
How you see yourself and how you understand yourself is going to really be revealed in how you live your life. So if you 

think you’re perfect, if you think that you are above other people, then you’re gonna live a certain way and you’re going to 

interact with people a certain way. If you think you’re worthless, you’re gonna live your life a certain way and interact with 

people a certain way. It’s been my experience that people who can’t see their own flaws or deny their own flaws tend to 

compare themselves with people around them and they’ll compare their strengths to other peoples weaknesses and 

they’ll continue to exalt themselves based off of their perceived strengths. And they’ll continue to exalt themselves by 

identifying the weaknesses in the people around them. We see this all the time. It’s a sad state of things. But people 

make much of themselves by identifying weaknesses in others, comparing that to their strengths and then they feel 

better about themselves. People who feel worthless have a tendency to let themselves be abused and let themselves 

be belittled by the first group. Honestly, most of us are both. We tend to swing over here for a while then tend to swing 

over here for a while. In fact most of us are in the middle thing where we’re going, “Yeah I’m not perfect,” but we’ll have 

these moments and times when we’ll kind of act that way. In fact a lot of the root sins are bound up in these things, 

not even root sins but just kind of common sins, sins that you don’t get in trouble for a lot but you know are there. Like 

gossip. Gossip is directly tied to, “I feel better about myself and I can exalt myself by belittling and attacking others and 

the weaknesses of others I see around me.” A gossip by nature has a tendency to love conversation about how other 

people and other things stink. And that’s always an attempt to exalt themselves or make themselves feel better about 

themselves. It’s rooted in insecurity. And you’ll find over on the other side of things that people who feel worthless will 

get themselves in scenarios and try to find worth in places that actually feed their shame and continue to drive them into 

deeper and deeper despair. So what I want to do, out of a great text today, is to give us lenses by which we should see 

our lives and the lives around us. And I’m just gonna let Jesus do it, which is always the smart thing to do.

Matthew Chapter 20, starting in verse 20, “Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee came up to him with her sons, and 

kneeling before him she asked him for something. And he said to her, “What do you want?” She said to him, “Say that 

these two sons of mine are to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your kingdom.”” Now, for us on the other 

side of the cross and the resurrection, this looks like a crazy request. For those of us who are where we are, we can look 

back and see the full story of Jesus Christ, what He did, what He accomplished and what His kingdom actually is, this 

looks silly. But for them, they don’t have any framework for this. They literally think that Jesus is going to become king 

in the historic manner, not in the today manner. A constitutional monarchy has no place in the mind of the 1st century 

person. It doesn’t exist. And so a king for them is someone who rules in absolute authority. What they say goes. Have you 

ever thought how crazy it is that Herod simply goes, “I want any child born under the age of two in this city slaughtered”? 

And nobody questions it. Nobody tries to stop it. They just go do it. That’s the type of kingship they’re used to, and really 

that existed in history until really the last couple hundred years. And so they have no framework. So here’s the mother of 

James and John and she’s bringing her boys with her and she kneels at the feet of Jesus. She’s basically saying, “When 

you’re king, will you give them cabinet positions? Maybe Minister of Defense.” She’s basically saying, “Will you put them 

on your right? Will you put them on your left? Will you make ‘em high officials in your kingdom when you establish this 

thing, when you become king?”

Look at Jesus’ response, “Jesus answered, “You do not know what you are asking.”” I love this because I think it’s still 

common to this day where we begin to plead with Jesus Christ for things, when we begin to plead with God for things 

and we don’t know because we’re limited in scope and we’re limited in knowledge and we’re limited in time. We don’t 
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even know what we’re asking, and we tend to get frustrated with Him when the answer doesn’t come back like we 

wanted. But Jesus can always say, “You don’t know what you’re asking. If I even gave you what you’re asking for you, you 

have no idea what it would actually cost you, how it would actually turn out.” I’ve been saying this a lot lately and really 

I’ve been saying it as long as I’ve been your pastor. Jesus is not a means to an end. You can’t use Jesus to get something 

you want. If you’re trying that, what your god is actually, what you’re trying to get from Jesus, it’s not Jesus. Which by the 

way there’s a biblical word for that. It’s idolatry. You are an idolater if you’re trying to use Jesus as some sort of genie 

in a lamp. You’re a wicked idolater. That’s what you are according to the Scriptures. You’re trying to play an unwinnable 

game and you have not deceived Christ. You have not deceived the God of the universe. He knows that you are trying to 

use Him to get this thing over here. I get to have a lot of great conversations with people who are dechurched and our 

now coming back into the church and what I’ve found is there really was somehow, whether through bad teaching or bad 

understanding, this idea that God was a means to an end. It’s not always bad teaching that’s to blame. Sometimes it’s 

bad understanding to blame. Somehow we’ve picked up on children’s church and on that felt board that if we would do 

the right things then the right things would happen. And then mom and dad got divorced and then our best friend Billy 

was killed in a car accident and then the girlfriend that we knew we were gonna marry breaks up with us and marries our 

best friend. And then all the sudden, where was God? And then you’ve done all those things that were right, you’ve done 

all the things you were supposed to do and this is how God has responded to you. So you tend to run because your goal 

and desire was not Jesus, was not Him glorified you were trying to use Him to get something else and then you didn’t 

get it and you got angry. She’s saying, “Give ‘em your right. Give ‘em your left.” Jesus goes, “You don’t even know what 

you’re asking.”

Now look at where he goes next. “You don’t even know what you’re asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I am to 

drink?” Now we hear Him use this language just a little bit later in the garden. Right before His crucifixion He is praying, 

“Take this cup from Me. Yet not as I will but as You will.” So you’ve got Jesus wrestling with the Father saying, “If we can 

do this another way,” knowing full well that He can’t do it another way. “Let’s do it another way. Take this cup from Me.” 

He’s talking about suffering.

Now the Bible looks at suffering very differently than we do. In Philippians 3, Paul teaches like it’s a position to be 

desired. He says, “That I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like 

him in his death,” Like Paul is desiring a position of suffering. Let me try to explain why that is or why he would say that. 

In James 1:2 we find out that suffering, when it’s mature, produces in the heart of the sufferer a completion or a lacking 

in nothing. How does that work? Well it works if you would look in 1 Peter 1 says that suffering produces a genuineness 

of faith, that it burns off and reveals what you really believe and where you really stand and where you’ve really put 

your trust. So it produces a genuineness of faith. And then there’s this great thing, in 1 Peter 4 where he says that you 

shouldn’t be embarrassed by or ashamed of your suffering but that you should glorify God in it. That’s a very interesting 

text, specifically being ashamed by it. Depending on what type of suffering you’re in, there’s always a little bit of shame 

involved in suffering. It can range from you getting arrested for the cause of Christ and being imprisoned to just that your 

neighbors hate you.

In my case, I’ve always been strong, healthy and I have always been able to do whatever I wanted to do. I don’t know if 

you’ve had a stay in the hospital. I never had until recently. I literally never spent the night before the craniotomy. The 

first thing to go in a hospital stay is your dignity. That’s literally the first thing that goes out the window, your dignity. 

When I came out of surgery, I’m having to learn certain things that I’ve known how to do forever and they move me to 

rehab on the orange team. Now orange team basically meant at Baylor rehab that you can’t do anything by yourself. You 

can’t go to the bathroom by yourself, you can’t take a shower by yourself, you literally can’t do anything by yourself or 

you’ll get in trouble. I didn’t know how you would get in trouble in the hospital, because they can’t kick you out. At least 

I don’t think they can. Maybe they can. I don’t think they want to, not for what they charge per day. In the end I didn’t 



want to test them on that. They can hurt you a lot in there. I know that. But it’s an embarrassing thing to have a press 

a button and say, “I have to pee. Can someone walk me to the bathroom and then stand with me while I pee?” It’s an 

embarrassing thing to have to take a shower and have a tech in there just to make sure you’re all right. And then coming 

home where I’ve historically been strong, I’m not able to help and not able to do the things that I’ve been able to do 

before. If I’m not careful, there was this kind of shame in that, embarrassment in that. The Scriptures here are going, 

“No, you don’t be ashamed in weakness, you don’t be ashamed in suffering. You glorify God in it. You point to your need 

for Him in it. You point to your sufficiency in Him it.”

Jesus is saying, “Can you drink this cup with Me?” Now in their ignorance and in their over confidence that often comes 

in ignorance, they respond and say to Him, “We are able.” I’ve got to imagine that Jesus is smiling on the inside here, 

because He says to them, “You will drink My cup.” This is true, James is the first disciple or apostle martyred and John is 

exiled into Patmos after tradition tells us they tried to boil him alive and he didn’t die. So they do drink the cup at some 

level. Look what he says: “You will drink my cup, but to sit at my right hand and at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for 

those for whom it has been prepared by my Father.” He says, “You are gonna drink the cup, but I can’t give My left hand 

and My right hand away. That’s gonna be the Father that does that.” Let’s keep going, “And when the ten heard it, they 

were indignant at the two brothers.” If you’ve read the Bible, you know not to give the disciples too much credit here. I 

don’t think they’re going, “Oh the audacity of the two sons of Zebedee. I cannot believe they would ask that.” If we can 

follow their history, they’re probably indignant that they didn’t get the first shot at it. They’re probably a little frustrated 

that they didn’t get their, “Can I sit at your right? Can I sit at your left?” before momma did.

I’m guessing that’s what they’re indignant about because look at Jesus’ response, which brings us to the heart of what I 

want to talk to you about. “But Jesus called them to him and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over 

them, and their great ones exercise authority over them.” This is an intriguing little passage because he’s saying you 

know how the Gentiles they use their power, they use their wealth, they use their authority, they use whatever has been 

given to them by God to make much of themselves to lord it over those beneath them. But look at what he says next, 

“But it shall not be so among you.” He’s saying, “We’re not going to do that. That’s not how we’re going to do things.” 

Keep putting it in context because the mother of the two brothers come down, kneels before Jesus and she says, “Let 

them sit at Your left. Let them sit at Your right. Give them these positions in Your kingdom.” And He says, “You don’t 

know what you’re asking. Can you drink the cup?” “ Yes we can drink the cup.” “You will drink the cup but that’s not Mine 

to give.” And then they start squabbling over once again who’s gonna be greatest, which is an argument they have often. 

One of the ironies of ironies about this text is if you’ll read right before we got into this, Jesus goes, “I’ve gotta go. I’m 

gonna be crucified, but I’m gonna be resurrected on the third day.” He just kind of unpacks some of this for them. And it 

just shows you how blind they are to that aspect of what he’s teaching. That idea of the suffering servant that idea of I’m 

gonna die and be resurrected. So when it happens they’re like, “Oh yeah.” But until then, they’re just always confused 

by it and don’t seem to acknowledge it except for Peter once, and he learned his lesson on that one. Now you’ve got it 

happening again where they’re saying, “Oh Jesus is gonna be great. He’s gonna take over the world and we’re gonna be 

with Him.” And He’s going, “Okay, the Gentiles think like that but not so with you because you’re gonna have a new heart 

and a new mind and new eyes to see.”

And then He’s gonna redefine words, which Jesus and hip-hop artists can do. So let’s go. “You know that the rulers of 

the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. It shall not be so among you.” He really 

just took the idea of greatness and completely gave it a new definition. Really greatness is that you are, in whatever field, 

way above average. You’re so above average that you’ll crush whoever is average at it. So LeBron James is great because 

he can dominate all of us right now. Like we could all play him, 160 or whatever on 1 and we’re probably gonna lose. He’s 

just a big beast. Just for the record ESPN was showing his games when he was a high school student. As a senior in high 

school he signed a 90 million dollar contract with Nike. Do you think he was voted Most Likely to Succeed? I’m guessing 



if you look that up in the yearbook you’d probably find: “Most Likely to Succeed: LeBron James because he already had 

90 million dollars as a senior in high school.” He’s just a beast and he’s great because he’s so far above everyone else. 

And because he’s great he has an entourage or servants. He has a group of guys who are trying to tap into that greatness 

to exalt themselves because of his greatness so they’ll do whatever he wants them to do.

They’ll carry the bag, clean the house and do whatever he wants. Warren Buffett is considered great because no investor 

in modern history has invested as well as he has. His net worth is $37 billion. He just invests. And he has servants 

wanting to tap into that brilliance and tap into that wealth by doing whatever he wants them to do. Because when you 

have $37 billion, you have servants. I’m guessing you don’t clean your house if you have $37 billion. I’m guessing 

you’re house is large and maybe you’ve never been in all of it. Einstein was considered great because he was smarter 

than everyone else, literally smarter than everyone else. He’s still driving certain aspects of modern science. He was 

just absolutely brilliant. And since he lived in a day and age where we didn’t celebrate people for being pretty but we 

celebrated people for what they did, a time where scientists and those types of people were actually famous, he was 

quite famous and ended up being quite wealthy. One of the great kind of crazy stories about Einstein, a guy actually 

jacked his brain from the hospital, put it in a jar and traveled around for years and let people see it. People were paying 

a little bit of cash to see his brain in a jar. Right before he died, he actually returned it to the pathology department. They 

kept trying to get it from him and he would never give it back to them. Then right before he died he gave them back the 

brain and said, “Okay I’m done with it.” 

So you’ve got Einstein who becomes unbelievably wealthy and unbelievably famous, quite the ladies man, which is 

baffling. Seriously, just Google Einstein. He’s got to be famous and wealthy for him to also be a ladies man, because 

that hair was never in style, ever. So you have to able to go, “It’s Einstein. He’s brilliant, he’s a genius, he’s wealthy, he’s 

famous.” Because of that wealth and because of that fame and because of that brilliance, there were people that would 

serve him and do whatever he wanted them to do to be near that brilliance. Jesus is redefining greatness here because 

He’s saying, “Greatness is not that you are so much better than everyone else that they serve you. Greatness is that you 

serve everyone else.” He just completely redefined the word. And He can do that because he’s God.

Let’s keep going because he’s going to hash it out a little more. “But whoever would be great among you must be your 

servant, whoever would be first among you must be your slave.” At this point you need a little bit of American history, 

so hopefully you’ve got some of that in your head. We don’t really need American history, but it’s probably the closest 

in your brain for me to be able to unpack this. This idea of slave is actually the idea of indentured servants. If you’ll 

remember just a little bit back to the American colonies bringing over indentured servants. Basically a wealthy land 

owner would pay for an immigrant, usually European, to come over and for a period of 3 to 7 years. So for that period 

of 3 to 7 years, they would serve that master. They would work the land and at the end of the 7 years they were given 

a small track of land and a rifle. Then they were out, they were on their own. This idea is an indentured servant. So the 

indentured servant was completely dependent on the master for shelter, for clothes, for food, for care of all kinds. He 

was completely dependent on the master. 

So Jesus ratchets it up a level and says, “Do you want to be great? Serve. In fact, if you want to be first, be an indentured 

servant to all. You’ll be a slave to all.” If we start to look at this practically what this looks like practically, I think some 

of you would go, “It’s never okay for you, as a believer in Christ, to look through the lenses of, ‘I’ve got to do better than 

this person.’” Instead our lenses are, “How can I encourage? How can I promote? How can I make much of and how 

can I help this person?” Some of you might go, “Well Chandler, that’s great for you to say. You work at a church. In the 

real world it’s very competitive, and I would thank you for helping me with the real world and I appreciate that. I didn’t 

know anything about it until I got that lecture from you, so I would appreciate it.” But I would still come back at you and 

go, “The Bible has a lot to say at work. The Bible says you should work as if you working for God and not for man, which 



means you should be one of the best workers at your work. And then you let God do the rest.” So listen, you wouldn’t sell 

your soul for a promotion and nicer house and a nicer car that will put a silent weight on you that will eventually crush 

you. It is a crappy trade. It is a horrible trade for you to trade your integrity for a promotion or for a little bit more money 

or even for a lot more money. It’s a miserable trade, one that you will regret, not immediately maybe down the road. But 

you don’t sell your integrity, you don’t sell your birthright for stew. You don’t sell your soul for silver. You don’t do those 

things.

You work hard. You work well. You work like you’re working for God and not for man and then you rest easy in His 

providence. And maybe you do lose your job. That’s happening. It’s nasty out there right now. Maybe you do lose your 

job. Maybe you could have kept your job if you would have undercut someone. All that could be true, what you would 

be right now is a sinner, a rebellious sinner with a job. You’ve lost a piece of soul. You’ve lost a real connection with the 

Lord. You’ve lost some intimacy with the Father. You’ve got all these other issues that you’ve traded but you’ve got your 

job. I’ve read that Jesus made it rain bread for an extended period of time for a group of people. He can provide; He will 

provide. I don’t think you’ll starve, here. You can starve in other parts of the world. I just don’t know that it’s happening 

here. You might not get to live the Western ideal dream where you’re paying $40 a night for dinner. If you’ve got kids 

that’s at a restaurant, any restaurant, that’s at Chik-fil-A. I’m not talking about eating swanky. Maybe you don’t get to do 

that. Maybe you cook a lot at home. Maybe you eat ghetto. Maybe you get macaroni and cheese and hamburger and you 

make a little deal with it and that’s dinner. Maybe you eat like that. Maybe you eat breakfast for dinner. I’m not saying 

there won’t be some pain and some sacrifice involved in that. I’m just saying it’s not worth selling your soul over. So it’s 

never okay to look through the lenses of “I’ve got to be better than them.” Those are the wrong lenses. Our lenses are 

“How can I make much? How can I encourage? How can I serve? How can I make life better for them?” Those are the 

lenses by which we see the world around us.

So Jesus says if you want to be great, if you want to be number one, here’s what that looks like. You serve, and you treat 

yourself as if you’re life, your vitality depended on the people around you in regards with you loving them, serving them, 

encouraging them, walking with them. By the way, this is a far cry from how most of us in the suburbs think and feel. 

We don’t even have a framework for it, and I know that because we have three campuses now. One in Denton, which is 

kind of Bohemian where they don’t always wear deodorant and eat everything organic That campus is very Bohemian. 

You’ve got the Dallas campus, which is young professional. And then you’ve got us in the suburbs. And I’m just telling 

you that there is a marked difference between the three campuses. The most difficult campus to deal with by far being 

this one. The Dallas parking situation is far more horrific than our parking situation. Their parkers never get the bird. We 

get the bird every weekend. The Dallas campus’ greeters rarely get someone coming in and rage because there wasn’t 

something for them up front. But we get that here almost every weekend. There’s this entitlement that we’ve been 

trained into here that says, “The universe is about me. The world is about me and all of my needs, whether legitimate 

or not. My needs had better be met right now or someone’s gonna hear about it.” That’s a very suburb type thinking that 

doesn’t exist everywhere. One of the things we learned as we were working with our teams in China is that not only do 

we have to transition them well into China, but we had them to transition them well into urban life. They’re so used to 

life here where everything was just comfortable and easy. You get them into a situation that wasn’t just new language, 

new culture. I remember one of the first conversations I had with them was, “I would give anything for a drive-thru.” And 

I was thinking that’s not cultural, that’s context. He’s in an urban context now. He’s used to the suburbs where you didn’t 

have to get out of car to get anything. You can pick up your dry cleaning in your car, your food in your car; you pick up 

your drink in your car. You never have to leave your car. That’s why they put TV’s in them. You just never have to get out of 

there. Toilets are the next thing that’s coming? Someone’s gonna put a toilet in the seat. Then you just stay in your car. 

You can live in that thing and drive and go to the restroom and eat your food and watch your movie. You got a minivan or 

a Suburban so the whole family can be together in community. That’s what’s next. That’s what he was missing a context 



that said, “Your comfort is paramount to us.” Jesus is going, “Your comfort is not paramount to Me. You will be a servant 

and a slave of those around you.” He’s flipping the world upside down. Why?

Let’s look at this: Matthew 20:27 “. . .and whoever would be first among you must be your slave, for even the Son of 

Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” Think back to the Colossians series, 

to those first couple of weeks when we were talking about the deity of Christ and the size of Jesus Christ and Christ 

being the Creator of all things and the Sustainer of all things. Think of the breath of the universe, how far it goes. Like 

planet Earth isn’t even big for our solar system. It’s actually pretty tiny in our solar system. You keep rolling out into 

the universe and it just looks smaller and smaller and smaller. You are a speck on a speck. And the Scriptures tell us 

that Jesus is the Creator and Sustainer of all of it. He was born as a baby. All that power, all that might, He steps out 

of perfection and becomes a child and becomes a child in Bethlehem. Then he runs to Egypt and settles in Nazareth, 

which is south of El Paso. In the end, you’ve got Jesus emptying Himself of power, coming as a baby and then, if you’re 

not a Christian, if you don’t know the story of Jesus Christ, you start reading the New Testament. You’re just waiting for 

Jesus to snap and kill everybody. You just start reading the New Testament and you’re like, “Oh yeah He’s about to kill 

everyone.” Think about how often He’s having to deal with the Pharisees and the Sadducees, and He does it without 

using the same power He used when He stopped the wind and the waves and the rain with on the boat. He doesn’t use 

His power to remove disease to give His enemies diseases. How easy would it have been to Jesus right in the middle of 

an argument with the Pharisees to make them lepers and be done with it? Remember He went to a fig tree once that 

didn’t produce figs, cursed it and it withered immediately and everyone kind of freaked out. But it didn’t stop them from 

being mouthy with Him. Think about the restraint and the patience Jesus showed when He’s arrested and beaten and 

spit upon. If you’ll get around this, the cells and the glands and the mental energy and the nervous system and all that’s 

required to work up spit in your mouth and spit it out are controlled by, created by and sustained by Jesus Christ. The 

neurons that have to fire off and tell your hand to open, tell your arm to come back and to tell it to swing forward to slap 

were created by, sustained by and held together by Jesus Christ. As He’s being slapped, as He’s being spit on, as He’s 

being mocked, as He is hanging on the cross, dying a miserable, horrible death, He’s giving them the ability to do those 

things. If you’re just reading that and you’ve seen the power of Jesus and you’ve read and understood Jesus the Christ 

who He is, you really are just waiting for Him to make people burst into flames. I’m eating popcorn waiting for it. “When’s 

this gonna happen?” It’s like William Wallace before he became Braveheart. He just wanted to raise crops and a family 

if God was willing. Next thing you know he’s sticking an antler in someone’s throat. You’re just kind of waiting for that 

moment. You’re waiting for Jesus to stick the antler in the throat. You’re just waiting for the blue paint to come. “When’s 

it coming? When’s it coming? When’s it coming?”

Now just so we can be honest, it comes, not in the gospels but it comes. He returns, tattoo on His thigh, fire in His eyes, 

sword coming out of His mouth, and it comes. It definitely comes. We don’t see it in the First Advent. We see it in the 

Second Advent. So Jesus comes, He’s mercy, He’s emptying Himself, He washes the disciples the feet, He washes 

Peter’s feet knowing he’s about to betray Him and He washes Judas’ feet, knowing Judas is about to sell him out for 

change. This is a humility and a service and a slavery that Jesus Christ emulated for you. A servant is not above their 

master. We do these things because it’s commanded and because Jesus showed us this is how it was going to work. 

That’s what Paul is marveling over in Philippians 2.

So turn over to Philippians 2 with me and we’ll read Paul just marveling over Jesus Christ doing this. Starting in Verse 

1: “So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the Spirit, any affection and 

sympathy, complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind Do 

nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves.” So nothing we do is to 

be out of rivalry or conceit. Once again, these are the lenses by which we should see the world and see ourselves. We 

should consider others as more significant than us. Now think about how contrary that is to our culture. We were trained 



very early on to not view anybody as significant as we view ourselves. We are the most significant. We are uppermost 

in our own affections. We are trained that way from a very early way. So look at what he says here in four: “Let each of 

you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others.” Can you imagine how radically this would 

change pastoral care and care in the church alone, if we actually thought this, believed this, and walked like this? “Not 

only am I concerned with my own affairs, but I’m concerned with yours. Not only am I concerned with my own struggles 

and fears but I’m concerned with yours. Not only am I concerned with my own places of rejoicing and celebration but 

I’m concerned with yours.” Now all of the sudden we can mourn with those who mourn and celebrate with those who 

celebrate like we’ve been commanded to do. But it’s when you’re uppermost in your own affections that none of that 

happens. You rejoice when you rejoice and it probably happened because you’re so awesome. And you mourn when 

you mourn because somebody messed up around you. And bad things have happened to you because of your wife or 

because of your husband or because of your kids or you throw in whoever you want to blame.

Now, here we go: “Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus.” So this mind comes from Christ 

Jesus. This was His mind and we have become partakers of the divine nature. We read that in 1 Peter where it says, 

“Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not count 

equality with God a thing to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in the 

likeness of men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, 

even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 

so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue 

confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” Now everybody loves that verse on the back end, but 

they don’t like its context which is, “He got that by going to the cross.” At the name of Jesus everybody’s gonna bow and 

everybody’s gonna confess that He is Lord. Why? Because in obedience he went to the cross. You can’t lose it. You can’t 

mark that part out. That’s a part of what’s being taught here.

But look at this next part: “Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence but 

much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you, both to 

will and to work for his good pleasure. Do all things without grumbling or questioning, that you may be blameless and 

innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation, among whom you shine 

as lights in the world, holding fast to the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may be proud that I did not run in vain 

or labor in vain. Even if I am to be poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrificial offering of your faith, I am glad 

and rejoice with you all. Likewise you also should be glad and rejoice with me.” If we’re reading this context, what is the 

way by which we shine like stars among a twisted and perverse generation? We shine like starts among a twisted and 

perverse generation by taking on the same mind of Christ, who although equal to God, did not consider equality with 

God. He empties Himself and becomes a servant. So you and I shine like stars in a wicked and perverse generation when 

we serve one another and serve the world around us by considering others as better than ourselves and serving others 

and becoming a slave to others and thinking with, not only my own interest but your interest and heart. That is one of 

the ways we begin to shine like stars in a crooked and perverse generation, not by being better. That’s that little nuance, 

but it’s one that really jacks up how we end up living out our faith and what we think about our faith. We’ve been lead to 

believe that it’s by doing better than others that somehow the world sees us and goes, “Oh wow!” I hear this all the time 

come out in various ways. More often than not, it’s, “I’m wealthy. God’s given me all these things I think God could just 

really use me.” As if God is broke and really looking for someone to represent Him well. He has that in Christ, which is 

what Colossians teaches, that He is the image of the invisible God. God has a rep; it was Christ. If you’re His rep, we’re in 

a lot of trouble. If I’m His rep, we’re in a lot of trouble. So what’s being taught here? We are serving one another, loving 

one another, walking with one another because Jesus did and He is our Savior and our model.



So practically what does this look like? Well, it starts small and starts to roll out. It starts at home. For me that starts with 

Lauren. Then that moves to Audrey and that moves to Reid and that moves to Norah. “How might I serve them? How 

might I not look to my own needs but to their needs? How might I consider myself an indentured servant to them?” And 

then it rolls out to the community I’m in. So it rolls into the friends that I do life deeply with. “How might I serve them?” 

Then it rolls out from there. By the way, the thing that mingles in to all of that is kind of how and where you do life. So 

this morning for me, it’s the barista. They have a soul, they are a person, they are a human being. I want to treat them 

that way. I want to treat them as though they have the image of God in them, that they are part of God’s creation and I’m 

going to treat them with respect and honor. After this is over I’m gonna go grab something to eat so whoever is a part of 

that process, they’re mingled into all of it. I want to serve them, love them, encourage them in any way I can and speak 

life into them. So it’s family and then the crew I run with, and then neighborhood. “How can I serve my neighbors?” 

Yesterday as Reid and I were finishing our walk because it was really beautiful yesterday, as we were coming in, Martha 

our neighbor was trying to pull into her driveway. I don’t know what the trashcan people do in your neighborhood, but 

the trashcan people apparently think it’s funny in our neighborhood to block our driveway with our trashcan and our 

recycle can. So she couldn’t get into her driveway, so that involved Reid and me taking her trashcan and her recycling 

can. I know this is small and silly but I went, “Little buddy, roll up those two cans and put it next to her garage so she can 

pull into her driveway.” It can be something as simple as that. Then we can roll it to the covenant community. If you’re a 

believer, what does that mean to the covenant community? What does that mean at the church?

And this is where I just feel I need to apologize on behalf of evangelicalism, specifically Dallas in the Bible Belt. I 

think we’ve done such a horrible job at teaching and training this in you. In fact, the way we build our buildings, really 

communicates the very opposite of this teaching. The way we build our buildings says, “It is all about you. It is all about 

your needs.” It’s kind of like an arms race to get everyone to come. So there’s no evidence that we’re experiencing some 

resurgence among young people in churches. The evidence is that we’re reshuffling the deck. There’s no real evidence 

that we’re a part of some sort of missional resurgence. We’re not experiencing revival. That’s not what we’re seeing, and 

I’m talking nationally and what we’re seeing in Dallas. What we’re seeing instead is people leaving this church to come to 

this church and people going to this church and maybe people going to this church, this church and this church. They’re 

being counted at three different places. So you’ve got that weird thing happening where you’re being taught and trained 

that, “It is all about you. We want you to come here. In fact, this is what the services will give you if you come here.” So it’s 

almost like trying to buy a car. “Come here and will add this. . .buy this car and will give you this.” So that’s what you’re 

being trained and in the end it’s gonna create some spiritual retardation. It’s going to create sad believers who have not 

been trained that it’s by dying that you live. Instead, we’re training believers that it’s in living that you don’t die, which is 

the exact opposite of the teachings of Jesus Christ.

What does it look like at home for you? If we’re going real practical, what does it look like for you to do this and live 

this at your home? What does this look like to believe this, live this, walk this at your work, with your boss, with your 

coworkers, with those underneath you, who answer to you. What does this look like for you to walk in and live in your 

neighborhood, at a restaurant? What does this look like at the church? What does it look like? You’ve got to answer 

those questions. If you’ll remember other teachings of Jesus, you want to pick the worst seat, not the best seat. You want 

to pick the worst parking spot, not the best parking spot. You want to go to the worst service, not the best service. This is 

Jesus’ teaching. He actually says, “Beware of the guys who speak the right language but always seek the seat of honor.” 

Beware of those guys. Definitely don’t be those guys. Beware of those, who with their mouths say the right things but 

with their lives say, “It’s actually about me. It’s actually about what I want and what I’m looking for.” Beware of those guys. 

That’s what Jesus teaches. My hope is that we would really believe and really buy into, unless a seed fall on the ground 

and die it never grows, it never sprouts. This is the way we die. And by the way, this is also the way God engages us over 

and over again about sin in our lives and selfishness in our hearts. Because we don’t want to. I don’t want to. If it’s raining, 

I don’t want to park far away. I want up close. I want to be able to see and if I sit there I can’t see and I’m having to look 



at the screen. But a heart that’s been given the mind of Christ goes, “If I don’t, somebody else will. And so I will.” Where 

this heart is cultivated, you have a really beautiful community and where it’s not, it’s just a lot of strife and a lot of conflict 

and a lot of frustration. So may we have the mind of Christ and serve one another well.
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