
Philippians chapter 3, we have a ton to do tonight. We’ll be in Philippians chapter 3, but we’ll dance around a bunch 

tonight. We’ll walk through this one text, but we’ll reinforce it with others. If I ask the crew that I run with, both those who 

know Jesus and those who don’t, what their favorite passage of Scripture was, almost to the man, even those outside 

of the kingdom of heaven, they could tell you a text. Those who know Christ and walk with Christ could give you a text 

that has moved them or that they love or they’re got on their mirror or on their desk. And even my friends who don’t 

know Jesus could still give you a text, usually taken out of context for their own good, but they could give you a text 

nonetheless. And I would have to think that if you could ask your crew, if you ask the people that you run with, almost all 

of them would have this favorite text, they would have this favorite verse.

And one of the things that I’ve learned is it’s really the same nine verses. I mean, it really is kind of the same nine 

texts throughout evangelical thought in life that we kind of cling to, and if we had time to have a conversation here, 

I guarantee you we could name them. Like, I guarantee you that you’ve got a coffee cup somewhere or a t-shirt with 

Philippians 4:13 on it. I mean, that’s on of the verses, “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” We’ve 

had that day, we’ve been run down, life’s whipping us and we’re like, “What am I going to do? Ahh, I know!” and there it 

is to encourage us. Romans 8:28 is one of those, the 23 Psalm is one of those, Jeremiah 29:11 is one of those, and on 

an on we could go. We could honestly have a conversation here and pull them all out. We don’t have time, but those 

are kind of the texts, those are the verses. And we’ve got, I think, these other passages of Scripture that can cause an 

unbelievable amount of angst and frustration and, if you’re not careful with them, can paralyze you or completely short 

circuit you and maybe even create some doubt in you.

Like, let me give you what I’m talking about here. Let’s go to Philippians 3. There’s a lot of really romantic ideas in 

Philippians chapter 3. Let’s pick it up in verse 7. It’s the apostle Paul talking...the Holy Spirit, God talking through Paul. 

Here we go, “But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. Indeed, I count everything as loss because 

of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count 

them as rubbish,...” This is the Greek idea of “dung,” of “excrement.” Do you need another word, or are you walking with 

me? Okay good, I won’t give you another word then. “...in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having 

a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness 

from God that depends on faith-- that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, 

becoming like him in his death, that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead.” Now, I love this 

text. I’ve loved this text for a long time. It is inspirational and it’s romantic and it’s beautiful. And I love it until I try to lay 

my life on it. And when I lay my life on it, this text is weighty and frustrating and agonizing for me. Because what the 

apostle Paul just said was, “In my life, everything was of lesser value than Christ and I’ll pay any price to know Him more. 

You want to take my health? Then take my health, because He’s better than my health. You want to take my family? 

Then take my family, because He’s better than my family? You want to take my kids? Then take my kids, because He’s 

better than my kids. Everything, I count as loss compared to the surpassing greatness of Jesus.” And I don’t even know 

that in 2007, Dallas, Texas that I can even comprehend this, that I can even comprehend what he’s unpacking for us here 

tonight. “...that I count it all as loss, I count it all as rubbish,” and here I am 13 years into my journey with Christ, and I’m 

going, “Man, I’m nowhere near this.” I mean, I’m nowhere near it. 
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If anything, if you examine my life closely, I might just prove the opposite. There are tons of things in my life that I value 

way beyond Christ. And so, this is one of those texts that, if I’m not careful, it is paralyzing to me. Like it makes me 

begin to question, “Do I?” Here’s why I love David in the Scriptures, because like I get it. I think that’s why we all love the 

Psalms, because David’s like, “Yes, You’re good and You’re right and we love You,” next page, “Whyyyyy?!?” And so, we 

read that and we’re going, “I love this guy. I love David.” But then you get to Paul and he’s like, “To live is Christ, to die 

is gain.” I don’t wanna die. “I count all things as rubbish.” I mean, are you catching that? He doesn’t say, “All things are 

secondary next to Christ.” He says, “All things are dung compared to Christ.” So that’s what I mean, I love David. Then you 

get into Paul, and you’re just like “Aw, do I know the same Jesus that this guy knows?” And so, this is a text that’s weighty 

and frustrating and difficult.

And then, the new year rolls around. I don’t know if you’ve thought long about it, but there’s something very interesting 

about this time of the year in our culture, where everybody, for whatever reason, believes that they can be more this next 

year than they were this past year. Like, 95% of you right now are going to the gym on Tuesday. Now, the fact is 20% of 

you are actually going, 95% of you are planning right now to go. Because what happens is this “I’m going to do it this 

year. This is the year. I’ve got it this year. This is what I’m going to do this year.” And there’s this evaluation period that 

takes place in our culture at this time of the year because every magazine article and everything on television is “Start 

the New Year right.” There’s this idea of newness, there’s this idea of an opportunity of a freshness to walk away from 

things that have hindered you, trapped you, attacked you, wore you down and do things differently. And so at this time of 

the year, I’m looking at this text and going, “We can make strides this year.” But it’s always with a great deal of hesitation 

because, some of you might not get this, some of you will be with me, especially if you had a 2.2-2.5 in college. In the 

first day of class, I always has all my supplies. Like, I had paper and pens and some pencils and a new notebook and even 

a new backpack that just made me feel cool, and that I had the whole kind of array of things. And they would pass out 

the syllabus, and you would get it. And I would look at it, and I would go, “This paper isn’t due for 4 months. I’m doing it 

tonight! I mean, this is the semester, 4.0. I’m handling it.” Three weeks later, I’m like, “Hey man, do you have any paper? 

No? You got a pen?” And so, I know historically that I’m that guy. 

So, it is with some anticipation and a little nervousness that I approach ‘07, but I love the next part of this text, because 

the next part of this text says...well, let’s just read it. Verse 12, “Not that I have already obtained this or am already 

perfect,...” And for me, I was going, “Whew!” because I want to be that guy. I want to be Philippians 3 with all my heart. 

And Paul goes, “Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to make it my own, because 

Christ Jesus has made me his own.” I want you to notice something really interesting about this text. There seems to be, 

in the text we read above it and this little line, this sense of discontentment in the heart of Paul, which is mind-boggling 

if you begin to study the life of Paul. Like Paul, in this text, is going, “I want to know Him.” And I, reading him, go, “Didn’t 

you get to hear His audible voice? I didn’t get to hear His audible voice. Didn’t you go to the third heaven? We don’t even 

know what that is. You wrote 75% of the New Testament. You’re the greatest missionary our faith has ever seen. Your 

handkerchief heals people. You want to know Him? I think you know Him.” 

But Paul’s going, “No, no, no, no. I’m not that man yet. I’m not the one that counts it all as loss. And so, I’m not there 

yet.” There seems to be this wholly discontentment built into the heart and soul of Paul that he goes, “No matter 

what I’ve seen, no matter what what I’ve experienced...” And studying this man’s life, the Spirit of God moved him so 

powerfully that you had in Ephesus, the whole socio- economic build out of the city change. I mean, this is a man that’s 

seen things well beyond us. You and I, when people get sick in our lives, we lay hands on them and we pray that God 

makes them better. Paul walks up to people and says, “Quit that. Stand up and walk.” Now, do you understand that that’s 

a different type of power? And here he is going, “I’m not there. I want to know Him. I want to share in Him. I want to know 

Him deeper.” There’s something about this holy discontentment that’s supposed to be hard-wired into our soul. Now, if 

you come here a lot, you’ll see that I get really passionate on certain subjects. One of those is I get really aggravated by 



a moral gospel, by a gospel built around morality. And the reason it frustrates me is because what ends up happening 

when you make some type of moral outline what we’re to obtain to, you’ll have people who eventually get there. And 

once that happens, you’ve got nothing but self righteousness and pride and no need for Jesus. It can be absolutely 

devastating to our pursuit of Christ. So, here’s Paul, beyond us in power, who says, “I want to know Him. And so, I press 

on, because I’m not there yet. I haven’t attained, I haven’t been made perfect. So, I press on.”

Now, look at what he says next. There are going to be two ideas here that we’ll spend our time on tonight. Verse 13, 

“Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But one thing I do:...” There’s two things I want to mention here. 

You know Paul’s a preacher here because he’s going to say, “One thing I do,” and then he’s going to list three things. 

So, that’s how you know he’s a preacher. The other thing that you need to pay attention to is Paul says, “One thing I do,” 

and he’s going to rattle off three things, two that will hit hard, which means these two to three things, they’re one idea. 

I mean, you can’t do one part of it and have it down. This is a holistic kind of thing. “The one thing I do” comes in three 

parts. That’s what he’s saying. 

So let’s look at what he does in an effort to strive towards being the man in Philippians 3. Verse 13, “Brothers, I do 

not consider that I have made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind...” Now, I want to stop there. 

According to Scripture then, there can be things in our past, events, periods of time, circumstances, there can be 

things that we’ve been a part of that can make difficult the pursuit of Jesus now. There can be things in our past, things 

that we’ve been a part of, things that we’ve operated in, periods of time in our life that can hinder our current pursuit of 

Jesus. Paul is not writing this in some abstract way, but personal experience. Let me show you what I mean. Go over to 

Acts chapter 7. 

In Acts 7, the church is enjoying probably it’s most peaceful time in history. Things are going well, miracles are 

happening, rich people are selling their boats to send poor people to trade school. It was a really beautiful time in 

Christian history. Amazing things were happening, hundreds if not thousands were getting saved daily. Now, on a given 

Saturday, a man named Stephen gets up and he preaches a message not unlike the messages that were going out in 

the synagogues, but it’s going to turn violently wrong. Look at verse 54, “Now when they heard these things they were 

enraged, and they ground their teeth at him. But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, 

and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 

And he said, “Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” But they cried 

out with a loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed together at him. Then they cast him out of the city and stoned 

him.” If you’re new to church, this was basically the process of picking up rocks and pelting a man with them until he 

died. But look at this next line. “Then they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down their 

garments at the feet of a young man named Saul” who would become Paul, the author of Philippians chapter 3. Let’s 

keep reading, “And as they were stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” And falling to his knees 

he cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” And when he had said this, he fell asleep” which 

is a beautiful New Testament way of talking about going home. Acts 8:1, let’s look at this, “And Saul approved of his 

execution. And there arose on that day a great persecution against the church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered 

throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles.” Now, go over to chapter 9, verse 1, “But Saul, still 

breathing threats and murder...” 

So now, we’re not just holding jackets anymore. “...against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest and asked 

him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the Way, men or women, he might 

bring them bound to Jerusalem.” So, I want you to get this in your head with me. This young man walks out with this mob 



of people, seized the man for speaking, they dragged him to the outskirts of the city and began to pelt him with rocks 

until Saul interrupts and says, “You could throw harder and faster if you let me hold your jackets.” And so, he holds the 

jackets while they pelt a man to death, and he sits there and smiles and approves. And then his disdain for this sect, 

this little religion grew so big that he goes to the high priest, he doesn’t receive orders, he goes to the high priest and 

says, “If you’ll give me letters, I’ll go to Damascus and I’ll bind any man, any woman belonging to the way, and I’ll drag 

them back her to be mocked, killed, imprisoned. Just give me the word.” Do you think that there’s a possibility that years 

later, when Paul writes, “Forgetting what is behind,” he might be writing about his own demons? You know, shame is 

unbelievably weighty. 

Like, I know some of us, I don’t think all of us but I think some of us, we’ve got that moment or we’ve got that period of 

time, we’ve got that thing that we’ve done that in that moment, whether you were a believer or a non-believer, whether 

you’re spiritual or non-spiritual, just in the deepest parts of who we are, we just felt dirty. Like, we can’t believe we did 

that or we were a part of that or we betrayed like that, and it haunts us. And so, what we try to do is we try to stuff it 

down and we try to get rid of that feeling. And we busy ourselves, we do whatever we can do to get rid of that angst, 

that shame, that guilt inside of us. And so, what ends up happening is maybe years later, maybe months later, maybe 

days later, Christ rescues us, He saves us, we lay our lives at His feet, but then every time we draw near to Him, we’re 

reminded, reminded of this failure, reminded of this thing in our past. And so, it begins to define us. It begins to define 

our lives and who we are. And we begin to operate as if that’s who we are, and not matter how often we hear about the 

grace and mercy of Christ, we just can’t believe it’s for us, because we’re going, “Not what I did. The guilt and the shame 

and the dirtiness I felt then, there’s just no way.” And Paul, he says, “No, no, no. You’re going to have to forget what is 

behind.” Now, I don’t think he means forget everything, because there’s other parts of Scripture that are like Psalm 77:11, 

where you’re commanded to remember, like these moments where Jesus delivers or He does something mighty in your 

life. Hold on to those, so when things grow dark, you’ve got that to remember. I know we’re talking a lot about shame 

and guilt here, but I want to address something else here too. I meet an unbelievable amount of Christians who are 

living off of what Jesus did ten years ago. Can I tell you that nostalgia is one of the greatest enemies of the present. 

So, we begin to live off of what Jesus did ten years ago. No real strong ties to Him today, no real passionate pursuit of 

Him today, but He did this thing back then and that’s what we’re living off of. I think Paul’s words even ring true for that. 

“Forget what is behind.”

Can I show you something that I think is one of the most beautiful things in Scripture? Go to 1 Timothy 1, an unbelievably 

intriguing text. Let’s start in verse 12, “I thank him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus our Lord, because he judged 

me faithful, appointing me to his service, though formerly I was a blasphemer, persecutor, and insolent opponent. But 

I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith 

and love that are in Christ Jesus.” Now, I want you to hear what just happened in this text. He says, “I was a blasphemer, I 

was an insolent murderer, I was a man who attacked and persecuted the children of God. And you know what God gave 

me in return? Mercy, love and faith.” Why? Look at why the Scriptures say that was given to him. Verse 15, “The saying 

is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am 

the foremost. But I received mercy for this reason, that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display his perfect 

patience as an example to those who were to believe in him for eternal life.” Did you notice that’s future tense? So, Paul 

says, “Jesus extended mercy and grace and love to me, the insolent, blaspheming, murder of His people so that for you 

in 2006, no matter what is in your past, you can’t trump me.”

So, for those sitting in here today going, “I try, I mean, I just try to press in. I just can’t imagine that that applies to me,” 

Paul echoes throughout history going, “What? Did you kill somebody? You didn’t kill anybody...What? You killed two 

people? Were they church folk? Let me ask you a question. Have you ever found a group of men and women and 



children, stripped them naked, beat them, bound them up and led them through cities, naked, until you got them to 

Jerusalem and there imprisoned or killed them? No? Then why the pity party? So the cross can apply to me, but not to 

you? Did I ever tell you about the time that I held the jackets of men while I smiled as they pelted one of God’s servants 

to death with rocks? Did I ever tell you that story? Now, what did you do again?” One of the most beautiful things I’ve 

ever got to experience personally and watch corporately is when shame dissolves under the light and the heat of the 

gospel of Christ. Forgetting what is behind, anything that hinders the pursuit, forget.

But remember, that’s just one piece to this one hunk. Let’s look at what’s next, and this is where we’ll spend a bulk of 

our time. Back to Philippians, starting in verse 13, “Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But one thing 

I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the 

upward call of God in Christ Jesus. Let those of us who are mature think this way, and if in anything you think otherwise, 

God will reveal that also to you. Only let us hold true to what we have attained.” Now, I want to spend some time talking 

about a myth that exists in churches that preach and teach and predominantly have the message of grace. There is 

something other worldly and mysterious about conversion. For three years, I consistently heard the gospel of Jesus 

Christ. For three years, I consistently had friends and pastors unpack for me the death of Christ and what it purchased 

for me and the glory that it brought God. I heard it over and over and over again, and yet on June 17th, three years after 

I started hearing it, I heard the same message again, except this time, it lights me up, and thirteen years later, I haven’t 

recovered. There’s something mysterious and other worldly about it. But godliness? Godliness doesn’t accidentally 

happen. It never accidentally happens. No one wakes up on Tuesday, godly. “I press on. I strive. I toil.”

And I know, some of you are starting to get nervous. “Oh Chandler, you’re going back to the law.” No, I’m going back 

to Jesus, and if commanding obedience and pursuit is legalistic, then Jesus was the worst of them. Let me show you 

what I mean. Let’s go, 1 Corinthians 9, starting in verse 25. Here’s how it reads, “Every athlete exercises self-control in 

all things. They do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable.” Now, there’s several little pieces to this 

that we’ve got to talk about. Now, when he says “every athlete,” he’s not discussing...I know that there are some of you 

in here that won some kind of intramural championship this year, he’s not talking about you. Don’t lean back and go, “I 

know what he’s talking about.” This is not a reference to you. If you play basketball at the Y three times a week, this is 

not a reference to you. He’s saying, “At the highest level of athletics, there is a self-discipline that’s mind boggling, and 

ever aspect of their life is built around optimal performance. From what they eat to how much they sleep to how they 

exercise to what they do to how they go about it, everything is designed to peak at an optimal performance, and they do 

that for what’s perishable. 

But we do that, that you and I then should have the same consuming discipline in our lives because we don’t pursue 

what is perishable but what’s imperishable. Look at what he says next, a horrible, horrible verse in the Bible. Verse 26, 

“So I do not run aimlessly; I do not box as one beating the air. But I discipline my body and keep it under control, lest 

after preaching to others I myself should be disqualified.” The ESV is a word for word translation. Some of you have a 

phrase by phrase translation, and it’s a great translation of this text. It says, “I beat my body and make it my slave.” That is 

a great translation of what’s going in here in this text. Now, I want you to notice a couple of things. Paul here says, “In my 

pursuit of becoming the Philippians 3 kind of man, I don’t run aimlessly. I don’t run aimlessly, and I don’t punch at the air. 

I know where I’m going, I know where I need to grow, I’m working a plan and I’m fighting the enemies of that path. I don’t 

just do church and join a home group and hope for the best. That’s not what I do. I don’t just run aimlessly. I’m running 

on purpose, and I”m not swinging at the air, I’m fighting the enemies of that pursuit. And I will beat my body and make 

it my slave.” I’ll try to be as honest as I can here tonight with what this means. When things start going bad for me, that 

happens. When I’m frustrated and angry in spirit, you know what I want? Coffee. I want coffee. Like if I’m just frustrated, 

caffeine will make it better for me for a little bit. 



Do you know what I want? I want a medium rare fillet with a nice cab. That’s what I want. If I could get that, everything 

would be okay. Do you know what I want? I want to put on my iPod, and I want to select Rage Against the Machine. “Bulls 

on Parade” and “You’ll Find No Shelter Here,” those two songs in particular. And I want to hit that, and I want to run it full 

speed. Or I want to physically fight someone, preferably someone weaker than me that I could pummel. And that’s what 

happens to me when life gets disjointed, and for the record, everything in me cries out to medicate and numb what’s 

gone wrong. “Feed it, give me food, give me caffeine, give me sleep, give me something to make this stop,” but what I 

need is Christ. What I need is to press in and pray. What I need is to sit down and throw my life at His feet and confess 

that once again I’ve taken the reigns in my life and I’m trying to do it my way. But that’s the last thing I do. And this is 

what Paul’s saying here. He’s going, “This is what my flesh wants. My flesh wants this, but it’s not what it needs. It’s not 

what it needs. I beat my body, I make it my slave, I do not run aimlessly, I know where I’m trying to get, I know what I”m 

trying to do, I know the enemies of those things and I’m ready to fight them.”

Let me show you one more. Let’s go 1 Timothy 4, we’ll pick it up in verse 7, “Have nothing to do with irreverent, silly 

myths. Rather train yourself for godliness.” That’s an interesting way to put that. That word “train” is the Greek word 

gymnasion. It’s where we get our word “gymnasium,” and it means “to sweat.” Sweat yourself to godliness. That’s a very 

different message than the one I heard. Sweat yourself to godliness “for while bodily training is of some value, godliness 

is of value in every way, as it holds promise for the present life and also for the life to come. The saying is trustworthy and 

deserving of full acceptance. For to this end we toil and strive, because we have our hope set on the living God, who is 

the Savior of all people, especially of those who believe.”

Okay, Tuesday morning the gym is going to be horrible. Like, there’s going to be 500 people there for the first time. 

The majority are just going to be walking in there like this. Like, “Sir, that’s a bench press. I really don’t know what you’re 

doing, but get off of that please.” And they’re going to run out of towels, and it’s just going to be a big mess. But six 

weeks from Tuesday, it will be the same old crew. I don’t know that I’ll be there, but the crew that’s there will be the same 

old crew. I think the reason that happens is that people go, “I need to get into better shape.” And they really haven’t 

defined that, and they really don’t know what that is, and they really don’t know what they’re doing. They just pay $12 

grand to join the gym, and then they go there and they don’t really know what they’re doing or what to do or how to go 

about it and there’s no real plan and there’s no real way to measure. And I honestly believe that the same thing holds 

true spiritually. I think what ends up happening to us is we go, “I’m weak at the word. I’m going to get in the word, I’m 

going to study, I’m going to meditate, I’m going to think on it.” I don’t think you will. “I’m going to pray. I’ve got to get 

better at praying.” “When are you going to do that?” “Uh, in ‘07.” I don’t think you will. “I really want to plug into a body. 

I’m going to do it.” I don’t think you will. Because godliness doesn’t happen because of wanting to; it happens because of 

striving and toiling and training and fighting and disciplining.

So this week, I have to turn in to the elders my ‘07. So, I’ll e-mail them my calendar that breaks down my year, when 

I’m where, what I’ll be studying, what we’ll be preaching on. And all of that has to be given to the elders. And I am not 

some anal-retentive planning freak show, but I’ve planned out pretty well in ‘07. Do you know why? Because I have 

a tendency to coast, because I have a tendency to be lazy, because I have a tendency to think that will take care of 

itself. And so, I have to draw up a plan, because if I don’t, my whole life will be filled up with “want to’s” that turn into “I 

wish I would have’s.” Like, here’s the funny thing. Some people live life, but most people have life live them. If I could 

encourage you in the most practical way possible, I would say that before you head to your party tonight or before you 

go home and go to bed at 9:30, wherever you are, I think we’ve got to spend some time saying, “Where am I running, 

and what are the enemies of this?” Like, I have these friends who are really amazing studiers, I mean they study. And 

if you want to talk theology, they will go all day with you, but they can’t pray to save their lives. And then, I’ve got other 

friends who pray all the time, but I’m not sure if they can read. They’re like, “I got a word from the Lord.” And I’m like, “If 

you did, I have to kill you. Read this, read the Bible.” And so, I try to get close to them, honestly. Because what will end 



up happening is they’ll have a word and we’ll get to talk through Scripture. And then sometimes, I’ll preach exegetically 

correct but it will be lacking in power, and they’ll begin to ask me how much I’ve been praying. I gotta get better at 

praying. I’ve got friends who have got to get better at studying. If we’re going to become Philippians 3, “I count it all 

as loss next to the surpassing greatness of Christ,” that will not accidentally happen, it will have to be fought for, it will 

have to be strived after, there will be toil involved. Have you ever thought about how odd it is that the apostle Paul says, 

“Labor with me in prayer?” What a weird wording. “Work with me in prayer.” It’s like he wants to acknowledge that, “Hey 

this thing ain’t gonna to be easy. You’re gonna sweat a little.” And I can’t tell you how to do it. I don’t want to tell you to 

get up in the morning or go out. I mean, you know you. Strive, toil, let people know, let them hold you accountable, walk 

in deeper relationships.

Let me show you one more thing. Go to Galatians 1. We’ll pick it up in verse 11, “For I would have you know, brothers, 

that the gospel that was preached by me is not man’s gospel. For I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught 

it, but I received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ.” If you don’t know the story of Saul becoming Paul, Saul’s got 

the orders from the high priest, is on the way to Damascus and Jesus shows up on the scene in a bright light and says, 

“Why are you persecuting Me?” Saul goes, “Who are you again?” And He goes, “I’m Jesus.” Pretty cool conversion story. 

Somebody gave me a tract, “This Is Your Life.” That’s a cool story. Alright, verse 13, “For you have heard of my former 

life in Judaism, how I persecuted the church of God violently and tried to destroy it. And I was advancing in Judaism 

beyond many of my own age among my people, so extremely zealous was I for the traditions of my fathers. But when 

he who had set me apart before I was born, and who called me by his grace, was pleased to reveal his Son to me, in 

order that I might preach him among the Gentiles.” This is an insane idea that God, in Paul/Saul’s mother’s womb, is 

saying, “You’re going to preach to the gentiles.” And he’s born and he has 40 or 50 years of being the enemy of the 

church of Christ only to become...

Alright, there are some of you here, like your mom was on the front row and water broke, she went into labor, she started 

running down the aisle trying to get you, tripped and fell, you shot out singing “I Surrender All.” Do I need to apologize 

for that? I thought it was a beautiful word picture. And you...I mean, I’m talking shame, I’m talking guilt and you can’t 

even get your mind around that. I mean honestly, you’ve grown up in church, you’ve got Sunday school attendance 

pins framed up in your room and you don’t have those moments. You’ve never cursed, you’ve don’t the Christian thing. 

You’ve like invented cuss words, like “Ding fahd!” and those kind of things. That’s not cussing if we invent it. And you’ve 

had the “Lord’s Gym” t-shirt in the early 90’s. And you’ve done well and you’ve walked through. And you got into college 

and you joined a Christian fraternity or sorority and you did well in there. And you met a Christian girl or a Christian guy 

that lived well and you guys got married and it’s been unbelievably beautiful. In fact, you pray every morning from 4:00 

to 9:00 and then you go about. And you have beautiful little Christian babies and it’s a powerful testimony. Now, I’m not 

mocking it because I have begged Christ that that be my children’s testimony. I am hoping and praying that that’s my 

kids’ testimony. That’s an amazing amount of grace, isn’t it? To not have to learn by the spilling of your own blood? And 

I think from your mother’s womb, God was saying, “Here’s My plan. My church will need you and your story.” But there’s 

others of you in here, and all you have behind you is shame and failure and betrayal and sorrow and self-hate. And 

maybe from your mother’s womb, Christ was saying, “Oh, this story will bring hope to the hopeless. This story will help 

men see My grace. This story will remind people of My greatness. My church will need this story.”

Oh, that we might know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in His sufferings, becoming 

like Him. Oh, that all things might be counted as rubbish next to the surpassing greatness of Christ. Not that we’ve 

obtained these things, but one thing we do: forgetting what is behind. We press on for what is ahead, striving, toiling, not 

running aimlessly and not punching at the air.



Let’s pray, “Father, I thank You for these men and women, and I thank You for the opportunity to get together tonight and 

open up the Scriptures. I know there are places in the world that this would not be safe to do in. I ask, at a very individual 

level in this room tonight, Father, that You would lay out the path to run this year of what needs to be addressed, what 

needs to be attacked, what needs to be worked on and the enemies of where You would take us. We know where we’re 

weak. Some of us have no knowledge of what’s really in Scriptures, some of us struggle when it comes to prayer, others 

of us, we know that we’re being disobedient, others of us still can’t let go of things behind us. I pray that You might help 

us pray through, think through, read through what ‘07 might be. I don’t know that we can get to Philippians 3 this year, 

but we can strive for it, we can sweat for it, we can toil for it. And I know that this is such a different message than what 

we hear most of the time. What we hear most of the time is, “Be better, do better.” But Father, I just pray that we would 

pursue You, accept Your forgiveness and strive. Help us. And it’s for Your beautiful name I pray. Amen.”
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