So yeah, he's reigning.Augustine says God is reigning now, but it's possible to refuse his rule. Just like light is absent tothose who don't open their eyes, it's possible to refuse his rule even though he's reigning now.
The prayer is, "God, would you extend your rule over every part of our lives, over my life, over myfamily's life, over our neighborhood's life?" It's also just that call we talked about last time with thissecond advent, that Jesus came once as a lamb, and he's coming again as a lion. We're pleading forhim to move, wanting to see him move, wanting to see his kingdom come in the fullness of everysingle aspect, the day we're going to celebrate, where there's no more war, no more death, no moretears, and we're fully known by God, fully knowing God.
"Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven." If we can't say this in a certain reality of our lives, wewon't have peace. We'll try to control environments and control people and we'll want to enactrevenge and repay evil for evil, and we won't be able to have peace even with our feelings and ourcircumstances. We'll be trying to control, because we can't say, "Thy will be done" in a certain area."Thy will be done." It's this prayer of Jesus, saying, "Father, not what I want, but what you want.Father, let this cup pass from me. I'm going to ask that, but at the end of the day, your will be done."
That's a summary of this upward prayer. We're beginning about God. We're looking to God andsaying, "We're not going to let our own needs and issues dominate the prayer. We're not justcoming to get something." What father or mother would want that from their children? We're notjust coming to get something. We're letting the frame be who he is, what he has done, and us beingon his agenda.
Then we go into inward prayer. Confess your need. He says, "Give us this day our daily bread."We're talking about necessities over luxuries. We've already talked about God as the true riches andreward, and this passage is the true end. This is just Jesus talking about our needs here. We'reexpecting him to answer, but we're grounded in the fact he's good and he knows what he's doing.



"Forgive us our debts as we've forgiven our debtors." There's something in us, this idea of revengeor enacting justice in our own means on people, this prideful type of idea that we're better than.Listen to what Martin Luther says about what this petition does. "If anyone insists on his owngoodness and despises others…let him look into himself when this petition confronts him. He willfind he is no better than others and that in the presence of God everyone must duck his head andcome into the joy of forgiveness only through the low door of humility."
Finally, outward prayer. We're asking him to move. "Lead us not to temptation, but deliver us fromevil." Throughout church history, that "Lead us not to temptation" was seen as the "jacked-upness"or the evil inside of us, but "Deliver us from evil" is the evil outside of us. So we're praying againstour own besetting sin here. Its our own temptation. Yes, suffering happens. Yes, trials happen. Butpraying against us being led into that. Then we're praying for protection from evils outside of us.
This is how this prayer is structured. When I think about it ending that way, I can't help but thinkabout the merciful Savior we sang about earlier. I can't help but think about his temptation, how hewas tried, and I can't help but think about his moment on the cross. I want us to see Jesus and seehis prayer unanswered. Isn't that crazy? To see his prayer unanswered, knowing with confidencewe come before God and now have access to God. His prayer was unanswered, and we have accessto God.
Jesus experienced darkness so we might know the light of our heavenly Father. Jesus experiencedhostility and adversity there so we might have peace with God. Jesus gets what was due us so wemight get what was due him. That's unthinkable. It's amazing. Then we come with confidence andjoy before our Father in heaven.
When we're talking about outward prayer this month, when we're talking about racialreconciliation, just pleading for that in our city and our country, when we're talking about right tolife and pleading for the unborn, when we're talking about the nations and the hope of Jesus beingknown there, because he's the joy of the nations…
When we think about those things, I can't help but think about this analogy that through theHolocaust, some churches…not all churches, but some churches…began to sing louder. They beganto actually sing louder as the trains went by. It's a heartbreaking analogy. That we wouldn't be that.Oh, that we'd be a church that runs to our Father joyfully and expectantly this month, this year, andruns to prayer, believing he's going to move on our behalf and that we could actually have a place in



these issues, that we could actually have a place because of prayer and because of action inchanging some of these things for the good.
Here's how we're going to close. I want us to spend a few minutes praying together. I'd love us togroup up into groups of two or three. If you're here tonight and you're like, "Oh, are you serious?He's going to make us do that in groups?" let me give you a tip. All you have to do is drop your headand act like you're praying, and everyone is going to think, "Man, they're really spiritual," andthey're not going to bother you. You're going to be good. You're going to be in your own little world.So do that. It's going to be fine. Don't everyone do that. That would be strange. But just do that. It'sgoing to be totally cool. That's a little tip for these prayer things.
Groups of two or three. I want us to call on the Lord together for these needs. We're going to startwith upward prayer, just acknowledging his greatness. So let's just go there. You don't have to saythese words, per se, but let's just go there, praising him for being our Father, acknowledging hisgreatness, begging for his kingdom. Let's start there in upward prayer in your groups or just toyourself. Let's begin to pray together. Then I'll transition us in a minute.
Let's keep praying. We're going to transition to inward prayer, just confessing our need, puttingthat in your own words, just confessing our needs and our need before God. Let's transition tooutward prayer, just asking him to move. You can put that in your own words. Ask him to move inyour own heart, in your family, your city, your neighborhood, our world.
Father, we thank you for this time. We thank you that we can come to you as Father. You are a goodFather. Perfect wisdom. You know what's best. You're good. You do what's best. You're great. You'reable to do what's best. We just thank you. We thank you for a coming kingdom. We thank you for along-awaited Messiah and a long-awaited kingdom, that it's true in Jesus Christ. The very thingsthat intrinsically we hope and we need. We thank you that our needs are met in you. We confesswe're more needy for you than we know. Our prayer life reflects that.
Lord, we confess the needs of our city. We think about things like poverty, leading the country witha 40 percent rate. I think about racial reconciliation. I think about sex trafficking. I think about theneed for adoption. We could go on and on and on. The needs of our city. There are eternal realitiesat stake for our own souls, for our city. I just pray you'd wake us up to those things and there wouldbe a joy in praying to you, Father, and a joy in partnering with you this year.



I just pray your will would be done, that we'd align ourselves with that, that we'd be like your Sonand say, "What am I going to say? Am I going to say, 'Save me from this hour'? No, it's for this hour Icame, so glorify your name." Your will be done, Father. We're thankful for you. We're thankful forJesus. We do pray this in Jesus' name, amen.
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