
How are we? Let’s get going. Turn to 2 Timothy 3. I want to begin a new series this morning that will take us through the 

Fall and into the new FMX, the new facility. And so we’ll start with some new ideas here this morning. The process of 

maturation is a complex and awkward one, as any 12 year old boy would attest. We mature because we’re engaged at 

some level with a failure or a mistake. This is the process of maturing. We are engaged over an issue or we try something 

a certain way, it doesn’t work out well and someone sits us down and engages us and points out why this went bad. This 

is how we mature. This is how it works. So if I look back on my life, there are certain things that I am now because of 

shaking forces back in the day. My mom was very quick to encourage me in good things, but she she also said, “Don’t do 

that” a lot. I had what adults called an authority issue, which just means that I have to learn the hard way. It’s a genetic, 

spiritual, emotional aptitude that I was born with. So if you say, “Don’t touch that. It’s hot,” most kids will just go, “Okay, 

I won’t touch that. It’s hot.” For some reason, my brain just goes, “Oh, let’s see if that’s true.” So I learned most of my 

lessons the hard way growing up. And so my mom, quite a bit of the time, said, “Hey, don’t do that...don’t do that...don’t 

do that...” And it was pretty standard in my home growing up.

My dad taught me really a great work ethic. He taught me that work ethic, not by talking to me about work but rather 

by working me hard. So on Saturday mornings in my house it was random project day. So about 6:30 in the morning, 

my dad would wake us up and we would do things that most of the time had no rhyme or reason to them. It was like, 

“We’re going to build a sidewalk from here to here.” I’m going, “Okay, but that’s not our yard.” I’m really being honest. 

My dad goes to this church. He hears me say this. This literally happened. But it didn’t matter that it wasn’t our property. 

There were already 70 bags of Quikrete®, a wheelbarrow and a shovel out front waiting for me. So yeah, he worked us to 

death, and I hated every second of it. There was never a point where I was mixing Quikrete® at 7:00AM on a Saturday at 

16 years old going, “God, thank You for my dad. I just know I’m going to be a better man for this one day. And I am right 

now filled with gratitude on the father You’ve chosen to give me. Praise Your name, and bless him.” And so there were 

conversations between me and the Lord about my old man, but that was not how they went.

And I can look after my conversion to one of the first times I ever got to stand on stage and publicly preach, I preached 

out of Hebrews 12. In fact, it was on MacArthur Blvd in a Baptist church in Irving. The youth pastor was JR Vassar, who 

now pastors a church in Manhattan, Apostles NYC. So if you’re a podcaster and you’re in Manhattan and are looking for 

a great church, JR Vassar is as good as it gets I believe. So I stood up and preached out of Hebrews 12. And Hebrews 

12:1-2 says, “Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and 

sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and 

perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at 

the right hand of the throne of God.” So I got up and said, “Guys, since we’re surrounded by all these people who want 

to know if the gospel is real and want to know if the gospel is right, let’s throw off everything that hinders us. . .” And I 

preached this really great message. I thought it was powerful. At lunch, JR just very, very lovingly said, “Great job by 

the way. It’s just evident that you’re comfortable in front of people, it’s evident that God’s probably calling you in this 

direction. But have you ever read Hebrews 11?” So for those of you who don’t know, Hebrews 11 is a chapter in the Bible 

that’s called “The Role Call of Faith.” It basically walks through all these men and women who served the Lord faithfully 

because of the future promise, and some of them became kings and some of them were sawed in two. So then Hebrews 

12 goes, “Therefore, since we are surrounded. . .” Vassar’s point was, “What you preached was true. It’s in the Bible, but it 

just wasn’t in the text you were coming out of. And so for most people, that’s going to be fine. If it’s in there somewhere, 
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yay. But if you’re going to stand in front of people and you’re going to lead them and you’re going to preach the Word, 

you had better know what it says, and you had better be accurate with the text.” He didn’t say it that harshly, but he said 

that. And man, that really marked me. I have never walked up on stage without knowing backwards and forwards what’s 

going on in the text. In fact, I think the next sermon I swung completely the other way and did it completely in Greek. I 

was like this word is the present active indicative third-person for plural of the. . .” And everyone was like, “Who cares?” 

But I swung it that way. 

I’ll never forget this one because it was so painful for me. I worked for a group of men in Abilene before I went on staff 

at Beltway. They were kind of my covering. One of them is actually on staff with us now, Steve Hardin down at our Dallas 

campus. I worked for him for quite some years. In fact, he really rescued me because I had become very bitter about the 

church and about evangelicalism as a whole. There was just one too many corny t-shirts for me and I was out. Hardin 

was the guy that kind of pulled me back in and said, “Let’s dream about doing this differently. It doesn’t have to work the 

way you’ve seen it.” And so he was a real rescuing force for me in a time when I was becoming very bitter. Anyway, I had 

come into Dallas to see DTS and to do something else. The something else that I was doing was not amoral or wicked. It 

was actually to see Lauren. Lauren at the time was just about to graduate high school. So I was Junior in college and was 

leading a Bible study with 2,500 college, and the leadership of that ministry was like, “We don’t want you to date this 

girl until she gets to college.” And so I’ve already stated clearly that I have authority issues, and me going to Dallas and 

having dinner with her and her family is not “dating.” So I went and saw DTS and walked it and heard Howard Hendricks 

do a little deal on walking through the Bible. He’s just a brilliant, brilliant man. You know you’re a brilliant man when 

they name a building after you and you’re still alive. I sat through that and then went and had dinner with Lauren and her 

parents. And then I got back, and one of my bosses said, “Um, how was Dallas?” I said, “It was great. I checked out DTS.” 

And then I just let it lie. A group of people had seen me out at dinner with Lauren and had made the call back to Abilene. 

I still hadn’t found out who they were, and I’m still paying a guy to find out. Anyhow, I get back into Abilene, and you 

can imagine there’s a little bit of a storm waiting for me. So it was a set-up question “How was Dallas?” It was really 

brilliantly done looking back on it now. I do that tactic on my own kids all the time. In that, Steve Hardin sat me down 

and said, “If you want to lead God’s people and if you want to be God’s man, the freedom to tell half truths has to go at 

the feet of Christ and you don’t get to be that guy.” And then he benched me for three weeks and wouldn’t let me teach 

for those three weeks. There were all these people in my ear talking about how unjust that was. It would have been easy 

to believe them. 

In some of those moments (and those are just four moments of a billion), I knew they were right the moment the stuff 

started coming out of their mouth. Have you ever been there, where the second they start talking, you’re like, “Ah, 

they’re right”? Now that doesn’t mean you don’t argue a little bit more before you finally give in, but you know they got 

you. And then in some of those, it really was years later before I could look back and go, “You know what? That was really 

a gift.” So like my dad was really a harsh man. Do you know what I got for graduation? A handshake and, “You’ve got 

three months to get out.” That’s what I got. And at the time I was like, “You’ve got to be kidding me.” Because that wasn’t 

the deal my sisters got. And I was probably a different kid than my sisters. They were both rule followers. But now at age 

35, with three children and a job that takes 60-70 hours a week, I’m so grateful. And I wouldn’t have even said that ten 

years ago. I wouldn’t have said that at 25. I don’t know that I would have said that at 30. But sitting at 35, I look back and 

go, “Oh! You were preparing me. Excellent.” You see, this is how maturity works. It collides with us where we are, and it 

pushes us into what’s next.

And so the church is a funny animal, not just the Village Church but any gathering of people. Because historically, it’s 

been the understanding of the church as well as the Bible that we are to be progressing in our sanctification, growing in 

our righteousness. You see, the goal of the church has never really been to simply be evangelism, to simply be some 

sort of front door, get saved, yay we’re done type place. It actually has been a place for those to come hear the gospel of 



Jesus Christ, respond to it and then grow into the fullness of all that Christ has for us. The Bible is very clear about this. 

Over and over and over again, you’re going to read things like Philippians 1 where He says, “he who began a good work in 

you will bring it to completion.” Which means we’re justified by the cross of Christ alone, and then He’s going to spend 

the next however many years of life we have making us more and more and more Christlike. And for some of us, that 

happens a lot quicker than others while others of us tend to stumble about with that. But there should be progressive 

sanctification. 2 Corinthians would say that we, “beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same 

image from one degree of glory to another.” It means that there should be progress in our sanctification. 

And where there’s not, it begins to retard and maybe even begins to die. It maybe reveals that you were never truly 

converted to begin with, but rather you made some profession of faith that was more like witchcraft than it was a 

decision of the heart. Do you know what I mean by that? Witchcraft is mantra, it’s “Repeating after me. Let’s chant this 

until something happens.” So a lot of you went down front, you grabbed the pastor’s hand and he said, “Repeat after me. 

God, forgive me of my sins. Come and live in my heart. Amen.” And then outside of that moment being guided through 

someone else’s prayer, outside of maybe church attendance, nothing ever has changed in your heart and mind. That’s 

not the gospel. That’s definitely not gospel transformation. That’s witchcraft. You just repeated a prayer. So what ends up 

happening to a lot of people who have that story is you get into church for a while and then life punches you in the face. 

And it’s going to, is it not? Like marriage gets difficult sometimes. Children are stressful. Disease happens. You lose your 

job. Your kid gets sick. The money runs out. And then what happens? Well then all of a sudden, God’s not real and God 

didn’t take care of you. And you bail when really all you’re revealing is that you never really knew Him. You just might 

have known about Him. 

And so I want to spend the next ten weeks talking about progressive sanctification, talking about growing in maturity in 

our faith, talking about what that looks like, what we are commanded in regards to this. So the first question we have to 

answer in this topic is: How does God rub on us, how does God chisel away at us and how does God engage us? So my 

dad says, “Get up. It’s 6:30. We’ve got a sidewalk to build.” How does God do that? JR Vassar sits me down over a great 

meal and says, “Have you ever read Hebrews 11?” How does God do that? Steve Hardin sits me down and says, “Men of 

God don’t get to do this.” How does God engage us like that?

That takes us to our text, which if you’ve got any background in church, you know where we’re going. 2 Timothy 3, we’ll 

pick it up in verse 14. “But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from whom 

you learned it and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make you 

wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.” I’ll just stop here and really quickly unpack that this is exactly what we’re 

talking about. “But as for you,. . .” Timothy coming from Paul. Paul is in prison and is about to die. Timothy is the protégé. 

He’s saying, “But you, continue in what you have known and what you’ve been taught since you were a child.” So for 

Timothy, progressive sanctification has been occurring since he was a child and we’ll read later in this book where his 

mother and his aunt taught him faithfully the Scriptures and that in those Scriptures he became aware of his need for 

Jesus Christ and salvation and becomes a believer. He’s going, “Continue in what you firmly believe and what you know, 

and don’t forget where you got it and who taught it to you. 

Now look at where he goes next. “All Scripture is breathed out by God. . .” Here’s what’s happening on the American 

Christian landscape. Here’s what we know from empirical research. What’s happening right now is we are a very spiritual 

people who somehow view the Bible as religion and not spiritual. That’s what’s happened to us, and here’s how we 

know this. The average American household has four Bibles. So play it out in your mind. You’ve got the giant family 

Bible with the naked baby angel on it, you’ve got the Bible that stays in your car, you have the Bible that you bought to 

study with but aren’t sure where it is and then you have the one that’s in your lap right now that you probably took out 

from under one of our seats. Now, you’ve got four bibles. The reality is that the bulk of most Evangelicals have no idea 



what they say. Let me give you evidence of this. There is nothing more terrifying to me than the televangelist on TV who 

is holding his Bible in his hand with thousands of men and women in the crowd with their Bibles opened up on their 

laps teaching completely contrary to what the Bible says and have everybody in the crowd shaking their head going, 

“Oh, that’s good. Yes.” So we have our Bibles, but somehow we believe that they’re a part of some cold, dead religious 

system and not a part of spirituality. So you’ll hear people say things like, “Well God told me. . .God spoke to me. . .” 

And I don’t ever want to say that you can’t stand in front of the Grand Canyon and have God really speak to your heart. I 

don’t ever want to say that you can’t hold your baby and have God really speak to your heart. I don’t want to say that you 

can’t, in your marriage, understand that God is speaking and revealing to you. So I’m no secessionist. I definitely believe 

that God speaks to the heart. But what makes sense of all of those shadows is the Word of God. The reason we know 

the majesty and might of God in creation is because the Scriptures define it and teach us about it. The reason we know 

how God’s working and what God’s revealing in marriage is because the Bible teaches us about it. The reason we know 

God is speaking to us in the lives of our children is because the Bible tells us about it. And somehow we’ve separated 

out the voice of God from the Word of God, and we haven’t done it verbally but we’ve done it actively with our lives. 

Only people on the fringe would actually say, “The Bible is so cold and dead and heartless. God speaks to me in here. 

And this is what’s authoritative, not that.” Very few people are crazy enough to say that with their mouth. Really what the 

problem is, wholesale, that’s most of us with our lives. So we say things about the nature and character of God all the 

time that simply are not true. And then I think the other thing you notice is you begin to hear people quote guys like Ben 

Franklin and think they’re quoting Scripture. “You know, cleanliness is next to godliness. It’s in the Proverbs.” No, it’s 

not. That’s not in the Proverbs. “God helps those who help themselves.” You get this really silly group of Evangelicals. 

So look at the disjoint. You’ve got to hear the disjoint. You have a group of people that say that their sacred literature is 

God’s revelation of Himself to them. You have a group of people that say that God revealing Himself and how we should 

live is in the Scriptures. And then as a whole, you have people who know very little about those Scriptures and have not 

personally tried to dig themselves. So they end up living vicariously through the teachings of others, which causes a 

great deal of people to wander off into myths. 

And so, here’s what he says to Timothy, “Continue on in what the Scriptures revealed to you because all Scripture is 

God breathed, which means the breath of God, the Word of God, what God is saying and who God is is in the text.” Now, 

we’re going to have to address some problems here, because the Bible isn’t simply a list that gives us a yes or no on 

all of life’s circumstances, is it? If you’re going, “Do I move from Houston to Dallas?,” you’re not going to find a direct 

answer to that in the Bible. Unless you’re moving from Ephesus to Philippi, I just don’t know that that’s helping you. So 

what do we do with those types of scenarios? Well let’s look at the rest of this text. “All Scripture is breathed out by God 

and profitable for teaching,. . .” So the first place the Scriptures really begin to engage us, mature us and grow us into 

fullness is they begin to teach. They are going to unpack for us how God designed the universe to be. 

I would put it this way. There are certain questions that have been asked for centuries that no one can answer. Like 

what’s gone wrong with mankind and why can’t we seem to fix it? That’s a big question. There is no legitimate answer 

to this question. All the theories about what that answer is have fallen. So there’s a theory that says, “What’s wrong 

with humanity is that we’re not educated, so we need to educate people. And where you educate people, humanity will 

be fixed.” That’s one of the big mantras of the Enlightenment. But it just hasn’t worked. In fact, on a whole, the idea of 

progress is somewhat mythical. There are certain parts of the world where progress has been made and then regressed 

upon and then made again and regressed upon. But a great bulk of the world is still an extremely volatile, violent place. 

We don’t know that because Western news media aren’t really interested in that. We’re far more interested in Britney 

Spears and what she’s doing. We are far more interested in which club Paris Hilton went to. We are far more interested 

in Jon and Kate and the feud that’s happening between those two. So the bulk of us sit completely unaware of the 

genocide that’s taking place in the world, of the poverty that exists in the world and of the injustice that reigns over most 



of the world. But we do know where Britney went on vacation and how Jessica is doing after the breakup. So how do you 

solve it? Well you can guess and use conjecture. Or the Bible tells you. 

Here’s another one. I’ve always kind of giggled at Hollywood’s absolute fascination with angels and demons. In most 

of the movies, it looks like they interviewed my son after he watched transformers and then went to Sunday school. A 

perfect example would be this new movie coming out called Legion. I have got to see this movie. When you get home, 

just Google it and watch the trailer. I swear to you this is the plot. God has grown tired of humanity, and so He’s going to 

kill us all again. This time He’s not going to use the flood, but He’s going to send angels to kill all of us. But one angel 

is rebelling against God’s plan to kill us all with angels, and so he’s come down and he’s going to defend this group of 

humans from the onslaught of God’s angels that He’s sending to wipe out humanity. Do you know the weapons that 

are being used? Machine guns, rockets, tanks. I swear to you, I am not making this up. And then Gabriel himself finally 

lands, except despite the fact that they’ve been using machine guns and tanks that they just happen to have beneath 

the gas station they’re in, Gabriel has a club. It really is like my 4 year old boy, Reid, is coming out of Sunday school and 

some Hollywood guy is going, “Come here. Tell me what you learned.” “Okay, there’s an angel and he’s fighting other 

angels with a machine gun, and then a tank shows up. And then this guy with a club lands and he’s got wings.” And then 

the Hollywood guy is like, “Uh huh. Oh, this is good. Yes. Tom Cruise has got to be in this.” And so they’re fascinated and 

there’s all this conjecture about how it works and how it doesn’t work and what are angels and what are demons and how 

do they work. I mean, angels and demons are a reality. And then the sad thing is even Christian people get well outside 

the bounds of Scripture to try to explain them. So you’re on your way to Bible study, and you run over nails and you’re 

like, “Oh, a demon doesn’t want me to be at Bible study.” It could be that, or it could be that you ran over some nails. 

I believe in demonic forces, but I’m not sure that they’re responsible for every bad thing. Maybe it was God trying to 

keep you out of a bad Bible study. Maybe it was an angel that blew up your tire. So where do we go? There’s play things, 

there’s conjecture or there’s a submission to how God teaches us these things work. Most people don’t want to do the 

work to find out what God says about these things, so they just guess or say things that in the end are just well outside 

of how God designed it to be and work. So it’s conjecture, it’s a play thing, it’s a myth, it’s invented, it’s like a horse with a 

horn on its head. 

So the Scriptures teach us. Look at the next word. They are “profitable for teaching, for reproof,. . .” Reproof is the word 

convict, but it has with it the idea of cutting, like with a scalpel. So the Scriptures not only teach, but they convict us, 

they cut us, they show us where we’re wrong, they show us what’s malignant in us and needs to change. This is where 

people veer off. It happens all the time. This is where people try to turn God into a culturally uninformed, 1950’s Cleaver 

buffoon who has no idea of what they’re going though in 2009. This is where men get horrifically arrogant, where 

somehow you making yourself god and the ultimate authority on everything and everyone trumps the authority of 

the Scriptures over your life. You want to do something that the Scriptures press on and say, “uh uh.” So you’ll decide 

that that’s culturally uninformed, but you, in your infinite wisdom, know what God really meant. And you’ll take it the 

direction you want to take it and reveal all things about your heart in doing so. 

“All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction,. . .” So God is not just, “Don’t 

do this,” but He’s also, “Hey, walk this way.” This is a great deal of repeat for those of you who are constant attenders here, 

but God is not after begrudging submission. His plan to reconcile all things to Himself does not occur with men going, 

“I had better do what You say because lightning is Yours. . .I had better do what You say because You can kill me. . .” In 

fact, it’s further evidence of our lack of understanding of what the Bible actually teaches that has us, when anything goes 

wrong, going, “I knew God was going to get me because I haven’t been having my quiet time.” You have just revealed 

that you really don’t understand the Scriptures. So not only does He rebuke and reproof, but He corrects. He puts us on 

the path. He lines us up with how He designed the universe to work. Here’s what I’m saying to you. You haven’t been left 

guessing, although some of you choose to. 



Let’s keep going. “All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for 

training in righteousness. . .” How many of you have gym membership? I giggle quite a bit in the gym. Let me say it this 

way. There is a difference between working out and training. Those are two different ideas. In most of the gyms around 

here, it’s fun to watch guys do bench press and bicep curls. It’s bench press, bicep curls, bench press, bicep curls and 

then they’re gone. That’s their week of workouts. That’s working out; it’s not training. If you’ve ever been an athlete, if 

you’ve ever ran a marathon, if you’ve ever been in athletics, training is much different than working out. In training, there 

are certain nuances. For instance, if you’ve played a sport in college or high school, training is your coach going, “Okay, 

move your left foot out just a little bit. . .The problem is your grip. Widen out your grip. . .No, no, no. Hold it like this.” 

Training addresses the nuance of of the sport. In almost every sport, a great deal of repetition done rightly trains you to 

react in that way, with that motion, at the time that you need that motion. That’s what training is. It handles the nuances, 

the little pieces that go well beyond just brute strength. What the Bible does for the believer in Christ is it trains us in 

righteousness. It addresses the little nuances of our lives so that we might be ever increasing in our righteousness. 

And then there’s one more sentence in here, and it’s a massive, massive sentence. Let’s look at it, “All Scripture is 

breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the 

man of God may be competent, equipped for every good work.” So by knowing the Scriptures, walking in the Scriptures 

and meditating on the Scriptures, we become competent and equipped for everything that God might have for us. I want 

to talk about how this happens. Because it’s very clear that the Bible doesn’t give us a list to choose from on anything 

that might come across our radar. So how much TV is too much TV? What should I do about this? Should I move here? 

Should we purchase this car? Should we move to this house? Should I marry this person? You’re not going to find a list 

for all of those things. There are a couple of reasons why you’re not going to find that list. The first would be that God’s 

plan of reconciling all things to Himself is a long plan. In fact, it began in Genesis 12. Our first manuscript of Genesis 

12 is 4,200 years old. Genesis 12 is where we first get that, “Here’s what I’m going to do in the world.” So the process 

of reconciling all things to Himself through Christ on the cross is a long process. And so the Bible becomes a 

missionary handbook able to enter any culture at any time in God’s planned history. So the Bible worked very well 

in any culture in 1809, and it works very well in 2009 in any culture. So there’s a lot of freedom in that. Here’s the 

second reason. If He simply gave us a list, we would all run straight towards legalism and our hearts would never be 

transformed. All my rule followers are like, “That’s so true.” I mean, if God just said simply, “Here is everything I want 

you to do, and here is everything I do not want you to do,” some of you would have like a whole flow chart on the wall. So 

what would happen? Those who couldn’t do the list would be devastated, and those who could would be self-righteous 

and impossible to be around. 

So how then do the Scriptures make us competent and prepared for all that God has for us? Let me answer it this 

way. The Scriptures are God’s self-revelation to us, so that how we learn about the nature and character of God is the 

Scriptures. So by an ever growing understanding of the nature and character of God, we see Him as more and more and 

more majestic and we see our sin as more and more and more repugnant. So once again, a failure to understand what 

the Scriptures teach leads to what I think is pandemic in Evangelicalism, and that is we believe Jesus loved us at our 

worst, He saved us when we were sinners and now that He’s married to us, once He’s got us, He regrets it immediately. 

So He marries us and now He’s just like, “Oh, I just can’t stand to look at you. I’ll tell you what. Go clean yourself up 

and then come back to Me later.” And so what most of us do is cease pressing into the Lord, cease learning about His 

majesty, His glory, His might, His grace, His character, His power, His nature and we go off here and go, “I’ve really got 

to fix this porn issue. . .I’ve really got to fix this lust issue. . .I’ve really got learn how to fix my mouth. . .I’ve really got 

figure out how to quit acting like this. . .I’ve really got to learn how to be a better father. . .” And the whole time, God’s 

going, “Come here. That’s what We’re doing.” And we’re going, “Aw no, I’m just so unattractive to You. Listen, there’s 

going to be a better version of me that comes down the pike. You’re really going to love that version of me.” And so if you 

understood your Bible, you’d understand what we said last week. It’s not at your worst that God finds you unattractive. 



It’s at your best. The Bible says, “all our righteous acts are like filthy rags” to Him. You have no capacity for good before a 

holy God. So how is this plan of yours going to work? How many of you grew up in church? Okay, so you’ll know this one. 

“Turn your eyes upon Jesus. Look full in His wonderful face. And the things of this earth grow strangely dim in the light 

of His glory and grace.” Yeah, that’s sanctification. We press into the Lord, we know the Lord and then what happens? He 

becomes more glorious and sin becomes more and more repugnant. 

There’s this other thing that happens here, so let’s look at it. 2 Timothy 4:1, “I charge you in the presence of God and of 

Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: preach the word; be ready in 

season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and teaching.” So Timothy is a preacher. 

He is actually an elder of elders. And so he goes, “Make sure your message, make sure what you do, make sure that what 

you’re centered on is the Word of God and not something outside of that.” So be creative, absolutely, but the Bible is still 

the centerpiece. Language is going to change over the years, but the Bible gets to be the centerpiece. Illustrations are 

this way or that way, but the Bible is the centerpiece. What you communicate, what you reprove with, what you encourage 

with, what you rebuke with is the Word. 

Now look at what he says is going to happen. “For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching,. . .” 

Let me show you why they don’t endure sound teaching. “. . .but having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves 

teachers to suit their own passions. . .” This is just what happens. People will be engaged in a place by the Word, they will 

be confronted and they will leave that place and find some other place that will let them do what they want to do. You 

live in the most perfect city for that ever created. Anyone who dared to actually love you and confront you about your life, 

you can give them the bird and then move on to the next church, and that church will freely accept you no matter what. 

We’re so bloodthirsty for numeric confirmation of our greatness, we will betray the very gospel we’ve been commanded 

to teach and proclaim. So you’ve got that going for you. “. . .but having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves 

teachers to suit their own passions, and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths.” Once again, 

this is that conjecture piece where we step outside of the Bible and go, “You know what? The Scriptures are not the 

authority; I am the authority. I decide.” Here’s what I know. If you cannot be confronted, if no one can point out your rough 

spots, if no one can point our your dark edges, you are a sad, lonely man who has no idea what real intimacy is. You are 

more than likely a bully, and in the end, you will get what you are pursuing. 

Okay, so where does this lead us? Because I saw how many of you raised your hand when I asked how many of you grew 

up in church. That means there’s nobody in this room that is gasping right now going, “What?!? We’re supposed to read 

the Bible? Where have I been?” I just don’t know that anyone in here is operating like that. So we’ve got excuses. Here 

they are. I don’t think any of them are legitimate. “I don’t have any time.” You’re a liar. You have all the time that anyone 

has. So I know the part right now is to tell me how great your are in this, this and this and how much you have going on 

and how many things you lead. I know this is the part where you do that, and I would still call you a liar. You have all the 

time that anyone else has. So that’s not going to work. The other one is, “I’m not a good reader. . .I don’t understand.” 

Once again, forgive me, but you’re lying. You’re absolutely lying. You follow your college team, you buy magazines 

at the store, you hop around the blogs. Listen, the worst form of lying is when you’re lying to yourself. I mean, being 

self-deceptive? When you’re lying to someone else, you still have a shot of someone coming up and going, “You lied 

to me.” When you lie to yourself, you live in an imaginary world. So it’s not that you can’t read or you’re too busy. There’s 

a spiritual reality to this thing. Have you figured that out yet? Have you ever noticed that you can read certain things, 

you can get into a hobby and study it and know all of the details and how everything works, but the second you pick up 

the Bible, your mind starts floating and you have a hard time really engaging? Have you ever picked up on that? Have 

you ever picked up on the fact that the second you pick up your Bible, everything that you have to do that day and all 

that you have to accomplish immediately floods into your brain. That definitely doesn’t happen when you’re watching 

SportsCenter. You’re not watching SportsCenter going, “Oh, I’ve got to get that done and turn that in and make that 



phone call and I’ve got to run to the store and get some milk. . .” That doesn’t happen when you’re watching television. 

When does it happen? When you pick up the Word. Could there be a spiritual reality here? Absolutely there could. 

I think you have to answer two questions here. I think when it comes to the Word, you have to answer these two 

questions. When and how? A failure to answer those two questions will mean that you are right now what you’ll be ten 

years from now. I’m hoping that you’ll be somewhat motivated today by the things we’ve talked about, but it’s been my 

experience that motivation has about a 48-72 hour shelf life. So you just going, “You know what? I’m going to get in the 

Word,” that little umph that you feel right now isn’t going to last very long, especially if you’re like, “Tomorrow, I’m after 

it.” Maybe, but what about Tuesday? What about Wednesday? So at some point, you have to go, “This is when I’m doing 

that.” And it’s not very complex. If you struggle with this historically and this is a discipline you’ve just never really been 

able to walk in, if there’s a Christian guy at your work at lunch, read the Bible for 15 minutes and then talk about what it 

says and then go eat lunch. Or do it at the same time. You have a unreal amount of material at your disposal. 

I think we don’t take it seriously, and we don’t pursue Him for a slew of reasons. I think you don’t think you’re going to die 

anytime soon. Like if you read those old school guys like Luther and Edwards, do you know why those guys pressed into 

the Lord as hard as they do? Because people are dying constantly all around them. The world was a dark place. And for 

some reason we’ve got this veil pulled over our face like all of us are living to 70. Could I give you a promise? Could I just 

give you my word? If you’re a covenant member here, I’m doing one of your funerals this year. I don’t know who you are 

yet. Shoot, somebody might be doing mine. It’s coming, and not all of us get to 70. Because this is so far off our radar, 

nobody feels like they need to press in and know the Lord. Nobody feels like you’re going to have to give an account 

today. Nobody feels that way anymore. That probably has some good things, but it definitely has some bad things. 

And then I think you live in a day and age where there’s great teaching available all over the place. So you never really 

learn to feed yourself. You’d rather live vicariously through other people’s studies. Which is kind of sad because you’ll 

never love the Lord like the people who studied that, found that and wrestled with that will love Him. Like if I started 

talking about all of the reasons I loved Lauren, it wouldn’t make you love Lauren. It would make you maybe go, “Oh, I 

wish I had that.” But it wouldn’t make you go, “You know, I love her too. She’s amazing. I love her with my whole heart 

right now.” That’s not how it works. In the same way, you hearing me or some other guy talk about the grandeur and 

might of God is not necessarily going to make you love Him. You need to read and let the Holy Spirit engage you, chisel 

at you, work you over. May we repent of our laziness. 

And then I always get this e-mail, so let me spare myself having to read it. For whoever is going to e-mail me this 

week about “What about the African guy in the backwoods who only has one scrap of Scripture that’s on a napkin?,” I 

would like to ask you, “When did you get back from Africa? And how did you end up in the bush with just a napkin with 

Scripture on it?” That’s a far more fascinating story. I’d rather hear that than your lame attempt at justifying your pride 

and laziness. I don’t know about the guy in Africa with the scrap of napkin in the back. I’ve been to Asia where they 

pass around a page of the Bible among themselves and teach it at length. But I know the average one of you has four 

Bibles in your home and you’re not in the backwoods of Africa and it’s not written on a napkin. In fact, you have a study 

Bible, a thin line Bible, a children’s Bible and maybe even one on an ankle holster. So why don’t we let the African in the 

backwoods worry about the African in the backwoods, and why don’t you repent of laziness and pride? 

Let’s pray. “Father, I thank You for these men and women. I pray that You might stir up our hearts to know You, to love 

You and worship You as You are. So convict us and stretch us. I know these are so hard, because I don’t want guilt to be 

the motivating factor, but really a deep desire to know You. Help us. It’s for Your beautiful name. Amen.”
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