
If you have your Bibles, grab them and turn to Ecclesiastes 9. We’ve spent about 13 weeks in Ecclesiastes 1-8. Starting in 

chapter 9, Solomon begins to repeat what he said in the earlier chapters, he just kind of takes a different angle at it. But 

he’s just going to say the same thing that he already said in chapters 1-8, so chapter 9 is going to be a great review for us. 

So starting in verse 1, it says this, “But all this I laid to heart, examining it all, how the righteous and the wise and their 

deeds are in the hand of God.” Alright, so he’s clarifying who he’s talking about here. He’s saying, “Hey, here’s what I’ve 

noticed. For the righteous and the wise and those who submit to God, their deeds, their lives, the things that befall their 

lives, it’s in the hands of God.” So, nothing befalls the children of God that doesn’t first pass through God’s hands. And 

then he will attack what I call a lot of religious silliness that’s out there today by his next line that’s wildly unpopular but 

absolutely true. And here’s what he says, “Whether it is love or hate...” Now, what I mean by religious silliness is there 

tends to be, among Evangelical preachers right now, an emphasis that if you follow Jesus, good things happen to you. 

Now, I have a lot of problems with that, namely the Bible. Because if I read the story right, John the Baptist got his head 

cut off for doing what God asked of him. 

So, John the Baptist did exactly what God had asked him, and his territory was not expanded. If anything, a little bit 

of it was retracted. Now, I want you to hear me say this, and I’ve got nothing to gain from this, nothing to gain except 

obedience to Christ. The message of the gospel of Jesus Christ is not that if you’re good, He blesses. The message 

of the gospel of Jesus Christ is that He is enough, no matter what he circumstance. That’s the message. If you start 

getting off of that message, if you start making promises, then you become a liar. Because Jeremiah gets beat up naked 

and thrown into a ditch. Because Moses dies before he walks into the promise land. Because John the Baptist gets 

beheaded. I don’t think I need to continue. And so, the Scriptures say this: I know that God watches over the deeds of 

those who love Him, but nobody knows what tomorrow will bring, no one. There is no one who knows what tomorrow 

holds. It might be joy. It might be sorrow. No one knows for sure. There is only one event that is certain for all of us. 

Anybody know what that one is? Death. 

Now, you’re going to find out very quickly why Solomon’s not coming over for dinner. We talked about a lot, but you’re 

going to be reminded of it very quickly. Verse 2, “It is the same for all, since the same event happens to the righteous 

and the wicked, to the good and the evil, to the clean and the unclean, to him who sacrifices and him who does not 

sacrifice. As is the good, so is the sinner, and he who swears is as he who shuns an oath.” So Jesus, God the Father 

watches over the lives and the actions of those who love Him, but you can’t be sure what tomorrow holds. The only 

thing we can all be sure of is that we are closer to death right now than we were when we first walked in. And there is 

something about death that reveals to us that something’s gone wrong in the universe. Because death, in the end, 

makes no sense and dooms us to repeat the mistakes of the past over and over and over again. Like, here’s my example. 

As you grow older, life teaches you. It teaches you you’re not as strong as you think. It teaches you you’re not as smart as 

you think. It introduces humility to you eventually. 

So, you learn and you grow and you grow in wisdom and you grow in knowledge and you figure out peace and life and 

all these things, and then you die. And you cannot, as hard as you try, impart that to who’s behind you because life must 

teach it to them, you cannot. It’s the truth. And if you don’t believe me, just hang out with a 20 or 30 year old who’s done 

a lot of reading. I’ve got a couple of open lunches this week. I can teach you first hand. I mean, there are things that 
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we can say because we’ve read and lessons we think we’ve learned because of things we’ve read or things we’ve seen, 

but there is a very, very, very different type of learning when it’s your sorrow, your struggle, your humility. And so listen, 

death is the evidence that something has gone cataclysmically wrong in the universe.

And even if we’re not talking religiously here, let’s pretend we’re not at church, we’re at a rotary club meeting. Now, 

let’s just say we’re talking philosophy here over theology. Let’s say we’re not talking about what the Bible says; let’s just 

say, “What can we learn from our surroundings and from the world around us?” There is, out of the mouths of men and 

women, this idea that you are deserving. You are deserving of comfort, you are deserving of peace, you are deserving 

of all these things. The universe says, now I’m not talking about Bible, the universe, the way things are says that you 

deserve to die, and it’s coming for you. So, I’m not talking religiously, I’m talking the way that evolution or whatever you 

want to talk about, karma, yin-yang, whatever is out there has set into motion that what you deserve to do eventually is 

die. And so, Solomon is saying, “Hey listen, it doesn’t matter if your righteous or unrighteous, it doesn’t matter if God 

looks at the actions of the children of God, but in the end we’re all going to die. And this is evidence that something has 

gone wrong.” Now, he’s going to talk to us about what’s gone wrong. So, back to church. Rotary’s over. Verse 3, “This 

[death] is an evil in all that is done under the sun, that the same event happens to all. Also, the hearts of the children 

of man are full of evil, and madness is in their hearts while they live, and after that they go to the dead.” So, he’s saying 

basically that sin and death cohabitate in this world and that we die because something inside of us is fractured and out 

of rhythm with how God created it to be. But he says here, this is absolutely Solomon here that’s going, “You’re going 

to die, no one’s going to remember you, everyone hates you, you’re going to die.” And then, he says, “But you have this 

opportunity today, because you’re breathing. You have this opportunity that not everyone has.” Let’s look at what he says 

next, “But he who is joined with all the living has hope, for a living dog is better than a dead lion.” Wouldn’t you agree? 

Now, this is Solomon trying to make nice with us. This is the best that it gets. He’s like, “You’re dogs, you’re evil, you’re 

sinners, that’s why you’re dying, but hey, a living dog is better than a dead lion.” This is as close as we have to him being 

friendly with us. That, “Yeah, you’re a dog, a horrible, evil, wicked dog, but you’re alive. Things could be worse. You 

could be majestic and dead.” So, here we go. Verse 5, “For the living know that they will die, but the dead know nothing.” 

There’s nothing theological about that. The dead know nothing. People who are alive are afraid of death; people who are 

dead are not afraid of death. “For the living know that they will die, but the dead know nothing, and they have no more 

reward, for the memory of them is forgotten. Their love and their hate and their envy have already perished, and forever 

they have no more share in all that is done under the sun.” Because if you are a believer in Christ in here, you’re going, 

“Wait a minute. That’s not right because our love does go on. We live eternally with Christ, the wedding supper of the 

Lamb, banqueting table of the King.” Alright, he’s making very clear here to make a distinction between those two. He’s 

saying, “Under the sun, you’re done. You have no more influence under the sun. Your love has died, your hate has died, 

your envy has died. You leave everything here when you die.” So, you’ve got this chance because you’re alive. Scripture’s 

saying, “This is a gift to you, that you are not like the dead in that you are still living.”

So, the plea here from Solomon is that you and I, with this minimal amount of time that we have been given, with this 

small block...some of us are going to live to be 70 or 80. Some of us are going to live to be 90. Some of us are going to 

102. Some of us are going to die at 30. But with the limited amount of time that we’ve been given, Solomon is pleading 

with you and pleading with me to not pursue comfort, but significance. Solomon’s making a plea here to not pursue 

comfort, but to pursue meaning, significance, beauty, depth and peace. Now, this is a very, very, very different framework 

than than the world you and I live in that says, “Our pursuit is not depth, it is comfort.” That’s why you have as many 

channels as you have, that’s why you have as many chairs in your house as you have, that’s why you drive the car that 

you do, that’s why you live in the house that you do. Because everything is built around comfort and ease, and if you 

don’t believe me, just pay attention to your frustrations when it takes 3 minutes to warm something up as opposed to 1 

minute. It’s like there’s this nuclear meltdown when we run into traffic, despite the fact that we’re going nowhere. You’re 

just coming home, no one there, just coming home to an empty house furious because you’re stuck in traffic. This is 



objective evidence that we’re built for comfort not depth. It’s why we want our chips, our hot sauce and then our drink, 

we want to order and eat and pay and be gone in 25 minutes or less or “this place is horrible. The service is horrible.” 

Because we’re built for comfort. Our pursuit is comfort, not depth, not meaning, not significance, comfort. Solomon’s 

saying, “Don’t pursue, don’t spend your energy, don’t spend your time seeking comfort. Seek significance, depth, 

meaning, life, beauty, peace. Let these be the pursuits of your life.”

And he starts to outline some of the ways he thinks that looks. So look at it with me. How do we seek significance? How 

do we seek joy? How do we seek depth and beauty and life? Verse 7, “Go, eat your bread in joy, and drink your wine with 

a merry heart, for God has already approved what you do.” There are several things happening in this text. I’m going 

to go through them as quickly as I can. The Scriptures just said that good food and good wine are to be enjoyed with 

good friends who have good senses of humor because this is how you practice for heaven. Do you want to live deep? 

Do you want to find significance? McDonald’s in your car is not dinner. Alright, let’s just talk. A “Hot Pocket,” although an 

ingenious idea, is not the biblical definition of dinner. According to the Scriptures, dinner is this really holy time period 

that should be slow, that should be deep, that we should laugh, that we should chew our food slowly and be grateful, 

that we should drink our wine slowly and be thankful, that there should be this thing that friends should be invited over 

for dinner. Because good food and good wine and good friends are God’s gift to you, and it’s how we practice for heaven. 

Wedding supper of the Lamb, banqueting table of the King, these are the illustrations He uses to describe it. And that 

you would be content with where you are in that. 

So here would be my example. To some of you, good food and good wine is a fillet, medium rare, with an expensive 

bottle of wine and bread and all the trimmings. And for some of you, a good meal is hamburger and macaroni and 

cheese mixed together with some strawberry soda. So, the people who have macaroni and cheese and hamburger 

and strawberry soda shouldn’t be envious of the people eating the fillet. God has given you your portion. Enjoy where 

you are. Enjoy the friends that you have. Enjoy the portion that has been given to you. Don’t be in tomorrow; be in 

today. If you want to live deeply, if you want to find significance, Solomon says start at the dinner table. Now, isn’t this 

an interesting reflection on the character of God? Okay, so I’m in and out of church growing up. I mean, not a lot, we 

just kind of go in and out. And there’s this really amazing picture, I get, of who God is. Like, I get this picture that God’s 

wearing this giant badge, and He’s got kind of this heavenly taser. 

And He’s just waiting for someone to question him or to smile or to laugh. And when that happens, ZAP! and, “Now 

you’ll get back to praying and going to church or I’ll kill all of you. I’ll do it. I can. I’m God, who are you going to complain 

to? What? The Son? The Holy Spirit? They’re all Me.” Isn’t this a different variation on the character of God? It’s very 

much a different variation on the character of God than the God I heard about growing up, who says, “You want depth? 

You want significance? You want life? You want meaning? You need to learn to have dinner well.” I mean, this is a weird 

deal. And listen, if you’re going, “I’m having a hard time with some of this, Chandler,” what you need to do later tonight 

is go to Psalm 104 and read the entire chapter, specifically verses 14-16 that will tell you that from the cattle of the field 

to the grains in the field to the wines in the vineyard, all was given to make the heart of man merry. Alright, eat dinner. I 

think there’s a little foreshadowing here. I’ll always tell you this. No Scripture can be read in it’s fullness without being 

read within the confines of the metanarrative of Scripture, which is Jesus and the cross of Christ. So, I think you’ve 

got some foreshadowing here when the Scriptures say, “God has already approved what you do.” It seems like there’s 

this impartation of grace, this impartation of rightness to God’s people at the dinner table. That’s part of what’s being 

celebrated around the dinner table, that we don’t come guilty, we don’t come “oh, poor is me,” we come and celebrate 

that God is good and the cross of Christ, the blood of Christ has covered our iniquity.

But it doesn’t stop with dinner. I know some of you are like, “This is easy.” Well, we’ll keep going. “Go, eat your bread 

in joy, and drink your wine with a merry heart, for God has already approved what you do. Let your garments be 



always white.” In both the Old Testament and the New Testament, white garment are symbolic of practical acts of 

righteousness. So, he’s saying, “Do dinner, drink wine, laugh, enjoy friends, let conversation be deep and rich, smile and 

enjoy, and then do not stand at the center of your universe. You have been blessed to be a blessing. Do not let all that 

was given to you terminate with you. You want depth? You want significance? You want meaning? You can’t be God. You 

cannot say, ‘All that was given to me is for me.’ You have to say, ‘I have been blessed in order to bless.” So, do dinner, be a 

blessing to others.

And then there’s this. This next line will scare us a little bit because we’re Baptists, but here we go. “Let not oil be lacking 

on your head.” Oil, in both the Old Testament and New Testament, is a reference to the Holy Spirit of God. So, he’s 

saying, “Do dinner, be a blessing to others and follow the leading of the Holy Spirit in your life wherever He takes you. 

May you always be aware of the still small voice of God in your head and in your heart.” Now, what he’ll say next will be 

difficult for some of us. I want to show you something really interesting about this text too. Verse 9, “Enjoy life with the 

wife whom you love, all the days of your vain life that he has given you under the sun, because that is your portion in life 

and in your toil at which you toil under the sun.” He is attaching to this idea of having a wife or being married, toil. Like, 

he doesn’t warn you about dinner. He doesn’t say, “Do dinner, but there’s going to be some dishes. I’m just telling you, 

you’re going to have to wash some dishes.” He doesn’t say, “You need to bless out, you need to give out what’s been 

given to you, but you’re not going to have as many channels as the next door neighbor.” He doesn’t say, “Follow the Holy 

Spirit, but sometimes it might get weird.” But he says, “Enjoy your wife...it’s going to be some work.” Let’s chat. I have 

found through my own marriage, intimacy, spiritual emotional intimacy must be worked at and it does not come easily. 

Now, the rest of it comes real easy for us, but getting really deep down to the core of who she is and who I am, that’s 

difficult. And I’ve got to die to myself all the time for that to even be possible. And I’ve got to kill this “but she...,” that 

has to die. Solomon says, “Seek depth with your wife, with your husband, this is your portion.” Let me try to explain what 

he’s saying there. Ten years ago, before I met Lauren, I had in my head everything that I thought I needed. “I need this 

kind of girl. I need a girl who does this. I need a girl who understands this...” I knew I was going into ministry. Honestly at 

that time, I thought I would be living overseas right now. I had a very different thing in my head than what currently is. So, 

I had this list of things and then all of a sudden, Lauren came along. And honestly, Lauren was very few things on that 

list. Like, my wife is not going into some village in China with me. If there ain’t a Hilton, she ain’t coming. I mean, she’d 

be like, “You go get those people for Jesus. I will be at the spa, alright.” I mean, if you looked at that list right now, you’d 

laugh over this, but here’s the irony. As difficult as some of the things that we have had to wrestle through have been, 

and we have had our days of toil. I’ve never lied about that to you. We’ve had to go see a counselor at one time because 

we couldn’t resolve some things. I mean, we had no clue where to go on it. We needed help, we needed a guide. And so, 

we had to sit down and wade through all of those things. And what has happened as those two things have collided, me 

and her, and what God put in my heart and what God put in her heart, and as they rub on one another like sandpaper or 

like iron slamming into iron, we both get sharpened and we both begin to understand the grace, mercy and beauty of 

Christ in each other as this thing continues.

But let’s talk straight. I do not believe that you can enjoy the husband or wife that was given to you as your portion if 

you’ve got a pornography problem. The reason being is you will be living in a fantasy that is not your reality and you 

cannot enjoy where you are if in your head you’re somewhere else.

You cannot enjoy the wife or husband that’s been given to you if you are flirting and spending your vitality on someone 

else. You cannot enjoy the husband or wife that has been given to you as your portion if you are spending your vitality 

and energy and creativity imagining scenarios with you and someone else. You cannot enjoy the husband or wife that 

was given to you if you are cheating on them physically, emotionally or spiritually. I wonder how much better your 

marriage would be if you took the same energy, vitality and creativity and time you spend on fantasy and pornography 

and poured it into your wife or husband. In short, Solomon says this, “The grass is not greener on the other side. And 



if it is, it’s because you haven’t hopped over the fence and jacked up that grass yet.” That’s Solomon; don’t get mad at 

me. “Hey, you don’t know my....” No, you don’t know you. Solomon would say, “If there is one person you can be sure you 

don’t know, it’s you.” Now, let me ask you a question. Was your husband, was your wife not at one time lush green grass? 

Well, what happened to it? You did. You happened to it. So, you own your part no matter what that part is. No matter 

how small, how big, you own that part. But to now look at more lush green grass and go, “Oh, wouldn’t it be great to go 

run in that prairie,” is just you destroying one and running over to another to destroy it. The thing that both fields will 

have in common is you. You will be what they have in common. Solomon goes, “It’s not greener. And if it is, it won’t be 

for long after you get there.” Be where you are. Will this require some fight? Absolutely, it will. I mean, God has this real 

sense of humor, “I will wire them completely different. I’ll make them like different things, think different ways. I won’t 

make one have tone.” I’m still trying to figure that one out. “And then I will make them cohabitate.” I mean, it’s just a 

nightmare waiting to happen. There are few things that are beautiful and right and deep that do not cost. Even a view of 

the mountains will require a long drive. Even sitting in front of the beach requires getting there. I will not ever pretend 

with you that marriage is easy, but I will always preach to you that it is God’s gift to you. And if you would pour what He 

has given you into it, who knows how deep and beautiful it could get. But you cannot enjoy what you have been given if 

you’re not even where you are.

Let’s keep going. So, let’s eat, let’s give back, let’s follow the Holy Spirit, let’s seek out deep relationships, specifically 

the one with our spouse. And then verse 10, “Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with your might, for there is no work 

or thought or knowledge or wisdom in Sheol, to which you are going.” The Scriptures here are pleading with you to be a 

good worker. I don’t care if you work for Michael Scott, you’ve got to go to work every day and see what you’re capable of. 

There is something that happens, and if you think through this, it’s kind of a weird deal, there’s something that happens 

when we’ve done a good job and get to step back and look at it. There is a feeling that we did a good job, that we 

accomplished something. Like, vacation is always difficult for me. There has to be something to do on vacation. I can’t 

just go and sit; it will just drive me crazy. Now, I don’t have to necessarily build something. I just have to do something. 

There is something about productivity that even brings rest. There just is. Now, there’s a time to sit and read and nothing. 

There is. But the Scriptures say, “Work with all your might...turn off mine sweep, get to work, quit chatting, get to work, 

pour yourself into a place and see what you’re capable of.”

Now, the next thing he’s going to do is give a word of warning. So, I want you to look at this word or warning. It’s a real 

interesting word. We’re talking about contentment here, we’re talking about depth of life, we’re talking about that 

carpe diem idea. Now, look at what he says, “Again I saw that under the sun the race is not to the swift, nor the battle to 

the strong, nor bread to the wise, nor riches to the intelligent, nor favor to those with knowledge, but time and chance 

happen to them all. 12For man does not know his time. Like fish that are taken in an evil net, and like birds that are 

caught in a snare, so the children of man are snared at an evil time, when it suddenly falls upon them.” There’s two 

warnings occurring here: Number one, he’s saying that for all your well laid plans, one event can destroy it, one event 

that you never saw coming. So, it’s better to put your faith in something beyond the sun rather than under it, where in an 

instant, you can get snared up in it like a bird or get hung up in a fish in a net. But there’s another warning in here, and 

it’s one I found more intriguing. He’s warning against leaning on our natural abilities. Now, what I’ve learned is that there 

are men and women who excel at business from the day they were born. They didn’t have to go to business college, they 

just excel at it. There are guys who excel at being an athlete. They didn’t do anything, they were just born, but they were 

given the right combination of speed and size. I always like to reference Shaquille O’Neil. He should dunk the ball, he’s 

7’3”, weighing over 300lbs. But he didn’t do anything to get that. He didn’t knock on the womb and go, “Alright, I need 

height and size.” God gave it to him.” It was a natural gifting. And the word of warning here is no matter how successful 

you are in business, athletics, education, whatever field you’re in, natural gifting will never bring about contentment, 

because no one is given the natural ability of contentment. You know how I know this? I’ve had two babies. Anybody 

had the kid who was born with the gift of natural contentment? Like, just laying in bed the first couple of nights going, 



“Worry about you. I mean, you just had this horrible ordeal, 12 hours long. I’m fine. My diaper’s a little wet, but I’ll be 

okay ‘til the morning. I’m hungry, but I’ll just suck my thumb. You take care of you.” Anybody have that kid? If you say you 

do, I do not believe you. Yeah, there’s no baby born with contentment. If anything, they’re born with the highest state of 

discontentment probably for the rest of their lives. “I’m wet, I’m cold, I’m hungry, I hate everything.” It’s just this tough 

couple of months for everyone. Contentment is learned in life and gifted by the Holy Spirit of God, not natural abilities 

that bring about success, glory, money, power, fame, whatever. That’s his word of warning. There’s two of them here: put 

your faith in something outside of this world, because under the sun, one event can destroy all your well laid plans, and 

don’t put all your hope in your natural ability to talk your way into something, talk your way out of something. This is why 

some of you have gotten to very successful levels of business but still aren’t content. It’s why some of you have kind of 

honed that people skill gift you have and you’ve got people all around you who like you, but you’re lonely as could be 

and you know really none of them. This is what this is talking about.

Now, he’s got a story for us, and we’ll end with the story. Look at verse 13, “I have also seen this example of wisdom 

under the sun, and it seemed great to me.” So Solomon’s going, “Okay, I saw this thing happen one time, and I think 

there’s a lot of wisdom in it, so pay attention to the story.” “There was a little city with few men in it, and a great king 

came against it and besieged it, building great siegeworks against it.” Alright, here’s what happens. Small town, not a 

lot of men, he’s referencing warriors there, not a lot of warriors, not enough to fight off this army. So, the army on the 

outside, the great army besieges it. It means that they don’t let anything out and they don’t let anything in. The plan is 

to starve them out. When you besiege a city, what you do is you shut off their ability to get in food, to get in water, to get 

out the hurt people, and you just sit there and wait for them to run out of food, run out of resolve and then it should be a 

pretty easy battle for you. And that’s what’s happened. They’ve laid siege to the city that doesn’t have any warriors in it. 

Now, I want you to look at verse 15, “But there was found in it a poor, wise man, and he by his wisdom delivered the city. 

Yet no one remembered that poor man. But I say that wisdom is better than might, though the poor man’s wisdom is 

despised and his words are not heard.” He’s saying in this little illustration, in this little story that there are big ideas that 

are well accepted that are wrong. And there are small whispers coming from the most unheralded messengers that are 

right, and the biggest, loudest message isn’t always correct. Look at what he says next, “The words of the wise heard in 

quiet are better than the shouting of a ruler among fools. Wisdom is better than weapons of war,...” Let me give you an 

example of this “wisdom is better than the weapons of war.” This is saying that sometimes by hearing and understanding 

what God has asked of us and what He wants and walking in obedience to it, we can overcome the largest of armies or 

the biggest of ignorant men. Like, here would be my example, specifically of this reference of what is right overcoming 

weapons of war. I did not live through it, but I’ve done a lot of reading on the Civil Rights Movement in the late ‘50’s, 

‘60’s with Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. understood the Scriptures and what God said in the 

Scriptures, and then by being obedient and walking in the way he walked, he overthrew hundreds of years of ignorance 

and violence, policemen and german shepherds, batons and ropes and burning crosses. And he did it by being obedient 

to the word of God. This is a powerful example of wisdom, God given wisdom trumping the might of weapons and power 

and government.

Now, the thing about chapter 9 is it’s very simple. I think you would have a hard time arguing against the simplicity 

of this. He says, “Hey, go to dinner. Don’t horde everything you’ve been given. Hey, follow the still small voice of God 

inside of you. Pour into deep relationships, specifically your spouse. Work hard. Don’t lean on your natural ability. Trust 

in something bigger than you. And in the end, find what God has asked and be obedient to it.” So, I think the question 

is: if it really is this simple, then why does it seem that so much is still wrong? I mean, if it’s this simple, then why are 

we divorcing like we are? If it’s this simple, why have so many of us not been able to find contentment? If it’s this 

simple, why are so many of us struggling with how life plays out? He’ll unpack it for us. Verse 18, “Wisdom is better than 

weapons of war, but one sinner destroys much good. Dead flies make the perfumer’s ointment give off a stench; so a 

little folly...” a little foolishness, a little bit of people deciding that their way is better than God’s or that they’re smarter 



than God or that God just doesn’t understand their specific circumstance, which is always one of my favorites. Like you 

surprised Him. Like God’s going, “You’re right, I’ve never seen anything like this. Let’s think. Anyhow, let’s go, “...so a 

little folly outweighs wisdom and honor.” He says, “All it takes is one fly in the perfume to make the perfume stink.” All it 

takes is one husband to say, “Forget what the Scriptures command and forget the work that it would take. I’m not doing 

it.” All it takes is one woman to go, “I will not forgive. I will not forgive him.” All it takes is for person to go, “I don’t care 

what it says. My money is mine. I’ll do what I want with my money.” All it takes is one to say, “Forget the wisdom of God. 

I’ll follow my own wisdom.” Now, the danger in that is the Scriptures say that there’s a way that seems right to man and 

in the end, it leads to death, destruction. It goes bad. There’s this way that seem right to us, but it goes wrong in the end. 

And then, the Proverbs would say, “Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. In 

all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.” It seems to be the conventional wisdom of God 

that He should shame our strength by accomplishing things not through our strengths but through our weaknesses. Do 

you remember the Sunday School story about the battle of Jericho? Have you ever thought through the madness of 

that? So here’s Israel, they’ve just crossed the river and they’ve got this giant castle in front of them. Joshua goes, “What 

should we do?” God goes, “Send in the band. Put plume hats on the band, send them in, walk around seven times, 

blow your horn.” “Um, that’s gonna get us killed.” “Try Me.” Joshua’s like, “That’s fine. I’m not in the band. Alright, you 

guys, go. See you when you get back.” For those of you who grew up in Sunday School, remember the story of Gideon? 

He raises an army to fight another invading army and God goes, “You’ve got too many men.” And Gideon’s like, “We’re 

outnumbered like 100 to 1.” “That’s what I said. Too many. Why don’t you get rid of half of them? Get rid of another half 

of them. Get rid of half.” He’s like, “It’s just me and my brother.” And they win. David and Goliath. I mean, this is how God 

operates. He goes, “Let Me shame your strength. In your weakness, I will accomplish more than you ever dreamed. Trust 

Me. This is what I do. Trust me.”

Okay, so where do you go from here? Here’s the thing I love about Ecclesiastes 9. Ecclesiastes 9 is not some complex 

text in the Scriptures. Now, some of that’s coming in the next couple of months. We’re going to do a series on the cross, 

we’re going to start up on the gospel of Luke, we’ve got some big series coming that are going to involve us getting 

into some really complex texts where it’s really ambiguous and you’ve got to boil it down and go, “Okay, that does this 

mean?” This is not one of those. I mean, I don’t care who you are in here. With a pencil and a piece of paper, you can write 

out “Am I walking in deep relationships? Am I celebrating the goodness of God in dinner and drink with good friends 

that were gifted to me by Him? Am I giving out what’s been given to me? Am I listening for the Lord and following Him 

in obedience?” Are you being obedient to what I know? Because this is wisdom. And anything outside of this is like a 

dead fly in a perfume jar. No matter how pretty the perfume was supposed to smell, in the end, it only stinks. Are you 

pouring into your marriage? Are you pouring into this life? Now listen, you don’t have to listen to me. You don’t have to 

listen to the Scriptures. You can pursue comfort with all your might. You can. But whether you’re religious or not, gather 

all the comforts you want, you will soon be dead. Soon, maybe 10 years, maybe 40. But 40 or 50 years is nothing if you’ll 

go pick up any history book. So may the sweet spirit of Christ stir your heart to deeper waters. And may you spend your 

energy and vitality and strength pursuing significance over comfort.

Let’s pray, “Father, help us. I pray that you would stir our hearts and our affections towards You. I know that some of 

us, we need to repent of some things. I think of us have been putting our energy and vitality and creativity into other 

pursuits, we’ve been pursuing other things. And so Father, I pray for the conviction and repentance of that, specifically 

around the area of husbands and wives. If we haven’t been using the things You’ve given us to really pursue our wives, 

our husbands, Father, I pray that You would help us do that. I know that several in here might be currently going through 

a divorce. I just pray that You would give them strength and that maybe they would keep fighting until it’s for sure, but 

if they can help it at all, that they would continue to fight, that You would enable them to forgive and that they might 

pursue the depths of life in the portion that You gave them. So Father, I pray that there would be dinner tonight, real 



dinner, not a Hot Pocket in a car but real dinner, whether that be a steak or whether that be macaroni and cheese. I just 

pray that we would enjoy Your gifts to us and that we would find our hearts overwhelmed with gratitude in what You’ve 

given us wherever we are. We love You. It’s for Your beautiful name I pray. Amen.”
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