
I feel like the only appropriate introduction would be, "Hey, how are we?" I feel like Chandler wouldbe proud that I kept that tradition alive for him. Allow me to introduce myself. I'm Mike Dsane. I'mone of the Groups ministers here at the Flower Mound Campus. Before we get too far, I want to slowdown and pause. I want us as the church to pray.
If you've been anywhere near a TV set over the last several days and seen the news, then you'veseen what's going on in Iraq with ISIS and Christians being terrorized and having to flee theirhomes in northern Iraq. If you've been paying attention over the last several weeks, you may haveseen what's going on with Israel and Gaza. You may be aware of what's happening in West Africawith the Ebola virus, and you may even be aware of the hurricanes that are bearing down onHawaii.
So I just want us to pray. I realize a lot of this could be polarizing politically, from how we see thegovernment, how we see military power, but what I want to say before we comment or criticize isthe church ought to be praying. I think if we truly believe what we just sang, that he is indeed on thethrone, then we find hope and peace and solace in that.
I just want to go before the throne and lift up those situations, those crises we see in our world rightnow. I'm going to invite you to pray with me. The Lord is not nervous, so he's not going to freak outif we all pray at the same time. I don't want you to listen while I pray; I want you to join in while Ipray. I want to invite you to be a part of that. Let's go before the Lord and lift up these situations.
Lord, I want to start with the recognition, the acknowledgement, the confession, that you're good,that you're sovereign, and that you are not surprised. Lord, when I see these situations, when I hearof terrorist attacks on Christian brothers and sisters in Iraq, or when I hear of air strikes anddifferent occurrences in Israel, or when I hear about hurricanes, or even when I hear about theEbola virus, it induces anxiety in me.
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On some levels, it induces rage in me that people would induce terror and harm on children. Itinduces frustration in me, because I feel helpless to fix it. But Lord, you feel none of those things.Lord, you are sovereign and you are good and you are completely and totally in control of all this.Lord, that's where I find my hope. That's where I find my rest. That's where I rest my prayers: inyour sovereignty and your strength.
Lord, though you do things we may not understand and may not be our methods, Lord, we trustthat. It's the same thing we see in Mark, chapter 7, where there's a man who cannot hear and cannotspeak, and you stick your fingers in his ears and you touch his tongue and spit. Lord, you complete amiracle that doesn't even seem to make sense to us, but when we look back on it, we can say, "Butyou do all things well."
Lord, I pray that while we are watching this happen in our world… If any one of these things washappening by itself it would be a major world crisis, but four of them at the same time… Lord,though we don't understand what's happening, though we don't understand your timing, thoughwe don't understand your plan, may we look back on this and confess that you do all things well,that you delivered well, that you healed well, that you gave safety well, that you turned back eviland terror well.
Lord, what we sang earlier, I pray you would let that resonate in our hearts. Let hope rise, and letdarkness and death and disease and natural disaster be pushed back by the glory of the light inyour grace, and let brothers and sisters around the world give you the acclaim, affection, and gloryyou deserve because you've preserved them, protected them, and shown yourself faithful and true.It's in your name I pray, amen and amen.
Church, I want to challenge us to continue to pray. Again, if we haven't met, I'm Mike. It's good tomeet you. If we have met, then it's good to see you again. We have such a good ethic of confessionand repentance here I want to start with a little confession. I'm nervous. I am nervous because itfeels like there are a million eyeballs staring back at me, but more deeply than that, I'm nervousbecause of the text I'm preaching.
Let me put it this way. Have you ever been in that situation when you have a friend who comes toyou and says, "Hey, you should check this out. You should watch this movie, read this book, readthis article," or whatever it may be, and then they hand it to you and it's like, "Seventeen Ways to



Get Killer Abs," and you're like, "Do you not think my abs are killer now?" You're like, "Wait aminute. What are you saying about me right now?"
A couple of months ago, Josh Patterson comes to me and says, "Hey, we're doing a Titus series, andwe'd like you to teach." I'm like, "Great." He's like, "Titus, chapter 1, verses 10-16." Well, I'm not asspiritual as some of you, so I don't have Titus memorized, so I have no idea what 10-16 is about. Iread it, and I'm like, "Wait a minute. This is on false teaching. What are you saying about me?"
Here's the thing. I don't want to be known as the "false teaching guy." Like, Chandler is the explicitgospel guy. Zach Lee is the kingdom of heaven guy. John Piper is the Christian hedonism guy. I don'twant to be the false teaching guy. I don't want to be known for that. Like, "Hey, do you know MikeDsane?"
"No."
"The false teaching guy?"
"Oh yeah, I know Mike!"
I don't want to be that. Worst of all, I don't want to be the illustration to my own message. I don'twant you to be like, "For an example of false teaching, go back to August 9 and 10." I don't want tobe that. So there are a lot of nerves in this, but I just want to be honest with you. I am excited. Icount it a privilege to be able to share the Word of God with you. I'm excited about what we'redoing.
If you have your Bibles, go to Titus, chapter 1, verses 10-16. If you don't have a Bible, feel free totake the hardback black one that's in the seats in front of you. That's our gift to you, if you don't ownone. If you do have a bunch of them and you're selling them out of the trunk of your car, please stop.I don't think there's a black market for black Bibles here in Texas. If there is, though, let me know.Let me in on it, because I'll help you find some.
I want to give you a little bit of a recap of where we've been, if you haven't been with us previous tothis or maybe just don't remember where we've been. A couple of weeks ago, Josh Patterson startedus beautifully on the book of Titus. He gave us some of the historical context of Titus. Let me sharesome of that with you as well.



Titus, Timothy, and Paul had gone to the island of Crete. In going to the island of Crete, they beganto establish churches. Then Paul and Timothy left to go to Ephesus, but as they left, they heardrumblings of issues within the church that were causing lack of health and disorder. This letter iswritten to Titus to put the church into order and to create health within the church.
The thing Paul comes back to again and again is that our gospel belief must precede our gospelbehavior. In fact, there is no gospel behavior without the gospel belief. He keeps coming back to thisidea that sound doctrine will ultimately blend into sound living, and that understanding of thetheology of the gospel must come first so we can live that out. In fact, that's how he starts the book.
In verses 1-4, he begins to proclaim the promise from God, who never lies, that he has mademanifest through his Son, Jesus Christ. This is something he's going to fulfill for us: the promise ofour salvation. After we begin the book there, the thing Paul says to Titus is, "You must set thechurch in order by electing, appointing, finding elders." Last week, Zach Lee talked with us aboutwhat elders are supposed to look like, what those qualifications are.
He started first with, "You have to take care of the little church, your family, before you can lead thebig church." One of the things he pressed us on is these are not just qualifications for elders; theseare qualifications for believers as a whole. As Paul writes this out, as he describes to Titus whatneeds to be done, he ends in verse 9 by saying, "That they might cling to the trustworthy testimony,the trustworthy teaching, as it has been taught, and to also rebuke and refute that which is false."
Paul doesn't say that because this is an ethereal problem that may come down the road. He'saddressing a clear and present danger, a clear and present challenge, for those who are in Creteright now. I want to read to you starting in verse 10 what that clear and present challenge lookslike, and then we will talk about what it looks like historically and what it looks like for us.
"For there are many who are insubordinate, empty talkers and deceivers, especially those of

the circumcision party. They must be silenced, since they are upsetting whole families by

teaching for shameful gain what they ought not to teach. One of the Cretans, a prophet of

their own, said, 'Cretans are always liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons.'" I feel like somebody'smother-in-law wrote that. I feel like she was like, "You always come into my house, eat all my food,lie around, and don't help with anything." I just feel like that's what happened. Paul says:



"This testimony is true. Therefore rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in the faith,

not devoting themselves to Jewish myths and the commands of people who turn away from

the truth. To the pure, all things are pure, but to the defiled and unbelieving, nothing is pure;

but both their minds and their consciences are defiled. They profess to know God, but they

deny him by their works. They are detestable, disobedient, unfit for any good work." Let'spray.
Lord Jesus, in my hands I hold your Word. Lord, I don't want to skate past the awesomeresponsibility it is to proclaim it. The Word in and of itself is sufficient. It is powerful. It isauthoritative. I don't want to ignore that, but I want to speak to the power of that. Though you don'tneed my permission, I just want to say, Lord, do what you will through your Word.
Lord, all throughout Scripture we see the power of your word. When you decided you were going tocreate the creative order, you spoke that into existence. When the psalmist reflected on the powerof your word, he said in Psalm 107:20 he could just send the word and it would heal. It's the samething with the centurion on the road with Jesus who stopped and said, "You don't even have tocome to my house for the member of my household to be well, but if you would just send the wordonly, he would be made well."
It's the very thing we see when you walked into the situation of Lazarus' death, and you were on thecountryside. They rolled back the stone. You didn't go in, and you didn't carry Lazarus out. Youdidn't unwrap him. You just spoke the words, "Come forth," and Lazarus came forth. Your word wasthat powerful. Even on the cross, it seemed as if as long as you were talking you were going to bealive, but you had to give death permission to take you and yield your soul by saying, "It is finished."
So Lord, I pray we would stand under the weight and the power of your Word, recognizing itsauthority, its sufficiency, and its power for us, and that it would shape and guide your people to bemore and look more like you. It's to that end I pray, amen and amen.
Paul starts with this idea of contrast when he starts talking about these false teachers. It's almost asif he's detailing, "These are the dangerous minds we're dealing with, and these are the dangerousmotives." He lists off three things to characterize them: that they are insubordinate, empty talkers,and deceivers.



This idea of insubordination, of not being submitted to authority, of not being under the authority,seems to be in direct contrast with what he just said in verse 9 that an elder should be. He says anelder should hold to, cling to, the Word as it was taught, the Word in its truth, the Word as it hasbeen taught by the faithful apostles. They cannot deviate from that and do their own thing, but theymust be under the authority. The false teachers seem to be under their own authority, trying tocommit their own agenda.
The next thing he says is they are empty talkers, or they're giving fashionable nonsense, things thatare untrue, things with no substance and no weight. They're deceiving people with that, whichseems to be in direct contrast with what he just said about God, who keeps his promises and neverlies. Not only does he never lie, but his promises are made manifest, made substantive, through hisSon, Jesus Christ.
He is making this contrast between these empty talkers who have no substance, who are deceivingpeople, who are not under the authority of God and his Word, versus what an elder should look like.He's saying, "First of all, I just want to call out, 'Here is where I see some error.'" In that he says, "Letme not just leave it in the air, but let me describe to you who is doing this. These are people of thecircumcision party."
Side note. It doesn't have anything to do with this; it's just a free morsel for you to take home. Ifcircumcision is going on, it's not a party. Obviously he's not talking about fun and enjoyment. Whathe's talking about is a specific sect of people, Jewish Christians, or Judaizers. Whether it's themexclusively or they are the majority part of those who are teaching these things, he's trying toidentify that they are trying to hold on to some regulations, some Old Testament thought processesand ways of trying to make holiness through their own actions, as opposed to trusting Jesus alone. Ithink it's important that you know what they are doing and who they are.
Then he says they must be silenced. Now in our culture, in 2014, that idea of somebody beingsilenced probably doesn't sit well with us. In our politically-correct, tolerant, friendly, "Let's goalong to get along," "Let's agree to disagree" culture, for Paul to say they must be silenced, what wesee when we hear that is Jack Bauer falling down from the ceiling, choking somebody out andmaking sure they stop talking.
I don't think that's what Paul means. It would be cool if it was, but I think what Paul is saying is thatwe have to confront error, that we can't just sit there and say we are going to go along and get



along, that we're going to be tolerant and just agree to disagree. Here's the problem with what ourculture sees as tolerance. Our culture sees tolerance as lack of truth, but lack of truth is nottolerance; it's ignorance, and if the church won't stand up and proclaim truth, then it's cowardice.
So there is a call for us to confront what is in error. There's a call for us to silence what is untrue.There's a call for us to step up and address what seems to be leading the people of God astray bydeception and untruth. We are called to do that and to be faithful to that call. Here's something wehave to understand. Hearing me say this, you may be thinking, "But we're called to be gracious."
We are indeed called to be gracious, but I just want to let you know that sometimes grace needs tobe confrontational. There are moments when grace has to step up and say, "This is an error. This isuntrue. This is unfaithful to the Lord, and instead of allowing you to continue to veer off into a pathof destruction, I must remind you of what's right and true. I'm confronting you, but it is out of love."Paul says they do this for shameful gain, that their hope is gaining something for themselves.
Theologians and scholars think what they were doing was trying to build the reputation within thechurch so the church would stop giving money to missionaries and those who were accomplishingthe purposes of God and turn their money toward them. We could probably think of specificexamples in our day and age of things we've seen and heard, things that have been broadcasted,where somebody is teaching and it looks like they're doing it for their own monetary benefit ortheir own personal renown.
I would dare say to us that we can identify false teaching with one simple litmus test. If theepicenter, the source, of the glory goes to the person who's teaching or to the venue it's beingtaught in instead of Jesus and Jesus alone, then there's something false about that. Oftentimes, whenwe do our Newcomers class, we walk through the mission of The Village Church, which is, "TheVillage Church exists to bring glory to God." I stop right there, and I always say, "That should giveyou peace in your soul to read that we exist to bring glory to God, because if we wanted to bringglory to anybody else, you should run."
So there's this understanding of shameful gain, trying to accrue, trying to bring, trying to drawreputation or money or something to yourself other than ascribing glory to God and God alone. Butbefore we press off and say, "Yeah, we've seen that with those TV preachers or those people whoare spewing that nonsense," we may want to pause and talk about us, because I think there aretimes we do what we do for the gain, the acclaim, the monetary benefit.



Let me just be confessional again. In my heart, when I started in ministry, there was thisdesperation to be used by God. There was this desire for God to take my voice and use it as he will,to be his currency and that he would spend me as he will. I didn't care where I got to preach. Iwould preach to three old ladies and a cat if the Lord allowed me to. But somewhere in there itshifted, and it went from going to where I was most needed to where I was most glorified.
I'm going to be confessional with you. It takes me too long to think through, "Lord, are you callingme here because of the need, or are you calling me here because I'm going to get paid?" There is asinfulness within us that oftentimes does things for shameful gain, and sometimes we don't evenrecognize it. I just want to pause there and name that, because that's a danger for us. Paul says theyare doing this for shameful gain, and it's upsetting families, literally ruining families, turning themon their heads, because they're teaching what they should not teach.
He has listed out their agenda, their motives, their mindset. Next he begins to describe what couldbe an atmosphere. He says, "One of your prophets, one of your poets, one of the Cretans, has saidyou are always liars, evil beasts, and lazy gluttons." It's almost as if he's trying to take the blame offof him for saying it by saying, "One of your boys said this about you," but then he agrees with it, soit's just as bad.
Think about that. Why would they say that about the Cretans? Well, here's what you have to know.Cretans were not known for being morally upstanding. They were not known for being the bestpeople in the world. In fact, it was said that if you were to talk like a Cretan you were a liar. Theywere known for being liars. They were known for spewing things that were untrue to makethemselves look better, to glorify themselves, to make them better in the eyes of people. Theytended to be liars.
The idea of them being evil beasts… They had a whack moral compass. It was off kilter. Oftentimes,with their moral compass they would see things that were dishonorable as honorable. It was saidby Cicero, one of the writers of the day, "Cretans are so depraved in their mentality they thinkhighway robbery is an honorable thing." If they were to be lazy gluttons, no wonder a message forshameful gain could take root in a place where people don't want to do any of the work but theywant to overindulge in all of the benefits.



Here's a question that's important for us going forward: Is Paul talking about just the false prophets?That makes a lot of sense. If false teachers are liars, you can't trust anything they say. If they are evilbeasts, then they have evil motives. If they are lazy gluttons, no wonder they're trying to deceivepeople for shameful gain. Or is he talking about the culture of Crete as a whole? Either way, there's astereotype here. The sad thing about stereotypes is they may be offensive but oftentimes they'retrue.
So Paul is making this broad brushing statement about Crete and about the environment that mayfoster this, or the environment that is giving birth to this false teaching. Here's what I'm thinking asI'm reading this: "What a terrible Sunday in church." Like, Titus steps up. "Hey, Paul wrote us. Hehas given us a message." They're like, "What did Paul say?" "He says you're liars and evil beasts andlazy gluttons. I hope you feel affirmed this morning. Amen. Bless you." That would be a bad Sunday.What pastor gets up and says that about his people? But aren't we, though? Aren't we liars?
Let me build that out, because that idea of lying is not just the idea of telling untruth. It's the ideathat the lack of truth is beneficial to us compared to the truth. I remember the first time I lied to myparents. It may have not been the first time I lied; it's just the first time I remember it. I was akindergartner. Here's what I know about kindergartners: they are essentially bobbleheads. Theirbodies are smaller than their heads. They have teeth; they're just not next to each other.
I remember we took class pictures. In taking class pictures, you have your own personal picture.Then you have you and another 20 bobbleheads with no teeth. You have that going on. Forwhatever reason, I was desperate to have that picture. So I took it home and said to my mom, "Iwant this picture." I think the package was like $5. She was like, "We can't afford it." Well, being akindergartner, I don't know about budgets. I just know we got the TV Guide every week and she had$5 in her wallet. I was like, "I know where the $5 is at. I'll grab it for you. I can make this easy." Shewas like, "No, we can't have it."
So here was my master plan. I was going to smuggle these contraband pictures in my backpack foras long as it was necessary until people forgot or until I could get away with it. My mom asked me,"Did you take the pictures back?" and I was like, "Yeah." My teacher said, "Is your mom going topurchase those pictures?" "Yeah, she's going to get me the money and I'll bring it." Here's the thing Ididn't think about: the invention of the telephone, which allowed them to talk to each other withoutme being involved.



My teacher calls my mom and says, "Hey, we haven't gotten these pictures back. Did Michael bringthem home?" Then it all blew up in my face. Here's what I realized in that: I lied because I thought itwas going to get me what I wanted, as opposed to the truth and me not having pictures. Isn't thattrue of us, that oftentimes we lie because it seems to make the world more convenient or better orit's a quicker path to getting what we want?
We lie in that relationship because we don't want to deal with the difficult conversation. We lie atwork because we feel like it's going to get us up the corporate ladder faster than it would otherwise.We lie because it's going to get us that benefit, that convenience, that thing we so desperately needand want, as opposed to abstaining from that because we told the truth and life being a little bitmore inconvenient. I think we all battle that urge to rely on the lie rather than relying on the truth,that idea of evil beast.
So while it may have been in the culture, the thing that makes us unconscionable beasts who goafter what we want before anything else and have an evil desire on the inside of us, it's not theculture bleeding in; it's the sin nature bleeding out. It's what Jesus says in Mark 7 when he says,"There's nothing on the outside of you, nothing you can eat that can defile you, but it is what isalready within you that creates all of these things like malice and sexual immorality and conceit.They come from within, not from without."
Just like the Cretans, we have the propensity to be evil beasts. This idea of being lazy gluttons…Let's just be friends and talk. We're a little lazy. The fact that they make TVs that are curved becauseit's so difficult to get up and change the angle of your TV so you can see speaks to how lazy we'vegotten.
Smart TVs. I'm not hating you if you have a smart TV. If you have a smart TV… Football season iscoming up. Invite me over so I can watch it with you. But haven't we gotten a little bit lazy? It's sohard to press the remote control as opposed to speaking to the TV. Like, that's why you had kids…sothey could get up and change the channel.
We are lazy. I'm not being hateful; that's just true. And aren't we gluttonous? Don't we want tooverindulge off of the benefits, and oftentimes benefits of work we didn't even do? I read an articlerecently that said my generation is the most narcissistic generation that has ever walked the face ofthe earth.



Somebody tried to contend that this generation does all types of charitable altruistic-type things,and the research showed that even when my generation does those things, the motivation is thatwe would receive the benefit of being seen and being known, not because we think that's going tobetter somebody else's life or it's our duty.
So even in the good things we do, we're gluttonous and trying to get the acclaim and the praise. Paullays out this idea of, "This is the environment," and I'm fearful this very same environment may bepresent in our modern day and we might be susceptible to the same teaching. Then he says,
"Therefore rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in the faith…" Can I just tell you thatrebuke is loving? I know the word doesn't sound loving when you hear it, but rebuke is loving.
It would be unloving and unfaithful and unjust to not correct error, to not speak into places andsituations in people's lives where they have drifted off the truth of God's Word. It would beunfaithful to stay silent. It would be unfaithful to not point out a place where there is brokenness orerror. To do that is a good grace from the Lord. For the Lord to give you brothers and sisters aroundyou who love you enough to tell you the truth and give you sight for your own sin is a good gracefrom God, even in the context that Paul was writing.
If he's saying you should rebuke these false teachers, there's a belief there that if they hear thetruth, their hearts and minds will be changed, and they'll come back in line with the Word of Godand have a sound doctrine and a sound faith, which will ultimately build to their sound living. That'sa good grace for us. Don't reject rebuke. Lean into it and embrace it.
In that he says, "That they would have sound doctrine, as opposed to those who have devotedthemselves to Jewish myths and commands of men and turned away from the truth." Let's buildthat out a little bit as well, because I want you to have a full understanding. That idea of Jewishmyths… Paul talks about it a little bit more in detail when he talks about genealogies in Titus 3:9.It's this idea of disputing the historical record, or the record of the Old Testament, and saying, "Well,maybe it's off here. Maybe it should be shifted here. Maybe this is the true story over here."
It's this idea of having a knowledge that's above what the Scripture says or outside of what theScripture says and leaning on that to be your truth. It's the idea of the commands of men. In thattime, Paul writes a similar letter to Timothy in Ephesus, and he says there are these people who areascribing to an ascetic, this severe self-discipline, this severe self-abstinence from things that aresupposed to be unholy.



They were forbidding marriage. They were forbidding certain types of foods or committingthemselves to certain rituals, and they were adding these commandments to what has already beendone. Here's where the danger lies: they were saying that to be righteous you must, yes, believe inJesus, but you must also believe these thoughts that are outside or above the Scripture, and you alsomust do these things.
It's this idea of taking their own self-righteous works and putting them at least on par, if not above,what the gospel is. Let me say this very simply to you. If it's Jesus plus anything, if it's the gospelplus anything, it's no gospel at all. It's a complete and total anti-gospel to think something elseneeds to be done that we might be saved, that we might be redeemed, that we might be his. It is acomplete lie. It's a complete affront to the gospel to say something needs to be added to theequation, as opposed to trusting the work of Jesus and Jesus alone.
Here are some of the dangerous results of that. In verse 16, Paul says that though they profess toknow God, their works deny him. They are detestable, disobedient, and unfit for any good work.Literally, what he's saying is their self-made righteousness, their manufactured, man-made attemptof making themselves right before God, while they think that brings them closer to God, is actually adenial of even knowing him.
It's a denial of knowing what he has offered them. It's a denial of knowing what he has given themthrough the work of the cross. It's a denial of knowing he is the All-Sufficient One, that he is the onewho pays the debt, that he is the one who makes us free, that he is the one who redeems our souls.It's a lie in their works to say they know him but think they need to depend on their works to beclose to him.
The words that are used here, detestable and disobedient, are loaded words. In the Old Testament,anytime there's a commentary of God's attitude toward idolatrous practices, of eating unclean foodor taking idols and exalting them to a state of deity, it's said to be detestable. These very people whoare doing this abstinence from things they are calling detestable, saying that they're trying to berighteous by avoiding those things, are being defined by the thing they're trying to avoid.
Instead of avoiding detestable things, they have become detestable in their nature. This man-madestrict obedience, this ascetic, this deep, severe self-discipline, has made them disobedient asopposed to obedient to God. So the very thing they're trying to achieve by their own works, they



have achieved the opposite. They have become disobedient instead of being obedient, and theworks they're doing cannot be good, because they're not submitted under a trust and authority toJesus.
I think there are two dangerous implications of this false teaching, not just for them, but even for us.I think the first one is that this false teaching says something about us that's not true. To think thatwe could carry the weight of our own righteousness is extremely arrogant. I can see why thisteaching would be upsetting and ruining whole households.
There would be some mentality that says, "Because I have ascribed to this teaching, because I haveabstained from these foods, because I have believed this extra-biblical, superior biblical knowledge,because I know these things and have made myself righteous, why haven't you made yourself moreholy? Why haven't you worked harder? Why haven't you committed more deeply? Why haven't youabstained from more things? Why haven't you reached my level of righteousness?"
There would be this arrogance that would say, "I have done this by my own efforts and my ownwork. Why haven't you done the same?" The danger is that's not even true. The reality is thatattitude will crush you. The idea of having your own righteousness on your shoulders and you'regoing to hold that up and continue to manufacture and carry that will crush you.
It would be like being on this hamster wheel, where you're trying to run full speed, and the minuteyou have a misstep, you're going to be falling and stumbling and trying to get back up to full speed.It would be like trying to be on a treadmill and run as fast as you can and ultimately understandingyou're getting nowhere. That's untrue of us, and it's a crushing weight we were not meant to carry.
The other dangerous implication is it says something that's not true about God. To say somethingneeds to be added to the work Jesus did, that it was an incomplete, unfinished, insufficient work, isto say something that is untrue about God. It's to say he wasn't rich enough in his mercy andgenerous enough in his application to cover the debt of my sin.
Maybe a good way to illustrate it would be a fable I've heard about Alexander the Great. Alexanderthe Great was one of the greatest empire-building military strategists of the ancient world. In fact,his empire was so vast and he was so rich and so resourced that when he died, they were able todivide his empire amongst three different people because of how vast it was.



After a successful campaign, one of his generals came to him and said, "Alexander, I've been faithfulfor a long time. I've served you faithfully, but I've not made a lot of money, and my daughter isgetting married. I would like for you to pay for my daughter's wedding." Every dad in the room witha daughter is like, "Glory. That is a faithful request." Alexander said, "You have been faithful. Go tomy treasurer. He handles my affairs. He handles my accounts. Tell him the amount of money youneed for the wedding, and he'll sign off on it. We'll pay for the wedding."
So this general went to the treasurer and asked for this exorbitant amount of money. To make ittangible, let's just say he asked for a million dollars. Think about how awesome a million-dollarwedding would be. Like Cirque du Soleil hanging from the rafters while they're doing their vows,free Fat Cow for everybody. It would be glorious. (You guys are like, "It's lunchtime. Don't play withthe Fat Cow." I know. It's not open today. It's Sunday.)
So he said, "I would like this exorbitant amount," and the treasurer said, "Well, this is Alexander'smoney, so let me confirm with him that it's okay." In his frustration, he went back to Alexander theGreat and said, "You won't believe what that ungrateful, filthy servant of a general asked you for. Hedared to ask you for an unreasonable amount of money. No wedding should cost this much money."
Alexander the Great chuckled, which only heightened the frustration of the treasurer. (We knowmoney people. Money is not a game. We're not laughing about this.) He said, "Why would you laughthat he would impose on your kindness, that he would impose on your riches, that he would daretry to take advantage of you and make money for himself and get gain for himself? Why would youlaugh at that?" Alexander the Great said, "Give it to him."
"Why would you give him this money? Why would you go ahead and not only allow this…? Youshould punish him. You should throw him in jail. You should kill him. You should not give him themoney. Why would you do this?" Alexander the Great said two things. "For him to ask me for thatmeans he believes I'm rich enough and I'm generous enough to provide it. Give it to him."
Here's the danger of that false teaching: to say something needs to be added to what Christcontributed to our salvation is to dare say he's not rich enough or he's not generous enough to paythe debt of my sin. Here's what I know Scripture says. When he did hang on the cross and he didutter those words, "It is finished…"



Tetelestai was an accounting term to say, "The transaction has been completed, the debt has beenpaid, the amount has been reconciled. There's nothing that is left to be owed or to be paid for.There's nothing under the table that needs to be taken care of. This has been completely fulfilled.There's nothing else that needs to be added."
It is a lie about God to say that in some way I can add to righteousness, that it wasn't imputed andconferred on me by the work of his Son and his Son alone. To think I need to add something to thatis a lie from the pit of hell that is untrue about God. I just want to remind us in this moment that ourhope is built on nothing less than Jesus' blood and his righteousness. There's nothing we can add tothat.
Let us draw encouragement from verse 15, which says, "To the pure, all things are pure, but to

the defiled and unbelieving, nothing is pure; but both their minds and their consciences are

defiled." Their minds, their ways of thinking, have been polluted. Their consciences, their moralreasoning, their ability to know right from wrong, has been polluted, contaminated, has gone awry.
Here's what I want you to catch. For the pure, all things are pure, but he doesn't say for the defiled,nothing is pure. He says for the defiled and the unbelieving. I think it's important that we grasp that"and unbelieving." Here is the truth. For those of us who are pure, it's because we have been madepure. For those of us who are pure, if we were going to be truthful in this place, lest we talk likeCretans, we would all have to raise our hands and say we were defiled but it was the grace andmercy of Jesus, in which he was both rich and generous, that made us pure.
So if you're under the sound of my voice and hearing this and feeling like, "Look, I know I'm defiled.I know I'm not walking in submission to the Lord. I know I'm walking sinfully," being defiled is notthe deal breaker. We've all been that. It's the belief. It's believing and trusting and resting the fullweight of your eternal security on the fact that Christ completed it all through his work on the cross,through his righteous life he has now imputed on us.
He lived sinlessly, though we are sinful. He died unjustly, though we justly deserved it. He conferredthat upon us, and we rest our hope, our trust, our faith, upon that and that alone. Let that be aweight off your shoulders. Let that be freeing for you. Let me say it this way. I have a friend and amentor who has said this to me for years. I'm just going to quote it. "You can't skin a catfish beforeyou catch it." That's super country. I apologize. I have never been fishing in my life. I assume that'strue, though I've never caught a catfish and tried to skin it.



The idea is you can't clean something you don't possess. So to think for the Lord to possess you youmust clean yourself up first doesn't seem to make a lot of sense. That would be analogous to mesaying, "I know I have the flu. Let me get well, and then I'm going to go to the doctor." That would beme saying, "I have a ton of cavities. Let me fill these myself, and then I'm going to go to the dentist."
There would be no need. If I could make myself well, I wouldn't need the doctor. If I could make myteeth whole, I wouldn't need the dentist. If I could save my own soul, I wouldn't need Jesus as mySavior. Let me remind you, for those who are believers, or let me inform you for those who are not,the very same grace that justifies you is the grace that will sanctify and mature you.
That is what will make you innocent. That is what will clean you up. That is what will mature youinto the fullness of Christ and take you from glory to glory. You may say, "The record of my sin is alaundry list long. The debt I owe I cannot pay." Then you're a prime candidate for the richness andgenerosity of God. He will cover the debt of your sin. He will finish the transaction. He will take yourdefiled heart and nature and make you pure.
I want to challenge us. For those of us who are believers in Jesus, I want to be honest. I think we canslowly and subtly drift into this false teaching. I don't think we are espousing Jewish myths orbuilding Old Testament commandments. I don't even think Paul would tell you the law was evil. Ithink Paul would tell you that to put the law on par with the righteousness of Christ providedthrough the cross or to put it above that is where we have an issue.
I don't think Paul would say obedience is a bad thing, but if obedience is this effort to earnsomething from God as opposed to a response to what Christ has already given, that's where wehave issue. I want to challenge us as believers. I think we subtly drift into this. It becomes the gospel
and my political affiliation, the gospel and the podcast I download and listen to, the gospel and thegifts I exhibit make me more mature and more spiritual than others.
While all of those things are good gifts from the Lord, while all of those things may be signs ofobedience or signs of the Spirit's work in your life, they are not things that earn or make yourighteous. Only Jesus and the work he did on the cross makes you righteous. So for those of us whoare believers, maybe today we slow down and repent and confess to the Lord that we've driftedinto and maybe even espoused some of this false teaching that we could add something to what hehas already done.



Maybe you're here and, like I said, this is a moment where you realize where you are, and you'resaying, "I'm hearing you. I'm hearing what you're saying. You've been yelling at me for like 40minutes. I hear you. But I'm so defiled and weak." Can I encourage you from Romans 5? While wewere still weak, at the right time, in God's timing… This could be your day. This could be the timing,that he's stirring the faith in you, so you respond with repentance and trust. It's a good gift.
For some of us, it's a day of repentance. For others of us, my prayer, my hope, my expectation is it'sa day of rejoicing, of coming to the Table and taking off the weight of self-made righteousness andbeing able to say, "The Lord has provided this. He has given me a free invitation to come to theTable, and now in response to his grace to me, I will commit my life to him in trust and obedience."
That's a good day to rejoice in. I just want to pray for us. I want to pray that the Lord will completethe work he intended with his Word, and then we'll move into a time of remembering, Communion,and worship. Let's pray.
Lord Jesus, I am so grateful. I stand here without fear, and I stand here in your favor because of youand you alone. When the Lord looks at me, he does not see my sinfulness. He sees the righteousnessyou imputed upon me. I'm grateful for that. Lord, this Word has resonated in my heart, because Ican easily drift into adding to righteousness some idea or some understanding I have or somepractice I complete faithfully that others may not do, and it makes me arrogant.
Lord, I remember the day sitting in a high school youth service where I heard a pastor proclaim thatthe forgiveness I've received from you I did not deserve and I did not earn, that you initiated thatbefore the foundations of the world and then invited me into a work you already did. Remind us ofthat.
For those of us who have known and have drifted, remind us of that, and bring us to a place and aheart of repentance. For those who have never known, let it resound in their ears as clear and true,and stir faith in them that they may respond to it. I know you will. I'm grateful for that. It's in yourname I pray, amen.
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