
If you have your Bibles, let’s get going, 1 Corinthians 6. I spent the first half of my life being very, very, very confused 

about all of this, very confused about what you saw in the water earlier tonight, very confused about people singing to 

Jesus, very about what this whole thing was about. And the framework I was coming from, not as a church kid growing 

up, was a guy by the name of Jeff Faircloth was a believer in Jesus, started talking to me about Jesus, invited me out 

with his friends one night. And so we went out and ate at a real high end Mexican food restaurant called “Casa Ole,” 

where a family of 15 can eat for $4. And we went there and at some point in the conversation, I was mainly listening, 

not doing a lot of talking although I know some of you will find that hard to believe. They began to talk about Arnold 

Schwarzenegger’s new movie, “Terminator 2.” And in the process of talking about that epic, great flick, they began to 

discuss whether or not it was right for them to watch that movie since it was rated-R. And so, since I had very little if no 

framework on what it meant to be a believer in Christ, I immediately went, “Okay, to be Christian means you don’t watch 

rated-R movies.” And so for me, Christianity was men, boys, girls, people who grew up in a home where rated-R movies 

weren’t to be viewed, and then it was celebrated on Sunday, the fact that you didn’t watch those movies when you came 

together. A few weeks later, he invited me, on a Wednesday night, to what was called “J.A.M.” It was “Jesus And Me” 

because in the church, we love acronyms. And we went to J.A.M. and they sang some great songs. “I’ve got joy down in 

my heart, deep, deep, down in my heart. Spell it. J-O-Y.” 

And I’m surprised, I have no idea how anyone came to Christ in the 80’s. Yes I do...yes I do know how. The sovereign act 

of God. They then, for the message that night, showed a video called “Hell’s Bells.” And it was not the AC/DC video...a 

great album. It was rather a video put out by a “Family for Christian Virtues” organization that was an hour and thirty 

minute video on “secular music.” And I always want to put that in parenthesis because music can’t accept Christ, only 

people can. So, there’s not Christian music, there’s Christians that sing. Anyhow, that video basically...now I want to be 

very honest but at the same time show you the framework that was being built in me...basically said that if you listen to 

too much Journey, you were going to take amphetamines and maybe kill your parents. And so, honestly the good thing 

was that at this time, nobody I knew was listening to Journey, we were listening to “License to Ill” by the Beastie Boys. 

And so, we were like, “No problem. I’m not going to have a problem not listening to Journey and Boston.” 

And so, then for me Christianity was that we don’t watch a certain kind of movie and we don’t listen to a kind of music. 

And so, to come on Sunday mornings and watch people celebrate, this was very weird to me. Several months later, 

he invited me to another deal. It was a rally, a True Love Waits rally. And although I think the message was, “Hey, God 

doesn’t want you to have sex until you get married,” I just heard, “Don’t have sex.” And so now, I’m going, “Good God, 

what do these people do? Okay, we don’t watch rated-R movies and we don’t like intercourse and and we don’t...” And 

so for me, this whole thing was very, very, very confusing, and the picture that was in my head was of this group of men 

and women that have lived this really, really beautiful life and a really kind of protected life and celebrated the fact that 

they had been really protected. And I was somewhat confused because I didn’t understand the unbelievable celebration 

over keeping yourself pure in these areas. Like I didn’t understand people raising their hands and singing songs about 

the fact that they don’t watch rated-R movies. It was very weird to me. I could not get in my head, I could not grasp in my 

head that people would celebrate and clap and say “amen” and do all these things around what I understood Christianity 

to be. It was very confusing.
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But I praise God for Jeff’s patience, and I praise God for the Scriptures. Like, here’s what I started seeing. I started seeing 

that certain parts of their message had another tag line on it that I wasn’t as familiar with that didn’t get preached as 

much. Here’s what I mean. Look in 1 Corinthians 6:9. It says this, “Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit 

the kingdom of God?” Okay, so now I’m going, “Okay, I’ve heard that. I’ve got that. I understand that.” And listen, I am 

one of those. I’m hearing this message and going, “I’m one of those.” Because I not only saw “Terminator 2,” I was one 

of the nine people that saw part 3. I didn’t go and see Journey in concert because they were all dead by the time I like 

them (that’s not true, only one of them), but I have seen worse. Oh my goodness, I’ve seen worse than Journey. I have. 

I do like to drink. So, I’m one of these. At that time, I’m one of these. I know this message. And then it lists out me and 

my people. “Do not be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who practice 

homosexuality, nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God.” 

So I heard that message. I heard that message ton. And every time I heard it, what I heard was, “I’m out!” That’s what I 

heard. “I’m out then. If there’s no room in the kingdom of God for swindlers and idolaters and fornicators and liars and 

homosexuals or people who struggle with homosexuality and adulterers and people who worship things other than 

God, then I’m out.” And I heard that message a lot.

But it’s the next five words that helped me start making some sense of these things or, I’ll say in the end, that the Holy 

Spirit used to start making some sense of these things. Okay, look at the next five words. Verse 11, “And such were 

some of you.” Okay, so now it’s not just a bunch of very clean men in suits who are celebrating the fact that they don’t 

drink beer and don’t watch rated-R movies. Now all of a sudden, there’s something to this. Now all of a sudden, there’s 

some weight to this. Now, all of a sudden, I start to grasp, “Hey, people aren’t celebrating those things”, that people are 

coming into a room and saying that “Somehow, because of the fracture in my soul, I got sucked into thinking that money 

was going to solve everything and then it didn’t and Christ saved me.” And then all of a sudden, there were these men 

saying, “I cheated on my spouse and it killed everything, it destroyed hearts and lives, and Christ restored it. Praise be to 

Christ.” Now all of a sudden, there were these people who were like, “I was a reviler.” I don’t know what that means, but 

they did that, they reviled stuff, and then they were like, “Reviling is horrible,” and Christ saved them from being a reviler. 

Now all of a sudden, the church got a lot messier than I ever thought it was. Now all of a sudden, the church got a lot 

more gritty, a lot more raw and a lot more everyday than I ever dreamed it was.

But even then, I was going, “Okay, so people who once were bad now aren’t bad anymore. They’ve pulled themselves 

up by their bootstraps, and that’s a great deal. That should be celebrated.” But look at what happens next because 

that’s not what they’re celebrating. So hear me, if you don’t have any church background or maybe you have tons of 

church background and you learned something opposite of this, let me try to unpack the Bible for you. The Bible never 

celebrates the men clean themselves up, ever. There is never one celebration in any point, any verse, anywhere in the 

Scriptures that would exalt a man’s ability to clean up bad actions, never. So, look at what happens next. This is really 

interesting. “And such were some of you.” So, what happened to the “some of you’s?” “But you were washed,...” Okay, 

so we’ve got an interesting thing happening here because it just made you the passive agent. So, you didn’t wash, you 

were washed. Alright, you didn’t wash anything. You were washed. That’s different. “...you were sanctified,...” So once 

again, there’s a passive agent, you. You were sanctified, something washed you, something sanctified you. “...you were 

justified,...” Someone justified you, made you right before God. So far, your actions in all of this have been wicked and 

nothing else. “...in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.”

Okay, go over to Ephesians 2. I want to show you this same idea again. Ephesians 2, starting in verse 1. If you want to 

memorize Scripture, verse 1 though 10 of Ephesians 2, even if it takes you a year, it’s a great place to start. It’s the gospel 

in ten verses. Here we go. “And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, following the course 

of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience-- 

among whom we all once lived...” Alright, so now the Scriptures are not differentiating between those who grew up in 



church, those who didn’t grow up in church, those who grew up partying out of control and those who didn’t. He’s saying 

that all of us at one time followed what is dark. It’s pretty intriguing. “...among whom we all once lived in the passions 

of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of 

mankind. But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even when we were dead in 

our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ--by grace you have been saved.” Now, let me talk to you very quickly 

here. Religious people, they love this sentence: “God loves me because I (fill in the blank).” Religious people love 

that sentence. It makes much of them, it exalts them, it puts salvation in their hands. But according to the Scriptures, 

you’ve been saved by grace out of an overflow of the abundance of mercy that belongs to God and God alone. You’ve 

going to be even more removed from the equation as we continue to read. Verse 6, “...and raised us up with him and 

seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable 

riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.” Okay, so here’s what just happened here. We, stuck in our 

trespasses, stuck in our sins, stuck in our brokenness, were shown kindness by God, by His mercy, extended by grace, 

in an immeasurable way while we were dead in our trespasses and sins. Now, we’ll get to how weighty that is and why 

people start to change their lives after they come to know Jesus here in a moment. Let’s keep going. “...and raised us 

up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he might show the 

immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith.” 

Now, just in case you think that faith is something that you did, he finishes it up with this. “And this [faith] is not your own 

doing; it is the gift of God, 9not a result of works.” Now, are you tracking with this? This is what separates Christianity 

from every other religion on planet Earth, that you did nothing. “Oh yes, I did. Don’t tell me I didn’t. A pastor told me to 

walk in an aisle and I went, ‘Excuse me...pardon me...excuse me...’ And I walked down the aisle and I grabbed his hand. 

And he said, ‘What have you come down for, brother?’ ‘Me? I don’t know. You told me to come down.’ ‘Well, do you want 

to receive Jesus?’ ‘Yes, I do.’ ‘Well, pray these words after me.’” I’m not taking away from your salvation experience, I’m 

telling you that the faith to believe Jesus could do so was not mustered by you nor your cognitive mind, but rather it was 

an enlightenment by the Holy Spirit of God. So, why would God do it this way? Why would God do it so that you play no 

role in this, this justification, this right standing before God? But look at what he says. If God is for Himself and for His 

own glory, then this just makes sense. “For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; 

it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.” So, God says, “I’m going to save you, but in the 

end it’s not about you. It’s about Me, it’s about My glory, it’s about My name, it’s about My renown. I will save you, I will 

rescue you, I will intervene. I do not love you because of you...you do this or you do that or you don’t do this or you don’t 

do that. My love for you flows through the death of Jesus Christ on the cross.” Let’s keep reading this, because verse 10 

is so great. “For we are his workmanship,...” You know, that’s the same Greek word for “poetry?” We are His poetry. Now, 

I don’t write a lot of poetry. I’ve written some rap songs, but I’m not a real poet. My wife, she writes a lot of the songs 

that we sing, very much a poet. I mean, I can tell you that what she writes down is whatever moves her both for joy or for 

sorrow. This is saying that we are the movement of God. I mean, this is a really beautiful text. Look at this. “For we are his 

workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.”

So, here’s what happens. Let me explain the gospel to you. Let me to you why a bunch of people come to church on a 

Saturday night and sing and lift up their hands and clap and scream out when you’re dunking people in water. This is a 

weird scene. I mean, is there anywhere else in the world this happens? Pretty soon, we’re going to drink out of very tiny 

cups, we’re going to chew on a piece of stale bread right after we exploded in applause from dunking people in water, 

we sang songs, there’s candles lit, I’m speaking out of a book that’s very old. This is all very weird. Let me try to explain 

to you where this all comes from. Where it comes from is not that I’ve cleaned myself up, that you’ve cleaned yourself 

up so that now God accepts and likes us. What’s happened is that we were revilers, drunkards, liars, adulterers, idolaters, 

as pagan as they come, and in the middle of all of it, the Holy Spirit of God, by the predetermined, weird will of God, 

whispered into the deep parts of our soul, “I love you.” “What?!? Me? But You can’t love me because I saw ‘Terminator 2.’ 

Not me because I’m in the middle of homosexual relationships. You can’t love me. Me? I’m a drunk. How could You love 



me? Me? I’m a reviler. Me? I’m a liar. Me? I’m a religious bigot. How can You love me? In that moment, all of a sudden...

in that moment where He loves us right in that place, all of a sudden we go, “I will chase You and pursue You and love 

You for the rest of my life. With every breath, with every cell in my body, I’ll pursue you from this moment on.” And so, we 

walk in here and celebrate the fact not that we’re clean, but while we weren’t, He loved us. That’s what this is all about. 

This is why, all over the country tomorrow, people are going to put on clothes they don’t normally wear and go to church. 

That’s why tomorrow, men and women are going to again will fill into this place and they’re going to fill up Valley Creek 

and they’re going to fill up Fellowship and they’re going to fill up Crossroads Bible and they’re going to fill up First 

Baptist Dallas. And we’re all this one church, this one thing celebrating the same thing, that while we were sinners Christ 

died for us. So that’s what this is about. That’s what this is all about. That’s why we love the cross so much. In fact, the 

weekend after next, we’re starting a nine week series on just the cross, what it was. I think we’re going to call it “The Big 

Word Series,” like propitiation, substitutionary atonement. We might even put that on a shirt, those words on shirts. We 

haven’t decided yet. We’re working on it. Because if you grasp the cross of Jesus, you’ve got it. Now hear me, this flies in 

the face of religion. Religious people, they’re like referees. They don’t score any points, they don’t sweat, they don’t play, 

they know nothing about the highs and the lows of the game. They just run around blowing their whistle. And when they 

retire, no one cares. No one cares. They take their whistle and they leave and no one cares. The only problem with it is 

there’s always another one. This flies in the face of religion.

So tonight, we’re going to remember. Tonight, we’re going to remember not that we did anything but that He did 

everything. Tonight, we’re going to remember that while we were, He loved. While we were you fill in the blank, idolaters. 

While we were liars, while we were indifferent, while we were you fill in the blank, Christ died for us. And how are we 

going to remember it? In just a second, I’m going to pray for us, and there are going to be men and women hopping up 

as soon as I start praying. And they’re going to run back and grab these baskets of bread and these things of grape juice. 

It says wine in the Scriptures, I’m still arguing, I’m still fighting. We’ll get to wine eventually. And we’re going to pray and 

we’re going to confess and we’re going to get our hearts right with God. And we’re going to take a bite of a tiny piece 

of bread then we’re going to take a drink of some grape juice to remember. Here’s what I would tell you though. The 

Scriptures are very that there’s a way to do what we’re about to do in a manner that would be called unworthy. In fact, 

the Scriptures say that there were even those in the 1st Century who did communion in an unworthy manner and died. 

So, what does that mean? Let me tell you what it doesn’t mean. It doesn’t mean like if you’ve had a tough week, you 

shouldn’t do communion. “Well, I’ve screwed up this week, so I can’t do communion.” Do you see the irony of that and 

what communion is meant to celebrate? No, I think an unworthy manner would be a flippant manner where we haven’t 

thought through and once again laid our lives on His altar just going, “My life is Yours, my heart is Yours. I have failed You 

this week. Praise You for Your cross.” So, I’m going to pray, men and women are going to pass out the elements. Will you 

just take them and hold them? Then I’ll come back at the end and lead you in communion and we’ll do this as a family.

Let’s pray, “Father I thank You so much for Your cross, I thank You for the blood, I thank You for the broken body, a 

celebration of Your mercy, Your grace, You salvation. It says in Revelation that salvation belongs to our God. It belongs 

to you, it cannot be manipulated by us, it’s not a magical prayer we pray, it’s You enlightening the eyes of our heart, 

our soul, imparting the Holy Spirit to us, rescuing us from our sins. Thank You. So, we remember tonight, Father. We 

don’t confess that we’re perfect or that we’ve figured it all out or all that haunts us is gone. We celebrate that it’s not 

up to man’s desire nor his effort but Your grace and Your mercy, and we celebrate that tonight. I pray that You help us 

remember right now, while were ____, that we would fill in those blanks. Like who would we be right now? Where would 

we be right now? What would life look like right now? What would have consumed us? What idol would we have pursued 

until it killed us? Where would we find ourselves? While we were ____, He died for us by grace through faith so that the 

only boasting that could ever be done would be in Your cross. Would You create that kind of humble orthodoxy here, a 

place where men and women are quick to honor you and slow to exalt themselves as anything other than sinners saved 

by grace? We love You. Amen.”



The Scriptures say that on the night that Jesus died, He had sent the disciples to prepare a room for Passover. And after 

they had finished the Passover meal, He picked up bread that was there at the table. And true to form, Jesus who always 

used these shadows, these “Hey, this is one thing, but it’s more than this,” He picks up this piece of bread and He tears 

it, and everybody’s watching Him tear it. And He says, “This is My body broken for you. This is you being where you were, 

wherever that was, whatever you filled in the blank, this is My body broken over that. Because God can’t let that go. If He 

forgives that without something absorbing it, then He’s not just. Someone has to pay for your where you were. Someone 

has to pay for that, someone has to fill that, someone’s got to do that. I’m going to do it. And so, this is My body broken 

for you. What you’re going to see later tonight, what you’re going to see tomorrow morning, this is Me making sense of 

the entire Old Testament. This is me making sense of all those lambs you killed. This is Me making sense of all those 

bull whose blood you drained. This is Me making sense of the Ten Commandments. This is Me making sense of the law 

that you’ve been unable to keep from day one. This is My body broken for you.” And then He prayed. Let’s pray, “Father, 

we thank You. We thank You for Your broken body. We thank You for the wrath absorbing cross. We thank You that in Your 

death, we could hear ‘While we were still ____, You died for us. Thank You. Amen.”

The Scriptures then say He picked up this glass of wine and said, “This is My blood. This is My blood that I’m about to 

spill for you.” If you ever want to know the seriousness of God over sin, you only need to look two places. One was the 

creation of hell by a loving God, and the other was the cross of Jesus Christ. Those two things are where the seriousness 

of God over you and me are most clearly seen. And here’s the funny thing about blood. Like, my wife and my father-in-

law, if they get blood taken from them, they just black out. There’s certain people, most of us, the smell of blood, the 

sight of blood, it’s just kind of a disgusting deal. The reason why blood was so central in the sacrificial system of the Old 

Testament, why blood needed to be shed was because God was trying to communicate how disgusting sin is to Him. “I 

need to communicate to you how serious, how grave, how horrible, how graphic, how wrong, how bad this smells, how 

bad this looks, how bad this hurts.” So Jesus takes that cup and He goes, “This is My blood. It’s the new covenant, the 

covenant of grace, the covenant of undeserved mercy, the covenant of it being on Me and no longer on you. This is My 

blood, the blood of the new covenant that’s going to be splattered all over the place tomorrow.” And He took it and He 

prayed. “Father, thank You for the blood of Jesus. The book of Hebrews says a simple drop will wash us as white as snow. 

Thank You for the fact that for those of us who have been enlightened by You, saved by You, for those of us who have 

been saved by You, that this very moment, we stand before You perfect. I still, after 13 years, can’t get my mind around 

that. We thank You for the wrath absorbing blood of Jesus. 

Amen.” And so, I know that night they were wildly confused. And so, Jesus said, “Let’s sing a song, and let’s get out of 

here and it will start coming together for you.” And so, we’ll end tonight hopefully understanding a little bit better than 

the twelve. And we’ll go tonight boasting, but not in ourselves.

Let me pray and then we’ll sing and be dismissed. “Father, we love You. I thank You for these men and women. I thank 

You for my brothers and sisters. I thank You that in every service, we’re going to see a lot of people get in that water and 

not boast that they’ve fixed themselves or they once did bad things and now they don’t. They’re going to get in the water 

and boast in You. And there are going to be a lot of them that grew up in church. I know this service had a lot of people 

say ‘I grew up in church and didn’t know Jesus.’ I pray that that highlight the difference between religion and knowing 

You. And there will be those that get in the water and they’ll talk about the dark places from whence they came. But the 

celebration all weekend long is not what we have done or how we pulled ourselves up or how we figured out how to stop 

doing this or start doing this. Let the celebration all weekend long be that You have and You did and we were, and yet 

You came. Be in joy, be praised, be loved, be exalted, be glorified. We love You. It’s for Your beautiful name. Amen.” 
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